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Abu Alaa denies he will visit Jerusalem soon 

Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
SES? g he planned to visit occupied Jerusalem near 
^! d on Sunda y Ahmad Ouriah. the head of 
the Palestinian team in the secret negotiations which led to the 

■E° Uld i attend a busine » conference in 
Jentsalem between Oct. 30 and Nov. i. But Mr. Ouriah said in a 

m Tun,S: i! rc P on 181 ba“l«s and my visit to Jerusalem 
^KriSSf^M 11 n 5 ■ I ^ 1 Y my wilhdrawin S fr «n the occupied 
Department. ^ ° f ^ PL °’ 5 
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Arabs schedule boycott talks In Syria 

DAMASCUS (R) — Arab officials will meet in Damascus this month 
and discuss blacklisting more companies doing business with Israel in 
spite of U.S- pressure to end tbe boycott. “Invitations had been tent to 
all Arab states to attend the 67th meeting in On. 24 in Damascus.** a 
spokesman for the Arab Boycott Office, which is based in the Syrian 
capital, told Reuters. “The meeting would discuss cases of companies 
that should be boycotted, companies to be removed from the boycott 
list and other issues related to the operations of the boycott offices," 
he said. He did not name any companies. The United States has 
stepped up pressure for an end to the 40-year-old boycott since Israel 
signed a self-rule accord with the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
last month. Syrian President Hafez A! Assad, in a U.S. television 
interview, said the boycot should last until Israel withdrew from all 
Arab lands. “No one can expect to pluck the fruits of peace while 
peace itself is still absent," Mr. Assad said. 
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Guerrillas attack 


i Israeli allies 


MARJAYOUN. Lebanon (R) 
— Guerrillas attacked an 
Israeli-backed militia post in 
South Lebanon with mortars, 
rockets and machinegtms three 
times Sunday, security sources 
said. There were no reports of 
casualties. In the last attack 
guerrillas fired several 
Katyusha rockets, and at least 
20 mortar bombs at a South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia 
post at Sboumriyeh on the tip 
of Israel's self-declared “secur- 
ity zone," the sources said. 
The pro-Syrian Amal move- 
ment,, led ..by Parliament 
Speaker Nabih Bern, claimed 
responsibihty.'.Tor two earlier 
attacks in wnjctvguenillas fired 
anti-tank .rockets and 
machineguns at 'the. hilltop 
post. '*.* . 
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29 killed In Kurdish 
• insurgency 

.! ANKARA (R) rr-r.A. family of 
" nine ■ were 'burnt '■ to ''death in 
their house by Kurdish separ- 
atist rebels iri southeast Tur- 
key, Anatolia iwws agency re- 
ported on 'Sunday. In other 
incidents in the insurgency, 
Turkish troops killed 17 rebles 
in a series of clashes. Two 
soldiers were killed and the 
guerrillas shot dead a bus pas- 
senger. Tbe semi-official Ana- 
tolia said the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) guerrillas set fire 
to houses as they fled after 
... ambushing a military truck in 
Mus province on Saturday. 
Nine people, seven of them 
’•"-7:? children, died in one bouse, 
-...V Anatolia said. A soldier and a 
r V BWCHffla were killed in the 
' : ambush, added the report, 

which, could not- be-i nd ep en - - 
dently confirmed. 

headedt Iran seizes five 
itandiK Kuwaiti boats 

. r KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Ira- 
nian authorities have seized 
five Kuwaiti boats in the north- 
ern Gulf and detained 19 
fishermen, an Interior Ministry 
'.”J official said Sunday. Kuwait 
-- : was j n coQtact with Tehran to 
secure their release. “Five 
. "7^ boats, with 19 fishermen on 
board, were seized on Friday 
after straying out of Kuwaiti 
- : f‘ territorial waters,”. the official 
• v .' said. He : did /nor specify 
•"■*1 whether the 'bpats were in in- 
-■ ; ternationaf. or Iranian"' waters - 

when they were intercepted. 
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Russian hardliners 

« 

launch armed revolt 

Yeltsin declares emergency, moves troops; 
Rutskoi, Khasbulatov direct supporters 


:: 7 7 Polled dfffc&r killed 
v Z} : : in Suez 

' : CAIRO (AFP) — One police- 

' ' .r man wasJriHed apd seven were 
- injured in a clash with Muslim 

' ' j fundamentalists outsidea mos- 

que in the eastern Egyptian 
oty of Suez^ police- said Suri- 
day. Security. -forces, mean- 

- while, dctainedalmost20Q sus- 
pected Islamic militants in a 

■ . . • '*/. crackdown ahead pf Monday’s 

- ~ referendum in which President 

Hostu Mnbarak wits se t to win 
a third term in -office. Police 
v. - said the clash erupted Late 
. : “ Saturday as . fundamentalists 
■?*. shouted anti-gover nm ent slo- 
,: gans and tried toput up posters 

outside a mosque. An officer, 
.. r Major Mohammad Abdul Sha- 
.! fi, was shot-dead and seven 
' •’ other poheemen injured in an 

exchange of fire. 

: ' ; ‘Israel-PLO pact 
5: example for Tibet’ 

V-' CALCUTTA (R) — The Dalai 
Lama, Tibet’s exiled spiritual 
leader, said Sunday the agree- 
ment between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) could be an exam- 
-rif pie for sotvwg the Tibet prob- 
ing ^ lem. “If the PLO and Israel, 
which had engaged in hostili- 
ties for such a long time, could 
now enter into an agreement, 
why cannot time be one be- 
tween Tibet and China,” the 
Dalai Lama told reporters in 
Calcutta. 

Montazerf In hospital 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Ayatollah 
Hossein Ali Montazeri, once 
the heir to Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini as Iran’s spiritual 
guide, has undergone a kidney 
operation aad is recovering in 
hospital, his son said Sunday. 
The 71-year-old Ayatollah en- 
tered a Tehran hospital last 
Tuesday and had the operation 
two days later, Ahmad Mon- 
tazeri said. - ^ 
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Combined agency dispatches 

MOSCOW — Hardline com- 
munists seeking to restore the 
Soviet Union launched an 
armed uprising Sunday to 
overthrow President Boris 
Yeltsin, talcing the offensive 
after a 12-day standoff over the 
future of Russia. 

Mr. Yeltsin declared a state 
of emergency in Moscow, ban- 
ning rallies and demonstra- 
tions. 

A major television channel 
went off the air, stormed by. 
anti- Yeltsin forces after day- 
long clashes with police in the 
capital that Moscow's Mayor 
Yuri Luzhkov said killed four 
people. 

He blamed “bandits” for the 
deaths of two policemen and 
two Interior Ministry soldiers. 
He said the first five floors of 
the mayor’s building had been 
seized by raiders. 

Mr. Yeltsin said in a mes- 
sage broadcast on television 
that his supporters would de- 
feat any attempt to oust him by 
supporters of the conservative 
parliament 

“We will win,” Mr. Yeltsin 
said, calling on Muscovites to 
defeiid-^democracy arid liber- 
ty.” 

“We have enough forces to 
restore order in Moscow. To- 
day it is die destiny of Russia 
and its children that is being 
decided,” he said. 

The message was the first 
official public reaction by Mr. 
Yeltsin to the crisis that struck 
Moscow Sunday as pro- 
parliament supporters ram- 
paged through the city, seizing 
city hall and attacking several, 
media installations, notably 
die Ostankino television centre 
and the Itar-Tass news agency. 

CNN said eight people were 
killed and 100 injured as Rats- 
koi loyalists stormed the 
Ostankino television tower. 

The television showed pic- 
tures of dead bodies in uniform 
and of injured people being 
treated at a Moscow hospital. 

Radio Russia said Mr. Yelt- 
sin was bringing paratroopers 
to the Russian capital. 

The radio said a unit of 
paratroopers from the city of 
Tula, south of Moscow, had 



A blood -covered police officer tries to reach safety on a militia 
vehicle after being badly wounded during violent dashes between 
marching protesters and security forces outside the White House 
in Moscow Sunday (AFP photo) 


been summoned to the capital. 
Quoting well informed 
sources, it said a unit of In- 
terior Ministry troops based 
outside Moscow had gone over 
to the parliamentary side. 

Journalists at tbe Ostankino 
building said the ground floor 
was ablaze and defenders and 
attackers continued to ex- 
change gunfire. 

But Russian news agencies 
said the assault on the building 
had been resisted and govern- 
ment reinforcements were 
arriving at tee scene. 

An official of Itar-Tass later 
broadcast a statement saying 
the agency was continuing to 
work normally despite the pre- 


sence of armed anti-Yeltsin 
protestors in part of the build- 
ing. 

“Despite the blockade im- 
posed on Itar-Tass by armed 
men, the news service is con- 
tinuing its work normally,” the 
agency's director, Vitaly 
Ignatenko, said in a dispatch 
sent over the agency's vires. 

A Itar-Tass journalist told 
AFP that 16 armed men wear- 
ing red armbands stamped with 
the hammer and sickle symbol 
of tbe former Soviet Union had 
taken up positions on the 
ground floor of the agency’s 
headquarters. 

He said discussions were 
underway between agency offi- 


cials and the men, who de- 
scribed themselves as backers 
of ousted Vice-President Alex- 
ander Rutskoi. 

Chaotic scenes sparked the 
worst violence in a protracted 
crisis over who rules the vast, 
nuclear-armed country. 

About 15,000 angry demon- 
strators forced their way 
through rows of police cordons 
to break a siege of parliament, 
sheltering lawmakers deposed 
by Mr. Yeltsin in a Sept. 21 
decree paving a way for fresh 
elections. 

Mr. Rutskoi, the chief 
opposition leader, urged tanks 
to storm the Kremlin. 

In Washington, the Clinton 
administration called events in 
Moscow disturbing and voiced 
support for Mr. Yeltsin. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton said the Un- 
ited States must back “Yeltsin 
and the process of bringing 
about flee and fair elections.” 

But longtime rival, former 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, said Mr. Yeltsin must 
pull all aimed fbreese out of 
Moscow and rescind his decree 
imposing emergency rule. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s foes, apparent- 
ly in a carefully-planned ac- 
tion, seized control of part of 
‘the city arid attacked the 
Ostankino TV headquarters in 
northeast Moscow. 

Later the main Common- 
wealth Television channel 
went off the air after anti- 
Yeltsin forces stormed into TV 
headquarters, a Reuter corres- 
pondent reported from outside 
the building. 

Russia's second channel con- 
tinued to broadcast. Its televi- 
sion centre is situated at 
another point in central Mos- 
cow. 

“All programmes on chan- 
nel one are being switched off 
because Ostankino is being 
stormed, but it has not yet 
been fully overrun,” a spokes- 
man said. 

Reuter correspondent 
Christian Burckhardt, at the 
scene, reported flames and ex- 
plosions from an adjacent 
building to the TV centre, and 
the sound of firing. 

An AFP journalist at the 

(Continued on page 10) 


tJ.N. team tries to unlock Iraqi secrets 


g 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
The head of the biggest team 
of U.N. aims inspectors sent to 
Iraq said Sunday Baghdad still 
had to yield secrets about its 
banned weapons programme. 
“That is why the current 
•vd talks are taking 

j. That is why we have a 

_ig team here,” Nikita Smido- 
vich told Reuters as Iraqi and 
U.N. officials went into a 
second day of talks on weapons 
control and monitoring. 

Baghdad wants the talks — 
expected to last four days — to 
produce a report which will 
persuade the Security Council 
to lift sanctions imposed after 
Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Little has leaked from the 
dosed sessions. Rolf Ekeus, 
chairman of the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) on 
Iraqi weapons, .is leading the- 
U.N. team. Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz the Iraqis. 

Mr. Ekeus emerged from 
what be called very intense 
discussions on Saturday and 
said he was prepared to stay in 
Baghdad "for as long as it is 
necessary.” 

The initial meetings estab- 
lished a number of joint com- 
mittees to study technical de- 
tails of how to implement a 
long-term plan to monitor 
Iraq’s weapons programmes, a 
U.N. official said, declining to 
be named. 

The committees, whose 
number was -not specified, 
would work in parallel with the 
Ekeus- Aziz talks. 

The official added that the 
team of more than 50 U.N. 



Rolf Ekeus, tbe head of (he U.N. Special 
Ca mmlmhM i for disarming Iraq (third from left) 
aad Iraq’s Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 

the three-year-old trade 
embargo would be lifted. 


(third from right) accompanied by their dele- 
gates, discuss long-term arms controls at the 
Foreign Ministry in Baghdad (AFP photo) 


experts in ballistic, chemical 
and biological weapons was 
Sunday carrying out further 
inspections of military sites. 

TTie experts from the biggest 
team of inspectors deployed by 
UNSCOM in Iraq since it was 
formed in the wake of the 1991 
Gulf war. 

Mr. Aziz, quoted by the 
official Iraqi News Agency, 
said Saturday that Iraq “con- 
siders the talks to be impor- 
tant” as they were aimed at 
“dosing definitively the file” 
on disarmament talks. 

Iraq has said, it would 
cooperate with the United Na- 
tions on the understanding that 


Another senior weapons ex- 
pert, Maurizio Zifferero of the 
International Atomic Energy 
‘ Agency (IAEA), also took 
part in the negotiations led by 
Mr. Ekeus, a U.N. spokesman 
said. 

On arrival Friday, Mr. 
Ekeus said he hoped to estab- 
lish a long-term monitoring 
system for Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction but that he 
expected the talks to be “com- 
plex.” 

The government newspaper 
AI Jumhuriya has said tbe talks 


should lead to agreement that 
Baghdad had complied with all 
the U.N. conditions for lifting 
the embargo, which was im- 
posed on Iraa in August 1990 
when it invaded Kuwait. 

The Security Council last 
month dedded to renew the 
sanctions, arguing that Bagh- 
dad had not yet met its condi- 
tions. 

A source dose to the United 
Nations told AFP that the 
baqi-U.N. talks could help nar- 
row differences between the 
two parties but that the “gap is 
still wide” over the lifting of 
the sanctions. 



Protesters beat and kick a riot policeman after their march was stopped by police on one of the 
main Moscow streets Sunday (AFP photo) 


Jordan, Palestinians study 
economic ties — Majali 

Premature to judge scope and outcome 


By Jamal Halaby 

The Associated Press 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Al Majali said 
Sunday Jordan and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) were discussing eco- 
nomic cooperation between - 
the Kingdom and Palesti- 
nians in territories soon to 
gain autonomy from Israel 
under a peace accord. 

But he said it was prema- 
ture to speculate on the scope 
and details of any interaction. 

In an interview with the 
Associated Press, Dr. Majali 
said the government was 
awaiting the return of Crown 
Prince Hassan from Washing- 
ton to learn details of a 
Jordanian-Israeli economic 
committee formed after a 
meeting in Washington Fri- 
day between Prince Hassan 
and Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres. 

Tbe White House meeting 
was the first such high-level 
encounter between the two 
Middle East neighbours, 
which have been technically 
in a state of war since the 
creation of the Jewish state in 
1948. 

The committee they estab- 
lished would serve as a vehi- 
cle for Jordan to receive 
some of the funds pledged by 
nations to help implement 
the self-rule agreement be- 
tween Israel and the PLO. 

At a conference held in 
Washington last week, inter- 



Abdul Salam Al Majali 

national donors pledged 
more than $2 billion in aid for 
the Palestinians over the next 
two years. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat said the funds were 
not enough, and that S5 bil- 
lion are needed over that 
period to set an infrastructure 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Dr. Majali said Jordan, 
too, was expecting interna- 
tional assistance “rather 
quickly” to remedy its econo- 
mic woes. 

“Jordan has its own pro- 
jects and it needs support," 
he said. “It is going to be too 
dangerous to put more bur- 
dens — the price of peace — 
on tbe Jordanians.” 

Under the historic PLO- 
Israeli accord, the Palesti- 


nians will have limited auton- 
omy in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip for a period of five 
years while negotiations get 
under way in the final status 
of these territories. 

Israel and Jordan signed a 
document committing them 
to an agenda for future-peace 
talks on Sept. 14, a day after 
the PLO-Isracii accord was 
signed at the White House. 

Jordan ruled the West 
Bank before it was occupied 
by Israel in 1967. The King- 
dom renounced all territorial 
claims to the land in 1988. 

Palestinians make up a 
nearly half of Jordan's 3.9 
million population. They 
control much of the King- 
dom's economy through 
banks, major trading houses 
and industries they own. 

The Kingdom is saddled 
with S6.5 billion in foreign 
debt. Its budget has been 
especially strained since the 
1991 Gulf crisis, when 
opposition to the U.S.-led 
war against Iraq cost Amman 
millions of dollars in aid from 
the oil-rich Gulf states. 

Jordan's role in the Palesti- 
nian autonomy has not been 
clearly defined, adding to the 
government’s worries. 

Palestinian officials in Am- 
man said the economic coop- 
eration under study would 
involve Jordanian control of 
Palestinian banking and 
financial institutions in the 
autonomous territories, con- 

( Continued on page 10) 


Israeli forces hunt activists; 
Hamas strikes, PLO protests 


Combined agency dispatches 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Israel said on Sunday its 
army was targetting militants 
opposed to its peace deal with 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and denied this 
violated understandings with 
the Palestinian leadership. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat protested in a letter to 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
about the killing of two mem- 
bers of the Muslim fun- 
damentalist Hamas on Satur- 
day and the arrest of 16 Arabs, 
Palestinians said. 

A strike called by Hamas 
shut down the Gaza Strip 
towns of Nusseirat and Bureij, 
where the local leader arid 
deputy of Hamas's armed wing 
were gunned down in an army 
sweep on Saturday, a corres- 
pondent reported. 

Masked Hamas members, 
who oppose the Israel-PLO 
autonomy accord, paraded in 
the streets of Bureij before the 
army deployed in force, wit- 
nesses said. 

But the protest action was 
only partially observed in Gaza 
City, where unknown 


assailants fired shots at an 
army base, and the rest of the 
strip. Soldiers riposted in Gaza 
Gty, but no injuries were re- 
ported. 

Protesters burned tyres at 
several crossroads in the city. 

“We will cany on our ac- 
tions in the (occupied) territor- 
ies and particularly in Gaza 
against Palestinians wanted for 
terrorism,” Gaza army com- 
mander General Yom Tov 
Sarnia told Israel Radio. 

He branded the wanted men 
as “suicidal," an allusion to a 
spate of suicide bomb attacks 
in September that left three 
fundamentalists dead but 
failed to kill any Israelis. 

The PLO urged Israel to halt 


Woman wounded 

AN ISRAELI woman was shot 
and wounded by gunfire ftom a 
passing car south of Bethlehem 
in the occupied West Bank 
Sunday, Israel Radio said. 

Israeli security sources con- 
firmed an Israeli woman had 
been shot and wounded but 
they did not initially know tbe 
nature of the vehicles involved. 


violence against Palestinians 
after Saturday's massive milit- 
ary sweep, less than two weeks 
ahead of the launch of Palesti- 
nian autonomy. 

"We cal! on the Israeli gov- 
ernment to stop all such activi- 
ties because they create a nega- 
tive atmosphere,” Bassam 
Abu Sharif, Mr. Arafat's poli- 
tical adviser, told Israel Radio. 

The operation was “in 
breach of the agreement" be- 
tween Israel and the PLO on 
autonomy, he said. 

“Stopping violence was an 
agreement and we call this 
violence against Palestinians,” 
Mr. Abu Sharif said in an 
interview from PLO headquar- 
ters in the Tunisian capital. 

Hie troops also rocketed 
homes in the biggest army op- 
eration since the Israel-PLO 
deal was signed on Sept. 13. 

“I emphasise our actions 
against wanted Hamas activ- 
ists... that is the main emphasis 
on my part in the near future,” 
Gen. Samia said. 

He said the army would not 
use the same measures against 
groups that halted attacks on 

(Continued on page 10) 





Middle East News 


Arabs resist U.S. 
efforts to call off 


boycott of Israel 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjnni opened the 19th 
International Tehran Fair on 
Saturday with U.S. products 
making a spectacular showing 
for the first time since the 
Islamic revolution of 1979. 

American' industrial and 
household goods bearing 
"Made in USA" tags were 
prominently displayed among 
products from 50 other coun- 
tries jt the fair. 

Well-known American con- 
sumer giants such as General 
Motors displayed a Cadillac 
and a Chevrolet. General Elec- 
tric and Wcstinghouse also 
came in with household ap- 
pliances which were adorned 
with small U.S. flags. 

But the U.S. companies 
were represented by Iranian 
firms since Tehran and 
Washington severed diploma- 
tic ties in 1‘iSO following the 
capture of American hostages 
by Iranian radicals. 

Mr. Rafsunjani said in an 
inauguration speech that Iran 

P lanned to serve as a link 
etween Centra! Asia and 
other countries in the region 
and become "a centre for eco- 
nomic cooperation." 

"We plan to revive the 
ancient 'Silk Route' and estab- 
lish a vast communications net- 
work between the region's 


countries." he said. 

Iranian Trade Minister 
Yahya Al Eshagh said Iran 
attached “great importance" 
to foreign trade, notably with 
Islamic and neighbouring 
countries. 


Some 2.000 companies from 
51 countries are participating 
in the exhibition, which is sche- 
duled to run until Oct. 12. 

But foreign participation, 
particularly by industrial coun- 
tries. was markedly lower this 
vear, due to the financial crisis 
facing the Iranian government 
in the past 12 months. 

Asian countries were not 
very visible, citing delayed 
payments of debts by Iranian 
companies. 

An official from Japan’s Ex- 
port Promotion Centre told 


AFP no private Japanese com- 
panies had signed up for the' 
fair and that the centre was 
only setting up information 
booths. 

South Korea is attending 
with five companies against 12 
last year. The Daewoo Cor- 
poration exhibited household 
appliances and the firm 
kumho displayed tyres. 

A Korean official’ said many 
of his country’s firms stayed 
away because of the delay in 
repayment of money Iranian 
firms owed them. 
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By Jacques Charmelot 

Agence France Presse 

NEW YORK — The United States can bask in its quick rallying of 
international aid for the Palestinians but has made little headway in 
convincing most Arab countries to lift their boycott against Israel. 

Secretary of State Warren Christopher spent much of the week in 
New York discussing the issue with Arab ministers, but returned to 
Washington Friday without a single, clear-cut promise. 

Lifting of the economic boycott and rescinding anti-Israel U.N. 
resolutions are high on Washington's diplomatic agenda, especially 
in the wake of the Sept. 13 accord between Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) giving Palestinians limited self-rule 
in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank town of Jericho. 

“The boycott has become an anachronism,” a senior U.S. official 
said. 

But U.S. moves to end it have met with resistance, even from : 
one of Washington's most faithful allies. Prince Saud Al Faisal of j 
Saudi Arabia. The prince has upheld the Arab line, saying the , 
Arab League would study the boycott issue. 

The Arabs have given no date for such a review to the U.S. 
administration, the U.S. official said. 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, a member of the PLO Executive Commit- 
tee and the head of the Palestinian delegation at Friday’s aid 
conference, said the Palestinian leadership saw no benefit in lifting 
the boycott during the planned two-year interim period of limited 
Palestinian autonomy, before negotiations on the definitive status 
of the occupied Gaza Strip and West Bank. 

The 43-year-old boycott prohibits Arab countries and businesses 
from trading with Israel and closes Arab markets to companies that 
do business with Israel. 

Israel and the United States argue that these sanctions are 
costing the Israeli economy billions of dollars and are now 
completely incompatible with the new spirit of cooperation 
spawned in the Middle East by the Israeli-PLO accord. 

Some countries, including Kuwait, have announced they would 
ease certain aspects of the boycott. And U.S. diplomats have 
acknowledged privately that the boycott is not being strictly 
respected. 

However, the U.S. official said, “obviously, we are not satisfied. 
We want an official end to the boycott.” 

Mr. Christopher and his assistant secretary of near Eastern 
affairs. Edward Djerejian, tried to persuade the Arabs that they 
could not aid the Palestinians, who will have structured economic 
contacts with Israel, and at the same time maintain a boycott 
which, if enforced, would hinder economic development in the 
newly autonomous territories. 

“I don’t see what the boycott has to do with the pledging 
tomorrow,” rhe Saudi prince tersely remarked Thursday, the eve 
of the international meeting in Washington at which $600 million in 
aid were pledged to the Palestinians next year and some $2 billion, 
dollars over five years. 

The toughest talk came from Syrian President Hafez Al Assad 
during a rare television interview broadcast Friday in the United 
States. 

The Syrian leader said he foresaw no easing of the boycott before 
Israel withdrew completely from all occupied Arab lands. 

“The boycott took place because of wars and occupation,” Mr. 
Assad said, adding that peace must come before other aspects of 
normalisation. 

The boycott question was the focus of an Arab coordination 
meeting in New York Thursday. According to Arab diplomatic 
sources. Syrian Foreign Minister FaroukAl Sharaa, who is due to 
arrive in Washington next week, showed the toughest opposition, 
describing the Israeli-PLO accord as a stab in the bade to the 
Arabs. 
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BEIRUT (AFP) — Hizbollah 
will never recognise Israel be- 
cause the Jewish state repre- 
sents u “constant danger” to 
the Middle East, the armed 
fundamentalist faction's secret- 
ary general warned here 
Saturday. 

Sheikh Hassan- Nasrallah 
told AFP that his pro-Iranian 
movement “will never recog- 
nise Israel even rf the rest of 
the world does because Israel 
poses a constant danger to the 
entire region." 

“Our position is immutable. 
Israel is a foreign presence 
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ISRAELI VIOLENCE: A Palestinian youth camp after Israeli forces lolled two Palestinians 
carries a 65-year-old woman, shot in her leg by belonging to the armed wing of the Is la mic 
Israeli troops during dashes in the BureiJ - movement Hamas during a massive sweep 
refugee camp Sunday. Clashes erupted in the Saturday (AFP photo) 


imposed on the region by 
force,” Sheikh Nasrallah 


force,” Sheikh Nasrallah 
added. 

“Instead of war, Israel 
(now) wants to use the eco- 
nomy to gain control of all the 
region's resources, notably oil 
and water,'’ he said. 

He warned that if peace 
were “imposed" on the region, 
“famine, economic crises (and) 
conflicts between the (re- 
gion's) countries" would re- 
sult. 

Hizbollah opposes the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
described as a “trap” last 
month's historic accord be- 
tween Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation on li- 
mited Palestinian autonomy in 
the Israel-occupied territories. 

The movement's chief stres- 
sed that Israel had to withdraw 
unconditionally from southern 
Lebanon and that militiamen 
of the pro-Israeli South Leba- 
non Army “must be tried for 
treason." 

“While one square metre of 
Lebanese territory is occu- 
pied we will continue to re- 
sist,” Sheikh Nasrallah added. 

Israel, which occupies a 
1,000 souare-kilometre “secur- 
ity zone'’ in southern Lebanon, 
has made its withdrawal from 
the area conditional on a cessa- 
tion of mainly^ Hizbollah hosti- 
lities against its forces. 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — A 
Tow missile fired by the U.S. 
Quick Reaction Force from a 
Cobra helicopter misfired and 
hit a civilian district, a U.N. 
military spokesman said. 

Major David Stockwell told 
journalists the target had been 
a reinforced building of a dis- 
used pasta factory, not a 
cigarette factory as reported 
earlier, in which “there were 
anti-air guns." 

Somali witnesses said at least 
seven people were killed and 
named some of them, but there 
were no visible corpses. 

Maj. Stockwell said the heli- 
copters returned later but did 
not observe loss of civilian life 
although they had seen a fire 
and people frying to put it out. 

"If there are civilian victims 
it is regrettable," he said. 

Seven Nigerian and three 
Italian soldiers were killed 
near the pasta factory in a 
region where U.N. forces 
operate only by helicopter. 

Mr. Stockwell said eight 
helicopters, including five 
Cobras, had taken part in the 
operation during which three 
Tow missiles were fired. 

“A Cobra launched the first 


missile, another missile mal- 
functioned’’ and the pilot tried 
to deviate it so that it would bit 
open ground, he said. 

The disused factory, in a 
zone controlled by warlord 
Mohammad Far ah A i deed’s 
Somali National Alliance, is on 
the October 21 Road, four 
kilometres from the disused 
cigarette factory which was 
searched Saturday in a vast 
dawn operation. 

More than 650 U.N. troops 
carried out the major sweep 
through southern Mogadishu 
in a hunt for weapons held by 
followers of Gen. Aideed, 
Captain Tun McDavitt said. 

He said the 90-minute op- 
eration was centred around the 
city’s port, airport and the 
cigarette factory near where 
U.N. patrols had dashed on 
several occasions with follow- 
ers of Gen. Aideed. 

The operation, backed by 
two U.S. combat helicopters, 
involved 100 Pakistani troops, 
100 Egyptians, 200 Malaysians, 
160 Bangladeshis and 100 sol- 
diers from the United Arab 
Emirates, he said; 

Capt. McDavitt said at least 
two missiles were found. He 


said a fuller list of seized 
weapons would be released 
later. 

Meanwhile, the U.N. spe- 
cial envoy to Somalia, retired 
U.S. Admiral Jonathan T. 
Howe, went to the Ethiopian 
capita] Addis Ababa where he 
met President Ato Meles 
Zenawi to discuss the situation 
in Somalia, U.N. spokesman 
Faruk Mawlawi said. 

He said Adm. Howe had 
also met with foreign affairs 
officials and representatives of 
the Organisation of African 
Unity and some of its member 
states who have sent troops to 
-Somalia. 

U.S. announces aid 

The United States plans to 
provide $25 million in material 
assistance to Somalia and 
another $2 million in cash 
through the United Nations to 
help rebuild the Somali justice 
system, the White House said. 

President Bill Clinton has 
ordered . that supplies from 
Pentagon stocks be distributed 
to U.N. peacekeepers in 


Somalia to help establish pris- 
ons. reconstitute a police force 


ons, reconstitute a police force 
and other law enforcement 
needs, the White House said. 


EC to debate Mideast, 
Yugoslavia peace efforts 


First U.S. products at Tehran 
fair since 1979 revolution 


LUXEMBOURG (R) — 
European Community (EC) 
foreign ministers will debate 
on Monday with varying de- 
grees of hopefulness what they 
can do to improve peace pros- 
pects in the Middle East. South 
Africa and former Yugoslavia. 

During a long and varied 
agenda, the ministers will also 


discuss at a regular mont hly 
meeting progress in the GATT 


meeting progress in the GATT 
Uruguay round of world 
trade talks. 

Mediators Lord Owen and 
Thdrvald Stoltenberg will brief 
ministers on events in former 
Yugoslavia following the Bos- 
nian parliament's rejection of 
the latest peace plan last week 
on the grounds it let Bosnian 
Serbs keep too much con- 
quered land. 

Foreign Minister Willy Claes 
of Belgium, which holds the 
EC’s rotating presidency, con- 
fessed on Friday to being close 
to despair over the Bosnian 
developments. 


cooperation and closer politic- 
al dialogue. 

Ministers will also hear re- 
ports about last week's interna- 
tional aid-pledging conference 
in Washington Tor the occupied 
territories. The EC commis- 
sion believes the territories 
must get prompt, large-scale aid 
to show Palestinians that their 
peace accord with Israel is 
bearing fruit. 

Diplomats said the JEC must 
speak with one voice if it 
sought to play a big role along- 
side agencies like the World 
Bank in coordinating interna- 
tional aid for the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho, the first areas to 
gain self-rule under the peace 
accord. 


Only three days before Afri- 
can National Congress leader 


The ministers may possibly 
ecide to make a formal re- 


decide to make a formal re- 
quest to the Western European 
Union to examine whether it 
could provide a police force for 
Mostar in Bosnia under a fu- 
ture peace settlement. The EC 
might provide a future admi- 
nistrator for the town which 
has been fiercely contested by 
Muslims and Croats. 

Ministers will discuss a re-' 
commendation from the EC 
commission to give it a nego- 
tiating mandate to upgrade a 
1975 EC agreement with Israel 
to include freer trade in ser- 
vices, stepped-up research 


Nelson Mandela visits Brus- 
sels. the ministers will also 
debate the commission's ideas 
for a sliding programme of EC 
aid to accompany South Afri- 
ca's progress toward full demo- 
cracy. 

The commission has sug- 
gested fresh EC aid to prepare 
For elections due next April, 
plus more economic links with 
the prospect of a formal coop- 
eration agreement after the 
poll. 

Trade Commissioner Sir 
Leon Brittan will report on his 
talks in Washington last week with 
U.S. Trade Representative 
Mickey Kamor. But diplomats 
said he would have little new to 
say on a November 1992 U.S.- 
EC deal curbing subsidised 
farm exports. 


CAIRO (R) — Archaeologists 
racing to excavate land in the 
path of a planned canal in 
Egypt have found the Horns 
road of war, a route used by 
pharaonic armies marching 
across the Sinai deserts to the 
Near East, officials said. 

Egyptian Antiquities Orga- 
nisation (EAO) officials said 
Saturday that another site 
found near Tel Hassan Daoud 
in the eastern Nile Delta dated 
back before the pharaonic era 
began in 3200 B.C. and was 
one of the largest of its kind. 

Archaeologists uncovered 
the Horus road during excava- 
tions along the future path of 
the Salaam Canal, EAO Chair- 
man Abdul Halim Non red dine 
said in a statement. 

The canal is an ambitious 
project intended to carry water 
from the Nile River eastwards 
into the arid, empty Sinai 
Peninsula and settle millions of 
Egyptians there. 

Mr. Noureddine said ex- 
cavators also uncovered a forti- 
fied town, dating back to the 
reign of Pharaoh Seti I around 
1300 B.C., near the modern 
town of East Qantara on the 
Suez Canal. 

The fort. 400 metres long by 
about 200 metres wide, is the 
largest discovered intact, he 
added. It lies about 24 
kilometres east of the Suez 
Canal. 

“It was the starting point for 
Egyptian armies heading east.: 
From it. we can map out the- 
Horus road of war that used to 
link Egypt and Palestine," Mr. 


Noureddine said. Horus was the 
ancient Egyptian god of the 
sun. 

In their 3,000-year history, 
Egypt's pharaohs often ven- 
tured across Sinai to fight Hit- 
tites and other civilisations m 
the area now covered by Israel, 
the occupied Palestinian terri- 
tories, Lebanon, Jordan, Syria 
and Iraq. 


Raineses II, a great com- 
mander famous for building 
the spectacular Abu Simbd 
Temple in southern Egypt, was 
nearly killed in one such battle 
at Kadesh, in what is now 
Syria, in about 1280 B.C. 

EAO officials said the pre- 
pharaonic find at Tel Hassan 
Daoud, between the eastern 
Nile Delta towns of Ismailia 
and Zagazig, included' 514 
tombs, many with full 
skeletons, as well as pottery, 
jewellery and brass hooks used 
for fishing. 


There were also graves for 
animals including one for a 
cow representing the goddess 
Hathour. One tomb contained 
both a cow and a man, pre- 
figuring later pharaohs such as 
Amenhotep II and Queen Hat- 
shepsut, who were portrayed 
suckling cows. 

Mr. Noureddine has recom- 
mended that a museum be 
built in the Suez Canal area to 
house remains now being dug 
up. As well as pharaonic re- 
mains, Greek, Roman and ear- 
ly Christian rains are being 
discovered, he told Reuters 
recently. 
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Syrian-tsraeli progress 
in sight, Musa reports 


U . S . missile misfires in Mogadishu 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyp- 
tian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa has said that' the dead- 
lock in vital peace talks be- 
tween Israel and Syria could 
soon be broken. 

Mr. Musa, speaking on his 
return from attending the 
opening of the U.N. General 
Assembly session in New 
York, said there was “a good 
chance of progress on the Sy- 
rian-Israeii front." 

He said Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk Al Sharaa 
would go to Washington on 
Monday to hold “high level 
talks with the American admi- 
nistration aimed at getting the 
(Syrian-Israeli) negotiations 
going." 

There were “intensive 
efforts on the international and 
regional level to adiieve this 
goal,” be said. 

, Syria, a key participant in 
the Middle East peace talks 
with Israel, is demanding an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
strategic Golan Heights, seized 
in 1967, in exchange for peace. 

Syrian peace with the Jewish 
state is considered to be vital 
for the success of the auton- 
omy deal signed Sept. 13 by 
Israel and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

Egyptian officials said Mr. 
Musa was to travel back to 
Washington in the second half 
of October for talks on the 
Middle East with President Bill 
Clinton. 


Lebanon-Syria coordination 


In Zahle, Lebanon, Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi said Saturday 
Lebanon and Syria would con- 
tinue coordinating closely in 
the peace talks with Israel to 
achieve a just and comprehen- 
sive peace. 


“We entered the negoti*-. 
dons together and together we 
strive to regain our rights and 
dignity," Mr. Hrawi said in a 
speech, 

Lebanon and Syria “will 
work together to achieve a just 
and comprehensive peace,*’ 
added Mr. Hrawi, who on Fri- 
day held talks in Damascus 
with Syrian President Hafez A! 
Assad. 

Syria is the main foreign 
power broker in Lebanon, 
where 15 years of civil war 
ended m 1990. 

Beirut newspapers reported', 
on Saturday that a U.S. -Israeli 
proposal seeking early prog- 
ress towards peace between 
Israel and Lebanon was made 
this week to Lebanese Prime. 
Minister Rafik Al Hariri in 
New York. 

The proposal, dubbed by the 
papers the “Lebanon first" op- 
tion, calls for a joint Lebanese- 
Israeli military committee to 
discuss a timetable for an 
Israeli withdrawal from Sooth 
Lebanon and security arrange-, 
ments for the border. 

Mr. Hrawi, speaking at a 
ceremony to lay the foundation 
stone for a hospital in eastern. 
Lebanon, called on the 
Lebanese to bad their govern- 
ment at the peace talus. 

Several Lebanese groups 
oppose the Arab- Israeli peace 
talks, among those, the mili- 
tant pro-Iranian Hizbollah is 
die most vocal and is waring a 
guerrilla war to chase Israeli 
troops out of a so-called 
“security zone” they occupy in 
South Lebanon. 

Nine people were killed last 
month when Lebanese troops 
fired at a Hizbollah (Party of 
God) rally protesting the sign- 
ing of a peace pact between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 


Bashir invites Carter to broker peace in Sudan 


Egypt uncovers pharaonic 
‘road of war’ in Sinai 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter 
has accepted an invitation by Sudanese President Omar Hassan 
Al Bashir to resume his good offices between the government 
and the rebel Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA), a 
government official announced. The invitation was extended in 
a message delivered to Mr. Carter in New York Thursday by: 
the director of the political department in the Sudanese Foreign 
Ministry, Mehdi Ibrahim, 'said Ali Al Haj Mohammad, 
minister at the federal chamber and government spokesman fear 
peace talks with the SPLA. A date for Mr. Carter’s visit td 
Sudan is to _be set later. The message also dealt with Mr. 
Cartier’s earlier peace bids in Nairobi 4n December 1989 and 
with Sudanese-U.S. relations, the Sudanese News Agency 
(SUNA) quoted the official as saying in a statement. 


Israeli Druze leader dies 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The religious leader of Israel’s 70,000 
strong Druze community died overnight at the age of 95, Israel 
radio announced Sunday. Sheikh Amin Taref, who took over 
the role from his father in 1928. died m his borne village of Jullis 
in the Galilee region, where the Druze are concentrated in 
Israel. He leaves no male heir to the position of spiritual chief 
of the Druze, a secretive sect founded in a 10th-century 
breakaway from Shiism. The sheikh won the Israel Prize in 
1990, the country’s highest cultural honour. While the Israeli 
Druze serve in the army, another 15,000 Druze live on the 
occupied Golan Heights and remain loyal to Syria. 


Over 42 tonnes of drugs seized in Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Authorities here have seized more than 42 
tonnes of drags in the past six months, Iranian state radio <p»h 
S aturday. Gting a statement by the security forces, it said the 
record haul was a sharp rise, as authorities had seized 53.8 
tonnes for all of 1992. It said the drags included opium, herfnn, 
and opium extracts hauled from the southeastern province of 
Sistan-Baluchistan, Khorassan in the east, Yazd and Esfahan in 
the centre as well as Gorgan in the northeast. The radio also 
reported that 32,458 people “linked to the drug trade” were 
arrested during the six months period ending Sept. 22. 


UAE minister sues British engineer 


LONDON (R) — A leading member of the ruling family of 
Dubai is suing a British engineer, alleging fraud over prestige 
contracts in the emirate, the Observer newspaper reported 
Sunday. The Observer said United Arab Emirates Defence 
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Ben Rashid Al Maktoum had, 
with the Dubai government itself, lodged a writ in the British 
high court claiming damages from an engineer who had 
handled a number of major projects. The newspaper quoted 
the writ as seeking damages for “fraud and/or deceit and/or 
conspiracy to defraud.” It said the document sought 
repayment of “all bribes and/or commissions'' and “an account 
of all secret profits." 
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‘Displaced’ persons may return , but questions remain on where and how 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — On October 13. 
1993. a joint Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO)-IsraeJ standing com- 
mittee will begin to decide on 
procedures for the return of 
1967 displaced persons, or so 
says the peace timetable as 
forwarded by the Gaza- 
Jericho first plan. 

Thus far it has not been 
made dear by either the PLO 
or the Israeli government ex- 
actly who is a 1967 displaced 
person and how his/her repat- 
riation will be effected. 

According to the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency' (UNRWA), some 

240,000 Palestinians native to 
the territories occupied by 
Israel after the June 1967 
Arab-Israeli war were dis- 
placed to Jordan. These peo- 
ple-are officially considered 
“displaced" rather than re- 
fugees, since the territories in 
question "were under Jorda- 
nian rule and thus the people 
were not made refugees from 
one country to another, but 
were internally displaced. 

In contrast, 1967 refugees 
are those Palestinians who 
fled their homes in what be- 
came the state of. Israel in 
1948. Most of these people 
lived from 1948 to 1967 in the 
West Bank or the Gaza Strip. 

The became homeless a 
second time in 1967 when 
they crossed the Jordan River 
and nook refuge in the King- 
dom. 

UNRWA registered some 
150,000' such two-time re- 
fugees in Jordan in 1967. 


Therefore about 390.000 
Palestinians fled to Jordan in 
1967 as a result of the war. 

Some PLO officials already 
fear that the difference in 
terminology may be used at 
some point by Israeli officials 
to “change their minds on 
who goes back and who does 
not." 

The Oslo Accord or PLO- 
Israel Declaration of Princi- 
ples says in Article XII, "the 
arrangements will include the 
constitution of a standing 
committee that will decide by 
agreement on the modalities 
of admission of persons dis- 
placed from the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip in 1967, 
together with necessary mea- 
sures to prevent disruption 
and disorder." * 

This standing committee 
according to Article XII will 
liaise with the governments 
of Jordan and Egypt. 

For many political obser- 
vers the article is vague at 
best. While PLO officials are 
not saying who exactly can go 
back, what repatriation sys- 
tem will be used and what the 
timetable is for repatriation, 
they are slowly but surely 
trying to clarify some points 
of confusion. 

The PLO officials say that 
Palestinians, be they in Jor- 
dan or elsewhere, who fled 
the occupied territories in 
1967 and are stateless, in that 
they do not carry the 
nationality of any country, 
are likely to get “priority 
status." 

According to PLO officials 
there are “at least” 250,000 
Palestinians residing in Jor- 
dan with “at least" another 



A United Nations Refief and Works Agency (UNRWA) official 
assists Palestinian women in one of several centres established 


to provide various services to refugees and displaced persons 
(File photo) 


150,000 residing in Syria. 

"The stateless people in 
Jordan, or those with two- 
year Jordanian passports or 
refugee travel documents, 
who fled in 1967, will be 
given special consideration 
and may even get priority.” 
said a senior PLO official 
while on a visit to Amman 
earlier this week. 


Carefully choosing his 
words in order to avoid “giv- 
ing hope to too many.” the 
official, speaking on' condi- 
tion of anonymity, said “the 
people who are here on tem- 
porary passports and travel 
permits have priority over 
others." According to the 
PLO official, up to 250.000 
Palestinians in Jordan have 


temporary or two-year pass- 
ports. The Jordan limes was 
not able to obtain a confirma- 
tion of this figure from the 
Jordanian ministers involved. 

Thus far no clarifications as 
to the qualifying factors for 
early return have been 
announced by the PLO or 
Israel. 


According to the Foreign 
. assport Division at the 
'bird Circle in Amman, 
.^ese Palestinians have never 
; -id voting rights since they 
..re not considered citizens of 
lie state. Besides, they are 
:iie most impoverished categ- 
ory of people in Jordan and 
their legal position internally 
is no different from that of 


any foreign labourer in the 
count rv. 

About 70,000— 100,000 of 
the quarter million Palesti- 
nians concerned are from the 
Gaza Strip. They were given 
Jordanian travel documents 
or two-year passports after 
the 1988 decision to disen- 
gage from the West Bank. 
Previously they held Egyp- 
tian travel documents which 
they would renew through 
the 1 Egyptian Embassy in 
Amman. 

But despite the hopes of 
the PLO that the 250.000 
Palestinians with temporary 
Jordanian travel permits will 
be able to return to the 
autonomous regions in the 
occupied territories, their sta- 
tus remains in “limbo.” 

“We are here and we are 
living relatively well." said 
Um Zaki, 48, a displaced 
person from Khan Younis in 
the Gaza Strip who has made 
the Baqa'a refugee camp her 
home for the last 25 years. 

“We have no house in 
Khan Younis ... at least we 
have one here,” said the 
mother of twelve. 

Her son Ziad, disturbed by 
his mother's complacency 
said: “No. we want to go 
bac‘: to Gaza — we will 
welcome it — if they tell us to 
go back tomorrow we will." 

The difference of opinion* 
between parent and child in 
this Gazan family, who has 
lived for 25 years in Jordan 
on first Egyptian then Jorda- 
nian travel permits, is a re- 
flection of the wider dis- 
placed persons' scene in Jor- 
dan. 

“I like the security here," 


says Um Zuki. But her sons 
argue that as non-citizens 
they are not allowed to own 
land, property, or open their 
own business, and such living 
conditions are not conducive 
to staying on in the long 
term, they maintain. 

"The first chance we have 
to return, we will do so ... 
because that is our only hope 
of citizenship and national 
independence.” said Zaki, 
32. 

At the Land Registration 
Office in the Amman suburb 
of Wadi Seer, three Gazans, 
dealing in sports garments 
registered their shops in the 
names of friends because, as 
one official explained, "they 
are not Jordanians, they have 
two-year passports ... in 
order to own a shop they 
need to register it in the name 
of a Jordanian citizen.” 

Many displaced Palesti- 
nians in Jordan are business 
people who have registered 
their businesses in the names 
of Jordanian nationals, said 
the official. "I have personal- 
ly registered some 100 
businesses of this sort.” he 
added. 

These Palestinians have 
economic interests which 
would encourage them to 
stay in Jordan even if they 
were allowed to return to 
Gaza or Jericho, explained 
Ziad. 

“Economic interests will 
make a lot of difference — if 
they make it economically 
interesting in the auton- 
omous regions, a lot of peo- 
ple will go back — if not, 
many will prefer to stay in 
Jordan.” he said. 


Jordan to celebrate Arab Child Day 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
will join the Arab and Interna- 
tiona] Community Monday in 
celebrating the Arab Child 
Day and International Day of 
the Child which has chosen 
“the school and a better future 
for children,” as the theme of 
its commemoration. 

Celebrations will be held 
under the patronage of Her 
Majesty ^OueenNoor. 

The week-long celebrations . . 
will ip^de;lecroi^ 7 W|npetif- . 
tions, book exhibitions, rfir. 
creational trips -and a free - 
medical day, during which doc- 
tors will examine children free 
of charge at the various social 
development centres, in the 
Kingdom according to Minister 
of Social Development 
Mohammad Ai Sqour. 

In: 1984,, the Cabinet 
adopted a resolution by the 
Council of Arab Ministers of 
Social Affairs, stipulating that 
the International Day of the 
Child would be observed in the 
Arab World as well. Since then 
the first Monday of October 
every year would be com- 
memorated as the Arab Child 
Day. . . . - 

The same year, the cabinet 
also adopted.the charter of the 
rights of thejArab Child as an 
official charter binding to Jor- 
dan. ■ 
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Jordanian schorl girls rush home after classes in Jabal Amman 
(Staff photo by Aynsley Floyd) 


On Sept. 30, 1990 Queen 
Noor deputised for His Majes- 
ty King Hussein in attending 
the New York World Summit 
for Children, attended by 
world leaders, and endorsed 
the summit declaration. 

Jordan also ratified the Un- 
ited Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child, as an ' 
expression of Jordan’s commit- 


ment to improving the health 
and welfare of children. 

The Kingdom has succeeded 
over the past decade in bring- 
ing infant mortality rates down 
to 37 per 1,000 live births from 
70 in 1981. 

Jordan also reduced illitera- 
cy rates from 28 per cent in 
1981 per cent by 1990. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 
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Art exhibition by artist Ali Al Mi’mar at the OrfiaK Art 
Gaflery. Telephone 826932. 

A Photographic exhibition on nature and the township of 
Sakefa by artist Ghassan ’Aayasrah at the Student Affairs 
Department at the University of Jordan. 

■ft Exhibition of etchings by Mohammad Omar KhaHI at Darat 
Al Ftmqn.of the Abdul Hamid Shoman Foundation in Jabal 
LuweDideh. Also showing the permanent exhibition. Tele- 
phone 643251/2. 

☆ Plastic art exhibition by artist Hussein Daasefa at the Alia 
Art Gaflery. 

☆ Caricature drawings exhibition by artists Mustafa Al Wawi 
anti. Ala*. Tahasfa at the University of Jordan’s Student 
Affairs Depa r t m ent. 

☆ Exhibition of pdnringc and old manuscripts at (he Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

☆ Painting exhibition by artist Fateh Moodarres at the 
BateHin Art Gallery. 

☆ Art wrhThainn entitled ‘‘Eastern Dancing — Entertainment 
in Spare Time” by Sigrid Beosemann at Goethe Institute. 

☆ Tte First International Festival of Fine Arts in Jordan 
onrtrht f “Cotour and Light in the Nabatean Civilisation” at 
the Jordan National Gaflery of Fine Arts in Jordan. 

DRAMAS 

☆ Children’s drama entitled “Aladdin’s Lamp” at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 1:00 a.m. 

* FjO&tore drama entitied “The Season" at the Royal Cultural 
Centra at 8:00 p jd. 

FILMS 

* F3m **Le Dernier MflBardaire” at the French 

Cultural Centre at 8:00 p-m. 

BOOK EXHIBITION 

ir ^ Cimqnehensira book and eduotiimal aids exhfliitioo at the 
International Exhibition Hall - University Road. 



4,000 housing units 
under way — HUDD 

World Habitat Day is devoted 
to women in shelter development 


In’am Mufti 

NHF head 
leaves for 
meeting 
in Italy 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation President 
In’am Mufti left for Italy Sun- 
day to attend the special work- 
ing group meeting to develop a 
proposal for the Brussels meet- 
ings on the Economic 
Advancement of Rural 
Women which will be held in 
1994. Mrs. Mufti will also 
attend the regular third meet- 
ing of the International Steer- 
ing Committee (ISC) repre- 
sentatives which will make the 
final preparations for the Brus- 
sels meeting. She will brief 
these meetings on the activities 
sponsored by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, as a member of 
the ISC, in response to the 
Geneva Declaration and 
mechanisms of its implementa- 
tion in Jordan. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In activat- 
ing the National Housing 
Strategy to meet the actual 
needs of the population, the 
fioti$ing and Urban Develop- 
ment Department (HUDD) is 
building 4,000 bousing units, 
according to Yousef Hiyasat, 
director general of HUDD. 

The project is worth JD 30 
million, said Mr. Hiyasat on 
the eve of World H*aibitat Day 
Monday. 

Since its establishment, the 
department has built 30,000 
housing units in 100 housing 
schemes, valued at JD 250 mil- 
lion and housing 200,000 
citizens, said Mr. Hiyasat. 

All the housing projects ex- 
ecuted by HUDD, he added, 
are supplied with the basic 
infrastructure and services. 

The housing units under 
construction are a JD 5 million 
project in Beit Ras in Irbid 
govemorate, a JD 6 million 
project in Zarqa, a JD 2.5 mil- 
lion project in Salt, a JD 3.5 
million in Ain Basha in Balqa 
govemorate, and a JD 2.5 mil- 
lion project to develop the old 
districts of the port city of 
Aqaba, said the HUDD chief. 

Housing projects in Marka, 
Manarah and Mustanidah are 
also being built, said Mr. 
Hiyasat. 

World Habitat Day 

Habitat, the United Nations 
Centre for Human Settlements 
today marks World Habitat 
Day. On the occasion, U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 
GhaJi said this year’s theme, 
“Women in Shelter Develop- 
ment,” "highlights the plight 
of hundreds of millions of 
women living in communities 
without basic housing, ameni- 
ties and services.” 

“Women's commitment to 
their children, their homes and 
their communities has been 
central to the survival and so- 
cial development of people in 
all cultures and societies. It is 
time to recognise and facilitate 
their contribution by taking 
practical steps to eliminate all 
vestiges of discrimination and 


inequality, such as legal and 
social restrictions on their ac- 
cess to land and to credit, 
which hinder their full and 
equal participation in the de- 
velopment - of human settler 
ments," said Dr. Ghali. 

Elizabeth DowdesweiL 
Under-Secretary-General of 
Habitat, said in her message on 
the occasion that “down 
through the ages and in all 
cultures women have been — 
sometimes literally — the 
homemakers. It is they who 
bear children and bear the 
burden of taking care of them. 
Thus the creation of a home, a 
shelter from the elements and 
a base for the family, has been 
primarily the women's respon- 
sibility.” 

"Women are also central to 
the functioning of their com- 
munities whether a village or 
an urban settlement. Women 
do most of the work needed to 
keep their communities clean, 
convivial and safe. This is often 
hard and difficult, especially in 
poor urban settlements.” 

“Yet when it comes to deter- 
mining settlements policies, 
planning settlements and de- 
signing housing programmes 
women are hardly consulted. 
Thus their needs are unplan- 
ned for." 

“National governments, 
non-govemmental organisa- 
tions. donor agencies and in- 
ternational organisations need 
to respond now to the situation 
and needs of women. Only this 
will ensure that housing pro- 
jects are more people friendly 
and take into account the re- 
quirements of women as well 
as men, girls as well as boys.” 
In. planning "better shelter 
and hence better communi- 
ties," Mrs. Dowdesweil had 
the following suggestions: 

— Remove legal barriers to 
housing for women 
— Inform women of their 
rights 

— Increase credit to the 
poor, particularly women 
— Involve women at all 
levels of decision-making, and 
— Provide relevant training 
so that they may participate in 
such decision-making. 



ELECTION PREPARATIONS: Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Satan Al Mqjalf Sunday meets with 
officials of the Executive Council of Amman . At 
the meeting Dr. Majali said the Election Law 
will be enforced to the letter during the coming 


parliamentary elections scheduled for Nov. 8, 
and the government will adhere strictly to its 
provisions and terms. No public institution will 
be allowed to serve as a centre for electioneer- 
ing, added the prime minister (Petra photo) 


Visiting World Food Programme official 
to assess highlands development project 


Income tax revenues are up 


AMMAN (Petra) — The In- 
come Tax Department last 
September collected 
JD7 .563,209 from taxpayers, 

compared with JD6, 170,073 
collected in September last 
year, according to Department 
Director Mansour Haddadin. 

He said that the department 
collected JD98.28L396 since 
the beginning of 1993. 

Mr. Haddadin added that 
the department expects to col- 
lect a total of JD120 million by 
the end of the year. 


Tourism on the rise 

The numbers of European 
and American tourists who vi- 
sited Jordan last year in- 
creased by 116.4 per cent and 
68.4 per cent respectively over 
1991 figures, according to the 
latest issue of the Economist 
magazine. 

Issued by the Federation of 
Jord nian Chamber of Com- 
merce, the Economist said the 
increase had resulted In an 
increase in tourism revenues. 
The magazine said the tourism 
income totalled JD314J mil- 
lion, representing an increase 
of 45.5 per cent over 1991. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The World 
Food Programme (WFP) 
strives to maintain and finance 
land reclamation and highlands 
development schemes in the 
Kingdom, in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
according to Bodo Henze, 
head of a visiting WFP technic- 
al team ■ 

Speaking after a meeting 
with Minister of Agriculture, 
Marwan Kamal, Mr. Henze 
said that during his 3-week visit 
to Jordan he and his colleagues 
will assess the progress of the 
WFP-financed project which is 
now in its third year. 

He said his team will study 
with the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture the prospect of increasing 
allocations for the programme 


in Jordan and will introduce 
some changes aimed at yield- 
ing better results. 

Mr. Henze said he will meet 
farmers involved in the de- 
velopment projects in the areas 
of Irbid, Ajloun, Kura, Zarqa, 
Ma'an, Tafilch. Karak and 
Salt. 

The highland development 
programme, initiated in coop- 
eration with the ministry of 
agriculture, aims at assisting 
the Kingdom in developing this 
agricultural region, according 
to ministry officials. 

Referring to the nature of 
WFP assistance in this prog- 
ramme, Mr. Henze said WFP 
provides food, labour expertise 
and equipment to people farm- 
ing their own land. 


So far 60 per cent of the 

150.000 dunums of land in- 
cluded in the five-year project 
has been developed according 
to plan, said Mr. Henze. 

A lotal of 7.500 landowners 
will benefit from the land de- 
velopment scheme, he added. 

Dr. Kamal told Mr. Henze 
and his team that the highlands 
development project was one 
of the mosl important to small 
fanners. 

The government is eager to 
fully implement the project 
which entails planting fruit 
trees on the largest possible 
scale and reclaiming highlands 
areas in order to increase food 
production, said the minister 
during (he meeting. 


3rd industrial city to go up 


AMMAN (Petra) — In view of 
the growing demand for in- 
dustrial space, the Jordanian 
Industrial Estates Corporation 
(JIEC) has appropriated a 210- 
dunum plot in the Balqa gov- 
emorate for the establishment 
of a third indusriai city after 
the Sahab and AI Hassan in- 
dustrial cities of the Amman 
and Irbid area. 

JIEC Director General 
Fayez Suheimat said that work 
on the Balqa site near Salt is 
expected to start early next 
year after the designs have 
been completed. 

In order to encourage indus- 
try in other governorates. said 
Dr. Suheimat, the corporation 
plans to set up additional sites 
in the governorates of Karak. 
Tafileh Ma'an. Aqaba, as well 
as in the Jordan Valley. 

With increasing demands on 
the Sahab Industrial City, the 
JIEC is studying the possibility 


of buying additional lands 
adjacent to the project within 
the Greater Amman region, 
said Dr. Suheimat. 

He said that since the estab- 
lishment of the JIEC in 1980 to 
mid-August 1993. 301 medium 
and smaU-size industries were 
set up at the Sahab project 
with an overall capital of JD 
201 million. 

These projects, he said, have 
created 9,000 jobs. 

Dr. Suheimat said these 
manufacturers produce electric 
appliances, chemicals, plastics, 
food stufis, textiles, fomiture, 
kitchens, tissue paper, phar- 
maceuticals, leather and con- 
struction materials. 

Almost 60 per cent of these 
projects export their products, 
added Dr. Suheimat. 

He said that Jordan’s laws 
on encouraging investments 
helped bring 45 industrial 


Mwiicmes to Sahab from Arab 
and foreign countries or 
through joint investments with 
Jordanian business persons. 

Dr. Suheimat said the JIEC 
is keen on providing not only 
(he infrastructure for its indust- 
rial cities, but is also providing 
the required services to facili- 
tate production. 

He said that because of repe- 
ated complaints about water 
supply shortages at Sahab, the 
JIEC has appropriated an arte- 
sian well in an adjacent area to 
provide additional water sup-* 
plies to the industrial city. 

Referring to the Hassan in- 
dustrial city near Irbid. Dr. 
Suheimat said that JIEC has 
issued licences for 40 projects 
with an overall capital of JD 27 
million. 

He said increasing demand 
there prompted the corpora- 
tion to expand the facilities by 
another 13,000 square metres. 
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‘Right’ does not 
mean rights 


THE RENEGING by Bosnian Serbs on their earlier 
agreement to offer the Bosnian Muslims some 
territorial compromise came on the heels of a 
similar move by tbe Croats a few days ago. These 
two developments were attributed to the Bosnian 
Muslim parliament's rejection of the international 
peace plan dividing Bosnia into three ethnic states. 
WitL the benefit of hindsight, the scene in Bosnia 
has an eerie feeling of what happened in Palestine 
since the forties up to this point in time. It will be 
remembered that the Palestinian Arabs constituting 
as they were the majority of their country’s 
population were driven by their deep conviction 
that “right” could be translated into “might” no 
matter how long and difficult the process was. The 
Palestinians now, after several decades of bitter 
struggle against great regional and international 
odds, ended up yielding to a mere “Gaza-Jericho 
first” deal that may or may not satisfy even their 
minim um needs. 

With this in mind, it is difficult not to imagine the 
Bosnian tragedy as some sort of deja vu situation, 
where Bosnian Muslim content to rely on the 
righteousness of their cause will prove equal to that 
of the Palestinians and the Arabs many years ago. 

Needless to say that, morally and legally, the 
Bosnian Muslims are totally in the right to refuse to 
allow the Serbs and Croats the fruits of their - 
ethnic-cl eansing and aggression mi the solid interna- 
tional foundation that forbids the acquisition of 
territory by force. Such has been tbe foundation of- 
the Arab diplomatic and- legal battle against Israeli 
occupation and annexation of their ancestral lands. 
Yet, we ail live in an imperfect world where “right” 
does not lead to rights. 

In other parts of the world, the experience may 
have been different where indeed right was trans- 
lated into might on the ground. A living example of 
this was the war in Vietnam where the weaker side 
was able to triumph over the stronger party by 
sheer determination and raw political and military 
will. In the case of Bonsia, it would appear to fit in 
perfectly with the experience of Palestine where 
precipitous rejection of the partition plan might 
lead to one catastrophe after the other. 

The Bosnian Muslims should heed the experience 
of the Palestinians by comprehending the limita- 
tions of being “right” in a region of the world 
where the odds are obviously on the side of the 
stronger party. The Bosnian Muslim people have 
suffered enough already and cannot be expected to 
endure much more, especially with winter fast 
approaching. A more balanced and pragmatic 
course should be anticipated from the Muslims’ 
leadership by trying to resurrect the defunct peace 
plan orchestrated by the international community 
through the U.N. and EC mediators, with some 
modifications if possible. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT daily Sunday commented on His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince* Hassan’s warning against a shallow peace that 
does not tackle the actual problems of the Middle East region. 
Anv peace that does not take into account the basic issues and 
fulfils the aspirations of the people of the Middle East is bound 
to fail, said the paper. The people of this region have the right 
to a peaceful progressive life and have the right to tranquility 
and to dignity, 'following four decades of sufferings and 
shouldering of burdens as a result of regional conflicts, said the 
paper. The' task of establishing and protecting peace, said the 
paper, is not only the responsibility of the Arab side; Israel 
ought to respond to the requirements of a just and comprehen- 
sive peace in the region, demanded the paper. In his meetings 
in Washington, Prince Hassan has demanded true regional 
cooperation ;f peace is to endure and the interests of all parties 
are to be safeguarded, added the paper. Therefore, it said, 
peace is a common interest for all people and no single party 
should be allowed to make gains at the expense of other 
parties in this important process. The paper expressed hope 
that the United States and the world community at large will 
realise the facts on the ground and deal with them objectively 
and help all the people in this region enjoy an era of peace and 
prosperity. 


THE PLO-Israeli agreement and the Jordanian-F.tfcstinian 
agenda for talks do not contain the basic requirements lor the 
establishment of real peace, said Mazen Hammad. a columnist 
in Al Dustour. The writer said that one should not expect 
peace to come overnight, after more than 50 years of conflict 
and while Arab lands remain under occupation. Lifting the 
Arab bojeott against Israel is far too serious a step to be taken 
at a time when the Middle East has not yet tasted real peace as 
Crown Prince Hassan has stated in Washington, said the 
writer. The deals and the agreements can open the way for 
peace, but unless they arc implemented on the ground, and 
unless the genuine needs of the Arab people are met. these 
agreements remain meaningless, added the writer. The Arabs 
have to find out first whether Israel has good intentions and 
whether its leaders are really bent on seeking a just and 
comprehensive peace with the Arab countries before taking 
steps towards ending the boycott, continued Hammad. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


Decisions and what lies behind them 


THE casual announcement last week that general elections 
will be held after all on time was disappointing, given the 
intensity of the debate, deliberations and soul searching that 
were invested in the decision making. Much more was 
expected than a mere routine, muted declaration since 
everyone knew that the last minute switch to keeping 
parliamentary elections on track was not of the ordinary. 
Moreover, the ultimate position was preceded by a major 
national decision that was expected to be announced with 
much fanfare and buttressed by reasons and justifications and 
perhaps blessed by no less than His Majesty King Hussein 
himself. 

The people, one would think, are entitled to comprehend 
the shift in stance on this vital issue. But in fact, Jordanians 
were not offered the slightest due as to how one of the most 
controversial subjects was dealt with one way or another. It is 
a well-known fact that the pendulum in favour of holding the 
election as scheduled swung in place at the very last minute, if 
not seconds, since all indicator till that point in time strongly 
suggested that the verdict in support of a postponement of 
these elections was for all intents and purposes already taken 
at the highest level. The reservations and anxieties of the King 
about proceeding with elections under the new and perhaps 
revolutionary conditions in the region were so convincing that 
few people doubted where the Monarch stood on the issue. 

So what really happened at the end that swung the 
pendulum the other way? The fact that the prime minister. Dr. 
Abdul Salam Al Majali, was the instrument for the announce- 
ment rather than His Majesty the King implies that there was a 
deliberate effort to downgrade the decision a bit. It also 
suggests that the King may not have been too pleased with the 
final resolution of the issue, albeit it was necessaty. since his 
reasonings and submissions on the eve of the decision 
necessitated an opposite move. The prime national television 
news bulletin treated the matter therefore as a rather routinish 
item, occupying a mere third place on the list of important TV 
news items for that day. All in all, the stoic acceptance of 
factors that lead to the decision regarding elections suggests 
that the intuitive feelings of the leadership did not correspond 
to the rational or pragmatic or compromise reasoning that 
sealed the fate of the subject. 

On the domestic level, there was really nothing that 
transpired over the last few days that would explain the 
apparent turnabout. The statesmen or elders of the country, 
including most of the former prime ministers, and the majority 


Parliament may have also preferred such a course since it 
could have breathed new life into their defunct Parliament and 
revitalised their previous status and role. That leaves wide 
open the speculation that external factors may have reversed 
the tide in favour of postponement. 

But what could these external developments that culmin- 


ated in changing the domestic political spectrum over night 
have been? On the Jordanian-PLO level, there was really 


of political parties* leadership were tilting heavily towards the 
idea of delaying the elections. Tbe termer members of 


nothing that happened after the visit of Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat to Amman to patch up things, in the wake of his . 
deal with the Israelis. True, several western countries were 
voicing concern about the direction of the decisions, in the 
country, regarding the issue, but such a foreign stance is not in 
tbe habit of making a difference the way the country moves 
into. In such domestic matters, the government does not 
tolerate interference by any side, even when well-intentioned. 
The mother of all secrets mil remain in the heart and soul of 
the King and a select number of the executive branch of 
government, privy to the latest developments, share this 
privileged information. 

Some people's imagination has gone too wild trying to read 
something, that most likely was not there, into the final 
decision. Some people went as far as to believe in the 
Israeli-spread rumour that His Majesty had received the 
Israeli prime minister at his palace in Aqaba and saw in such 
an imaginary encounter a possible due to the subsequent 
decision. Of course, the rumour about the meeting was 
deliberately fanned by the Israeli press for Israel’s own ulterior 
motives. As a matter of feet, there is nothing wrong in any 
such gatherings, if in fact they do occur. Amman lost a great 
deal of its initiative and ability to manoeuvre by playing shy in 
its dealing with Israel. Judging by the overwhelming welcome 
of the tripartite White House meeting Friday, Jordanians and 
the Arab Nation as a whole are sophisticated enough to 
understand that there is no more sense in dinging to a sterile 
style of diplomacy in dealing with our adversaries that is alien 
to the best of Arab and Islamic traditions. Islamic and Arab 
leaders throughout their golden days never developed a 
complex about meeting their enemies out in the open. It is 
only the recent Arab weaknesses that deprived the Arab 
Nation of its confidence to engage its foes directly. 

Bat this is not the main issue here. Whether there were in 
feet external factors or internal ones that led to the decision to 
respect the original date for holding the national elections, the 
central concern of the Jordanians remains the feet that they 
were effectively denied an opportunity to appredate the basis 
for such a settlement of the subject. 


Profiles in Courage 


It must be made to work 


Following is an editorial that 
appeared in the Sept. 24. 1993. 
issue of the London-based 
Middle East International 


AFTER all the astonishment 
that it ever happened, the key 
question now is wilt the agree- 
ment between Israel and the 
PLO work? Because for all the 
flaws contained in the Declara- 
tion of Principles, and for all 
the legitimate objections on 
the Arab side to the way the 
deal was struck, it is all there 
is. The consequences of its 
collapse in the near future will 
surely be much worse than if 
the two parties get it off the 
ground only to see it founder in 
years to come on the rocks of 
final status negotiations. 

To make it work, of course, 
a number of things need to 
happen. On the Israeli side, 
there appears to be a clear 
majority in favour of the Oslo 
Accords and, in any case, it is 
difficult to see how this or a 
subsequent Israeli government 
could go back on troop with- 
drawal from Jericho and Gaza 
or the Interim Agreement, 
when it is negotiated, in other 
words, once the process of 
disengagement from the terri- 
tories begins, it will be very 
hard to stop. 

Western promises of hard 
cash to fund Gaza's develop- 
ment out of its present squalor 
are encouraging. But problems 
like Gaza's are never solved by 
just throwing money at them. 
To a large degree it will be the 


responsibility of the Palesti- 
nian interim administration to 
ensure the development is 
structured and as fair as possi- 
ble. Perhaps just as important 
for the Palestinians as cash is 
that the international commun- 
ity ensures Israel plays fejr. 
There are plenty of loopholes 
in the Declaration of Principles 
which, as the occupying power, 
Israel may try to exploit, not 
least its continued access to 
Palestinian land and water for 
its settlers. 

The response of the neigh- 
bouring states to the Oslo 
Accords is of great import- 
ance. If the Arab World en 
masse finally comes to terms 
with Israel’s presence in its 
midst, there will be profound 
repercussions for the region’s 
future. And while old habits 
die hard, apart from Syria and 
Lebanon, none of the Arab 
states has anything to lose and 


zone” is an all or nothing 
situation. Until Israel gives it 
up, an accord with Syria seems 
out of the question. The most 
that can be asked of Syria at 
this stage is that it gives at least 
passive support to Yasser Ara- 
fat. 


a great deal to gain by burying 
the hatchet with Israel. 


the hatchet with Israel. 

Realistically, however, prog- 
ress here is likely to be blocked 
until it is made in the bilateral 
talks between Israel and its 
northern neighbours. While 
there has been much rhetorical 
posturing on both sides since 
the Oslo Accords were signed, 
the truth of the matter is that 
there is very little Syria can do 
until the Israelis show serious 
flexibility: maybe there is room 
for a compromise on the 
Golan, with its limited re- 
sources and Sparse population, 
but the Lebanese ‘’security 


But the key element in the 
deal's success is the Palestinian 
people. As they watched the 
ceremony in Washington on 
Sept. 13, Palestinians’ reac- 
tions ranged across the whole 
gamut of emotions. The spon- 
taneous euphoria of the mass 
demonstrations in Gaza was 
hardly surprising; if all goes 
according to plan. Gaza will be 
free of the Israeli army by 
mid-April 1994, the West Bank 
by next July. But others watch- 
ed with sad disbelief as Mr. 
Arafat “signed away" their 
homeland “to save his own 
skin," to quote a Palestinian 
journalist in London. To Ed- 
ward Said the whole business is 
an “embarrassment” that re- 
duces the PLO from a libera- 
tion movement to a glorified 
local authority. Such reactions 
are understandable and rather 
hard to refute. For the terms of 
the Oslo Accords are those of 
the victor, Israel, rather than 
the victim, Palestine. In other 
decolonisation agreements of 
recent decades, the occupied 
have more often than not 
forced the imperial power to 
withdraw and so have been 
able to secure favourable terms 
for decolonisation. Not so 


here. 

Nevertheless, the Oslo 
Accords do not make the 
Palestinians* situation any 
worse than it is at the moment. 
In any case, opposition from 
many Palestinian quarters has 
centred as much over how the 
deal was done as over its con- 
tents, and this continues to 
dominate much of the debate. 
But it is vital that tbe leftist 
factions and individuals in the 
movement remain engaged. 
Hamas has said in tbe past it 
will take what it can get, that it 
will participate in elections in 
the territories. If the secular 
opposition remains aloof, from 
elections or the whole process 
of negotiating the Interim. 
Agreement, out of principle, 
politics in the territories will 
polarise between Mr. Arafat's 
Fateh and Hamas. It would be 
a tragedy if Palestinians of the 
calibre of Mr. Said, Haidar 
Abdul Shafi and others took 
no part in the establishment of 
the first Palestinian polity. 

Surely, it is naive to believe 
Palestine is now on the way to 
certain statehood. Just how 
Resolution 242 will be im- 
plemented remains to be dis- 
cussed in the final status nego- 
tiations. But is it not equally 
naive to believe that, by reject- 
ing what is on offer now. the 
implementation of General 
Assembly Resolution 194 and 
repatriation or compensation 
for 1948 refugees or the libera- 
tion of East Jerusalem will be 
made more likely? 
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Arab, Jewish o' 

Americans mobilise 
support for 
Israel-PLO accord 


By Rosalind . 
Mainline Murphy 


WASHINGTON — Arab 
Americans and Jewish Amer- 
icans are wasting no time in 
taking up the challenge of 
promoting economic develop- 
ment in the West Bank and 
Gaza in support of the Israel- 
PLO accord. 

The challenge was made by. 
President Bin Clinton and Vice 
President Al Gore.at an unpre- 
cedented meeting with the* 
leaders of both communities at 
the White House just hours 
after tbe signing of the accord 
Sept. 13. 

On Sept. 20, Secretary .of 
State Warren Christopher 
announced a proposal to 
appoint a task force of Jewish 
and Arab Americans to help 
develop joint projects and 
promote private investment in 
the region. 


The two communities, 
however, are not waiting for an 
official task force to get started 
on their work. The very night 
of the accord signing, the 
National Association of Arab 
Americans (NAAA) and the 
American Jewish Congress 
(AJC) announced their inten- 
tion to work together to mobil- 
ise their communities' support. 

Noting that tbe accord has 
created an atmosphere of 
cooperation, Henry Siegman, 
executive director of the 
American Jewish Congress, 
said the two communities are 
now constructing “a new edi- 
fice of peace.” 


Khalil Jahsban, executive 
director of the NAAA. said: 
“It is amazing as to the speed 
with which this agreement 
changed how people interact in 
our respective communities.” 
NAAA and the AJC are 
now working to “identify spe- 
cific projects and specific re- 
sources to mobilise," Mr. Jah- 
shan said. He indicated that 
both groups have met with 
officials at the; White: House, 

.State .Department., and ; the 

Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation and have invited 
experts from the region “to 
give practical dimensions" to 
their ideas. 


Proposed joint projects cov- 
er such areas as helping small 
businesses in Gaza, developing 
a loan programme, promoting 
free enterprise practices, 
addressing specific health 
needs and promoting human 
rights and democracy educa- 
tion, he said. 

Galvanising public support 
for the peace process — in the 
Arab- American and Jewish- 
American communities and 
the U.S. Congress — is an 
important element to moving 
forward with these efforts, 
leaders of both communities 
point out. 


As a lobbying organisation, 
NAAA is working “to make 
sure there is enough public 
support" and “to alleviate con- 
gressional apprehensions," 
Mr. Jahshan said. 

He said NAAA has been 
successful, albeit not in every- 
thing. The organisation had 
hoped for a U.S. pledge of 
S250 million in economic aid 
for the Palestinians over one 
year, while the amount 
pledged was over two years. 
NAAA also lobbied Congress 
for a blanker removal of leg- 
islation that prohibits U.S. 
contacts with tbe PLO, instead 
of the temporary removal the' 
Senate has approved. Howev- 
er, he added, NAAA “will 
continue to work on this” 
issue. 

The AJC is working to 
promote support for the accord 
in its own community and in 
the broader American public 
through educational program- 
mes and contacts with the 
media. Mark Pelavin, 
Washington representative for 
the organisation, said. 

Economic stability in the re- 
gion and economic develop- 
ment for the Palestinians are 
key to the success of the peace 
process. Arab American and 
Jewish leaders say. To that 
end, much of their efforts are 
focused on promoting private 
investment and lobbying for 
official aid to the Palestinians. 

“The objective right now is 
to begin to get the attention of 
American companies to look at 
the new Palestinian identity," 
Fuad Sahouri, chairman of the 
Arab-American Business and 
Professional Association, said. 
To this end, AABPA has 
established a Palestinian- 
American Chamber of Com- 
merce. sponsored trade de- 
legations and conferences and 
identified specific Palestinian 
businesses to promote. hd £ o 

Noting that the publjg E »j 


private sector needs in the 
West Bank and Gaza are 
“tremendous,” Mr. Sahouri 
said he hopes “American com- 
panies will be on the ground 
floor” to fill these needs. The 
Palestinians need “everything** 
from educational institu- 
tions, hospitals, official minis- 
tries, fire and police depart- 
ments to setting up insurance 
and banking systems — he 
noted. 


AABPA facilitated a meet- 
ing between Jewish American 
and Arab American business 
leaden and a visiting Palesti- 
nian trade delegation in mid- j 
September to explore filling 
these many needs, Mr. Sahouri 
reported. - - - 

The objective of the meet- 
ing, he said, was to “try to 
identify a collective, positive 
contribution to the Palesti- 
nians.” Tbe spirited discussion 
ranged from ideas on housing 
and job creation to U.S. in- 
vestment, be said. 


Commenting on AABPA’s 
working relationship with Jew- 
ish organisations and business 
leaders, Mr. Sahouri said: “It 
is great to bring both com- 
munities together for the sake 
of peace and stability.” 

Now, be added, both com- 
munities “need to deliver ^ 

enmsthina pnnrait^ fn » 


something concrete to the * 
Palestinians." Noting that 
there is a 60 per cent rate of 
unemployment in Gaza. Mr. 
Sahouri asked: “How do you 
bring it down to acceptable 
levels?" These are the kind of 
questions both communities - 
must address, he said. 

Jewish organisations, too, 
have pledged to lobby Con- 
gress for increased aid for the 
Palestinians and raise private 
sector funds for economic de- 
velopment in tiie West Bank 
and Gaza — an extraordinary 
development created by the 
new atmosphere of coopera- 
tion. . v ; . .. 

. .“Fve been a supporter of 
economic development and I 
think it should be both public 
and private initiatives at this 
point because there are real 
opportunities for peace.” Les- . 
ter Pollack, chairman of the y 
Conference of Presidents of 
Jewish Organisations, said. 


Mr. Pollack said his orga- 
nisation can “provide some 
catalytic action” to promote 
this economic development 
and will work “to achieve a 
consensus” within the Jewish 
community on this issue. 


“It’s absolutely obligatory to 
grasp the opportunity that's 
been offered and to move for- 
ward. The communities' lead- 
ership is united in virtually full 
support for this,” Steve Gross- 
man, president of tbe Amer- 
ican Israel Public Affairs Com- 
mittee (AIPAC), told the 
Washington Times. ^ 

AIPAC will support the in- 
temational effort to raise funds 
for the West Bank and Gaza as 
well as support congressional 
legislation on U.S. aid for the 
Palestinians, according to the 
Washington Times _re port. 


Both Jewish and Arab 
American leaders caution,' 
however, that while* their com T 
muniries* commitment to the 
peace process is great, their 
resources to raise the levels of 
investment capital needed in 
the West Bank and Gaza are 
limited. 


“There are some things we' 
can do that are very impor- 
tant," such as mobilise public 
support and facilitate private 
sector initiative. Mark Pelavin 
said. 

However, he added, “it is 
wrong to over-emphasise the 
role our communities can play. 
The states and international 
organisations who attended; 
the ■ Oct. 1 donor conference 1 
are the ones who can come up 
with most of the resources.”' 


“Our role is a supporting 
one. not a leading one,” Mr: 
Pelavin said. 

7*“ private sector should 
be involved, and there is roonf 
for the public at large,” Khalil 
Jahshan said. However, he 
ajjded, “it is important to not 
allow (governments) to try td 

awaitute for what they should 


i 

The economic needs in thfe 
west Bank and Gaza are SO 

OfMt * . 


"BUR ana t iaza afg SO 

great, Arab American and 
Jewish economic projects “are 
not even registering on the 
radar, Mr. Jahshan said. 
However, he added, “I art 
sore our efforts will be appred*- 

UniletJ States lit- 
formation Agency. i 
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Some Greenpeace members see red 
over its pollution of the sea 
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By Caroline Smith 
Reuter 

AMSTERDAM — Greenpeace ftwg 
a dilemma — bow “environmen- 
tally friendly" should the press- 
ure group be in its own direct 
action campaigns? 

For more than 20 years it has 
run campaigns to focus attention 
on ecological issues. But this may 
have to change if some members 
succeed in committing the group 
to greener lobbying tactics. 

At the heart of the debate are 
the fossil-fuel burning ships used 
in such, actions as Greenpeace's 
shadowing of a Japanese ship 
carrying highly radioactive pluto- 
nium early this year. 

Some Greenpeace members 
say using such vessels means the 
organisation is willing to pollute 
the seas to further its ends. 

Others argue that a small 
amount of pollution is a price 
worth paying for the attention the 
ships attract to major environ- 
mental issues such as whaling 
and nuclear waste dumpine. 

“It's a bit of a dilemma, said 
Greenpeace's marine Director 
Ulrich Jurgens, who added that 


the future of the fleet should be 
decided at Greenpeace's annual 
meeting next munth. 

"No ship is environmental!* 
sound. But do we want lo have 
slups for our image... or do we 
still want to do the actions which 
make Greenpeace well known?." 
said Albert Kuiken. captain of 
the Solo, one of Greenpeace's 
best-known vessels.. 

Under his captaincy the Solo 
has been shot at and arrested in 
Russia, rammed by a Japanese 
frigate and stormed by armed 
French commandos. The Dutch- 
man knows first-hand the import- 
ance of a well-built ship during 
confrontations at sea. 

“If we want a sturdy, fast ac- 
tion sbip_ then of coluse we have 
to give in a bit on the level of 
environmental soundness." he 
said. 

. He argues that a little pollution 
is a necessary evil jf campaigners 
are to remain safe. 

Mr. Jurgens is in favour of 
designing environmentally- 
finendly vessels which would fulfil 
the green criteria so important to 
campaigners bur would still allow 


action to continue. 

“I don't see anything in the 
market which we could just buy 
(to replace the old fleet)." he 
said. 

Other members of Greenpeace 
say designing and building ships is 
a waste of contributors’ money. 

Capt. Kuiken said it was unfor- 
tunate so many people in the 
organisation paid so much atten- 
tion to the environmental side of 
the ships. 

“It's very understandable... 
but I hope it doesn't mean we are 
becoming lame ducks. We will 
end up with amazing environ- 
mental ships which will not be a 
threat to polluters." 

Capt. Kuiken believes the aim 
of a campaign is to stop pollution. 
He said he had never heard a 
supporter say “the action was 
great but it's a pity you bad to . 
bum some fuel to do it." 

The Solo has already been con- 
verted to make it more environ- 
mentally sound. 

It uses a light fuel which has a 
sulphur content of only 0.2 to 0.2 
per cent — a more" expensive 
alternative to heavy fuel contain- 



The fossd-burning Greenpeace ships Ore the one 
' here, next to a French Navy ship, are «w«ing a 
* .J ' dilemma: combat pollution with farther pofe- 
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tion or... Some say it is a small price to pay (File 
photo) 


Capt. Kuiken agrees. “I don't 
like naving to do a flag day in 
Rotterdam while whales are get- 
ting killed in Norway. If we're 
heading that way then we're 
heading the wrong way." 


Former hostage Waite pursued by questions 


By Robert Barr 

j The Associated Press 

' LONDON —Treed from the 
chains, the fear and the btire- 
-. dom he suffered as a hostage, 
1 Terry Waite has returned 1 to 


the public arena to face painful 

a uestions about what he was 
oing in Lebanon. 

The publication of Mr. 
2TT4 .Waite’s memoir, “Taken on 
-.Trust", has revived charges 
; that the Church of England 
envoy was naive, or an egotna- 
• niac. or a stooge of Oliver 
-North; that he took credit for 
' . - .hostage releases actually 
? bought with U.S. arms ship- 
. ’■ c meats to Iran; that be is still 
/ ” i holding back some of the truth. 

. 7: Mr. Waite insists his consci- 

• • t ence is clear 

. : : 1 "Particularly over here, a lot 
' of people are out in the journa- 
listic profession to make a 
~ t reputation for. themselves, and 
-V. 'to be smart ...and say. ‘well, 
i : . ; 'we knew betterY’ Mr. Waite. 

54, said in an' interview last 
... week. 

“All you can say is, ‘ok, 
| where were. you when there 
was a need? Were you there? 
■;'7, Where were you when one of 
: y your fellow journalists was 
-captured 7 ?” 

■‘■"Y ' whatever his motives, Mr. 

-' Waite paid a severe price: 

• 1 .763 days of captivity, most of 
them in solitary confinement. 

• The bearded, 2.01-metre-tall 
aide to Archbishop of Canter- 
■ : ' bury Robert Runde had been 
involved in securing the release 
; of British prisoners from Iran 
: and Libya. In 1984, an Amer- 
■. Y ican Presbyterian official, Fred 
Wilson, sought Mr. Waite's 


help on behalf of the Rev. 
Benjamin Weir, who had dis- 
, appeared in Lebanon. 1 

Rev^ Weir’s captors. Islamic 
Jihad, tobk more hostages' in 
1985: -Terry Anderson, the 
Rev. Martin Jenco, David 
Jacobsen and Thomas Suther- 
land. 

Rev. Weir was released in 
September 1985. Two months 
later, the Associated Press 
bureau in Beirut received a 
letter signed by Messrs. 
Anderson, Jacobsen, Jenco 
and Sutherland, addressed to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

It carried a crucial message: 
"Our captors have indicated 
they are willing for you to be 
involved 

Mr. Waite went to Beirut,, 
met a representative of the 
kidnappers and returned with 
four polariod photographs of 


the captives, each holding a 
copy of the Wall Street Journal 
that Mr. Waite had signed to 
authenticate the pictures. 

“No other person ever 
actually got to a face-to-face 
meeting with rhe kidnappers 
and actually came out with 
photographs of American hos- 
tages. Nobody," Mr. Waite 
said. 

Mr. Jenco was released in 
July 1986 and Mr. Jacobsen the 
following November. 

The book includes a photo 
of Mr. Waite beaming as Mr. 
Jacobsen, Rev. Weir and Mr. 
Jenco embraced at Lambeth 
Palace, the Archbishop’s Lon- 
don office, in November 1986. 
To Mr. Waite's critics, this was 
taking credit where none was 
due. 

Days earlier. President 


Reagan had confirmed that the 
United States shipped arms to 
Iran although be denied any 
swap forlKtfjagcs- Later. that 
month. Mr. Keagad .fired Mr. 
North as congressional coni- 
mitrees dug for details of how 
the arms sales had financed 
Contra revolutionaries in 
Nicaragua. 

It was terribly awkward for 
Mr. Waite, who had met sever- 
al times with Mr. North. In the 
book, Mr. Waite discloses he 
had flown with Mr. North to 
Beirut earlier in the year. No- 
thing came of the trip: "All he 
([North) said was that he had 
just met some veiy unpleasant 
men and that his hopes had 
come to nothing." 

. Amid the Iran-Contra up- 
roar, Mr. Waite returned to 
Beirut in January 1987 — in 
pan, he says, to demonstrate 
he had nothing to hide. He said 
he also had been told one of 
the hostages — either Mr. 
Sutherland^ or Mr. Anderson 
— was gravely ill. 

Mr. Waite went alone to the 
office of a Dr. Mroueh, again 
meeting the representative of 
the kidnappers to set up a 
meeting with the hostages. 

At a news conference, Mr. 
Waite said he expressed fear 
he would be taken hostage, but 
the representative assured him 
that would not happen. “And 1 
said, ‘give me your word as a 
Muslim that you will not keep 
me.’ He stretched out his 
hand, he gave me his hand ...” 


But he was soon taken cat 
kept al 

four years. Mr. Waite did no’t 


five and kept alone for nearly 


meet Mr. Anderson, Mr. 
Sutherland and British hostage 
John McCarthy until he was 


put in their cell in late 1990. 

Richard- Secord, a retired 
U.S., Air Force, general con- 
victed. fordps. iran-Con tra acti- 
vities, has safd Mr. Waite 
served as " A convenient light- 
ning rod for us to keep the 
prying eyes of the press di- 
verted from our covert opera- 
tions." 

Mr. Waite now believes he 
may have been caught between 
two agendas: the kidnappers 
seeking the release or at least 
better conditions for relatives 
imprisoned in Kuwait, and the 
Iranians using the situation to 
get U.S. arms. 

He concedes hostages may 
have been released because of 
arms trades and not because of 
his efforts. 'But how does one 
know what at the time, you 
see?” 

As his book was released last 
week, a BBC documentary 
showed Mr. Waite putting the 
question to Mr. North: Had he 
been used?" 

“Oh, very much' so," Mr. 
North said. “Our government 
did use you. It uses people 
every day." 

Die book is a product of Mr. 
Waite's continuing isolation, 
written in a single room he 
occupies during the week at 
Trinity College in Cambridge. 
Weekends are spent with his 
wife, Frances, and their chil- 
dren. 

The book's title, suggested 
by John McCarthy while they 
were prisoners, points to a 
recuning theme of betrayal. In 
captivity, Mr. Waite remem- 
bered advice from a comman- 
der in the sea cadets: “be 
careful of your friends. They 
can let you down badly." 


Gangs make Herculaneum town of fear 


Brussels burghers up in arms over 
EC’s new parliament building 


ing three per cent sulphur. 

Exchangers were fitted to 
warm the ship with excess engine 
heat, and the engines were 
adapted to dean tne exhaust 
fumes. 

The ideal alternative for some 
would be a wind-powered vessel 
that burnt no fuel. But not for 
Capt, Kuiken. 

He captained the Solo when ii 
tracked the progress of the 
Japanese freighter Akatsuki 
Maru carrying 1.7 tonnes of plu- 
tonium to Japan from France. 

While at sea the Solo was 
rammed by a Japanese frigate 
which was escorting the Akaisuki 
Maru. 

Capt. Kuiken said the power of - 
the Solo and its manoeuverability 
meant Greenpeace couuld pursue 

its action despite the dangers the 
crew faced. 

A smaller, less dependable ves- 
sel — of tbe type proposed by 
more green-conscious members 
— would have meant giving up 
and sailing home, letting the 
Japanese have just what they 
wanted. 

In October 1992 the Solo, 
carrying 29 crew, scientists and 
reporters, was shot at and 
arrested in the Kara Sea off the 
north coast of Russia while inves- 
tigating the alleged dumping of 
nuclear waste. After the action 
Russia admitted to having 
dumped 18 nuclear reactors in the 
sea. 

“What came out was a million 
times more important for the 
environment ana for making peo- 

E le aware of things. I’m sorry we 
utned a bit of fuel, but when we 
get results like that 1 think its 
really worth using a bit of fossil 
fuel." Capt. Kuiken said. 

Though the debate continues, 
all members of Greenpeace are 
convinced that direct action cam- 
paigns are the necessary way for- 
ward if the movement is to sur- 
vive and maintain its position as a 
headline-grabbing organisation. 


By Keith Weir 

Reuter 

HERCULANEUM. Italy — 
Ever since its Roman forerun- 
ner was buried by an eruption 
2.IXH1 years ago. this town has 
lived in fear. But it is drug 
gangs not Mount Vesuvius that 
strike terror into the hearts of 
residents. 

Wedged between the Bay of 
Naples and the volcano, the 
small town has become a 
shooting gallery for the 
Camorra, The Neapolitan ver- 
sion of the Mafia, with gang-, 
land killings reminiscent of A) 
Capone's Chicago in the 1920s. 
" At his wits' end. local pnest 
Father Raffaele Falco wrote to 
Italian President Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro in late August, sug- 
. Resting he send in the army. 

- ."It was a cry of despera- 
tion." Mr. Falco said. 

. "The army of the Camorra 
had taken over — its men were 
go i n g around with 
machinegiins and pistols with 
no-one able to stop them.” he. 




said at hi* modern church on 
the fringes of town. 

' A steady flow’ of tourists still 
make the 20-minute train jour- 
ney south from Naples to see 
the excavated remains of a 
flourishing Roman resort en- 
gulfed, with neighbouring 
Pompeii, when Vesuvius 
erupted in AD 79. 

But they rub shoulders with 
scores of addicts drawn from 
ail over southern Italy by the 
prospect of cheap drugs. 

“Between 2,000 and 4,000 
packets of heroin and cocaine 
were being traded daily.' 4 said 
Mr. Falco. adding that the 
price had plummeted as two 
rival gangs battled for control 
of the market. 

Born in Herculaneum and a 
priest there for 25 years. Mr. 
Falco is’ saddened by the condi- 
tions in which its 60.1XX) inhabi- 
tants must live. 

"What was once a livable 
town has now fallen into a state 
of profound decay." lie wrote 
to the strongly Catholic Scal- 


faro. 

The letter jolted the author- 
ities into action and they have 
flooded Herculaneum .. with 
police to try to calm the fears 
of the local people. 

The case symbolises the 

E ra hie ms of the densely popu- 
ited and violent 4U-km stretch 
of coast below Naples, 
squeezed between the sea and 
the volcano and where the 
Camorra rules with an iron fist. 

Mr. Falco says the failings of 
the state helped the Camorra 
lighten its grip — with the 
crime organisation expanding 
by creaming off huge funds 
which flowed into the area 
after the 1981) Naples earth- 
quake. 

"The state left u vacuum 
which the Camorra filled." the' 
priest said. 

The town council in Hercu- 
laneum has been dissolved be- 
cause of alleged links with 
mobsters, a depressingly famil- 
iar story in the area. : 

Mr. Falco admits that pour- 


ing police into trouble spots or 
deploying the army — as the 
government has done to help 
combat rhe Mafia on the south- 
ern Island of Sicily — is no 
panacea. 

“The level of schooling here 
is very low, there is little space 
for children to play but what 
we need above all’ are jobs." 

Unemployment in parts of 
the south is over 25 per cent — 
more than twice the national 
average — and the government 
has pul job creation at the top 
of its agenda. 

“The choice for young peor 
pie here is either to leave, join 
the police or join up with the 
crime gangs." Mr. Falco said. 

The cleric estimates some 
500 people are involved in drug 
trafficking in Herculaneum 
with children as young as 10 
getting sucked into the busi- 
ness. 

He insists the town can be 
rescued by exploiting its rich 
historv and geographical posi- 
tion hut acknowledges that 
patience will he required. 


By Jeremy Lovell 
Reuter 

BRUSSELS — Rising like a 
vast, ultra-modern hothouse 
among (he ruins of one of 
Brussels' smartest neighbour- 
hoods. the European Parlia- 
ment's new second home 
opens its doors for the first 
time on Wednesday. 

Ten months after European 
Community leaders settled a 
squabble between Strasbourg 
and Brussels over whether the 
assembly’s 518 members would 
he allowed to spend at least 
some of their time in their new 
home, the argument rumbles 
on. 

This lime it is the residents 
who arc complaining as thev 
watch the destruction of the 
elegant “Ouartier Leopold." 

The district, former 
architectural jewel in the 
crown of the Belgian capital, 
contains the offices of most of 
the EC's main institutions. 

Wealthy householders in the 
few remaining pockets of tran- 
quillity in the rapidly disinteg- 
rating area, where once artists 
such as French sculptor Au- 
guste Rodin rubbed shoulders 
with industrialists and .the 
nobility, are hanging on. 

But their resolve is waning 
as the huge building site 
spreads out from the steel, 
glass and concrete parliament 
building at its centre. 

“It is a disaster. Like Beirut, 
but without the war." said 
Fahio Colasanti. a senior offi- 
cial with the European Com- 
mission. the executive of the 
EC. 

Mr. Colasanti bought a 
■beautiful house in the urea, a 
short stroll from the commis- 
sion's abandoned, asbestos- 
riddled Berlaymom headquar- 
ters. HI years ago. 

With his few remaining 
neighbours, he is fighting a 
rearguard action against the 
destruction of the oiice-peaee- 
ful area, where the night is 
often shattered by demolition 
crews working after dark to 
avoid disturbing office 
workers. 

"For the moment I'm 
staying, but it is becoming dif- 
ficult.' 'Mr. Colasanti said. 


The residents' anger might 
have been ut least partly sooth- 
ed if there had been a coherent 
development plan for the urea. 

"There is a complete abs- 
ence of strategy." Mr. Col- 
asanti said. 

Die focus of the destruction, 
which will eventually cover 
one-third of u million square 
metres, is the still incomplete 
parliament building. 

Its domed, central section 
rises 12 floors above the city, 
and wings about half us high 
project on either side (ike ear*. 

A giant facade of office 
buildings is being thrown up 
along one end of the symmet- 
rical structure destroying all in 
its path and forcing even the 
local railway station under- 
ground. 

Property developers have 
begun moving in. looking for 
opportunities in the area. 

From the top floor of the 
parliament's central tower the 
scale of destruction in Bel- 
gium's biggest building pro- 


ject. costing 42 billion l runes 
(SI. 2 billion), becomes more 
apparent. 

From horizon to horizon 
stretches a sea of building sites, 
construction cranes and mod- 
ern offices dwarfing dusters of 
older, once stately! homes be- 
tween. 

The heart of the building is a 
square hole .stretching from the 
ground to the roof, the borders 
of which are fenced off uith 
chest-high barriers and. up to 
the lllth storey, steel mesh 
from floor to ceiling. 

In one of the ear-shaped 
hemispheres is the main debat- 
ers 


ing chamber with 750 %eais. 
with the possibility of expand- 
ing to MIX) as the communilt 
grows. 

Here the still largelv power- 
less members will dehaie re- 
solutions on subjects raneme 
from bananas to coups. 

For this they will pay a rent 
of about IIH1 million European 
currency units iSI 15 million i a 


year tor the next 20 years. 

Initially, lull sessions in (he 
new building will be hrici and 
rare events." Only four will he 
held there next year. 

The parliamem's first plen- 
ary session in its new quarters 
starting on \\ ednesday will Iasi 
barely two days and cover just 

three topics — the General 

Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade, development coopera- 
tion and bananas. 

The number and length of 
these sessions are likely in grow 
until the roles of Strasbourg' 
and Brussels are rev vised. — 

The building's decor is best 
described as functional. Pastel 
shades, chromed steel, pale 
wood and neon lighting do 
little to soften the sharp angles. 

The only nod in the direction 
of art is a bust of composer 
Ludwig van Beethoven stand- 
ing alone in a corner of the 
llrh floor staring grimlv into 
the empty heart of the 
building. 
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Prestige-minded British happily pay 
more for ‘elite’ number plate than car 


By Allen Nacheman 

Agence France Presse 

LONDON — It is difficult to 
explain why a person would 
pay £35,000 ($5^,000) to have 
the number “1 FS” on his car 
license plate, but that's the 
advertised price and Tony Hill 
has no doubt he'll get it. 

“Our prices are not dreamed 
up, they are carefully judged 
according to how rare the num- 
ber is and how popular tbe 
demand is likely to be," says 
Mr. Hill, owner of Elite Reg- 
istrations, Britain's largest pri- 
vate car number dealer. 

‘The popularity of the ini- 
tials is a main determining fac- 
tor," he said. "Look in tbe 
phone book. See how often the 
initials FS come up. A lot of 
people are going to want that 
one." 

And, the lower the accom- 
panying digits, the greater the 
numbers worth. 

‘It’s a matter of prestige,” 
says Mr. Hill. “People enjoy 
being noticed. They enjoy 
being different, standing out in 
a crowd on the motorway. Just 
imagine tbe fun of driving out 
of London on the busy A 5 
road, driving a car with the 
number plate A 5." 

A plate like that, if it were 
for sale, would fetch around 
£8,500 (513,000). 

Curiously, the number HY 1 
is listed at £14,000 (521,000) 
while 6 HY is only £4,400 
($6,600). 


The reason: When the Driv- 
er and Vehicle Licensing 
Agency (DVLA) computer be- 
gins a number series it starts up 
the scale with the numera after 
the letters, goes up a few hun- 
dred, reverses and starts back 
down with the numbers- pre- 
ceding the letters. 

“HY -1 means your number 
was the first of the HY series," 
said Mr Hill. “It’s prestige.” 
Mr. Hill has learned other 
things in his 20 years in the 
business of buying and selling 
car numbers, such as: 

'[The digit 8 is favoured by 
Chinese businessmen, particu- 
larly 8, 168 and 668. Tfiev tell 
me that, when translated and 


pronounced in Chinese, the 
numbers wish upon the owner 
‘fortune, good luck and suc- 
cess'." 

In 1989, after years watching 
Mr. Hill and a few others in 
Britain make handsome livings 
trading registration numbers, 
the DVLA stepped into the 
elite car number business it- 
self. 

As its computer kicks out 
random numbers for new car 
registrations, employees pull 
out the ones that look particu- 
larly novel, bearing common 
initials, or recognisable digits 
such as James Bond's 007. and 
sell them se 


Those deemed highly valu- 
able are sold at auctions, at 
which people like Mr. Hill are 
the principal bidders, although 
they are not happy about hav- 
ing to purchase their inventor- 
ies from the competition. 

"We claim they are creatine 
a monopoly," he said of rhe 
DVLA. "They are creating 
their own merchandise and we 
can only deal in what's avail- 
able. They have the goose that 
lays the golden eggs. They 
crashed into our market. It’s 
grossly unfair." 

A DVLA spokeswoman 
shrugged off the criticism, 
saying “these numbers are gov- 
ernment assets, and we will 
release them in such a way as 
to maximise revenue to the 
government." 

She savs the DVLA enjovs 


"a healthy dialogue" with Mr. 
Hill. 

Mr. Hill is less friendly. 

“They're not very nice peo- 
ple." he sniffed. “I am the 
number one buyer in the coun- 
try and at their last auction I 
spent £270,000 (S400.000). 
And not one of them had the 
courtesy to come up to me and 
say hello, how about a cup of 
tea. Can you imagine?" 

"My heart bleeds for him, 

E )or chap." said the DVLA 
dy. “Tony feels he should be 
treated as royalty. Sometimes 
we don’t have tne time." 

Mr. Hill himself owns 60 
automobiles, each with an elite 
number plate. 

His favourite number is 
“MAD I" — on a Rolls 
Rovce. 


They’re called "personalised 
and cherished registrations", 
and command prices rangin 
from £150 (5225) to £2,~‘ 
(54,000). 


FRENCH CULTURAL CENTER 


Registration is now open at the French 
Cuiturai Center for the following courses : 

j^F^^^af^ti^gfrlcquises for adults 

^;DSy^ancli DALF courses. ' 

^ : courses -for ; the. «xams at 

|jtFreh;t^i1br;businesS. 

■h Ar^bjc: language courses Ibr foreigners. 

* The registration will last dll 6 / 10 / 1993 
and the courses will start on 6 / 10 / 1993 
tin 14/ 12/ 1993. 


For more information please contact : 

Tel. 637009 , Jebel Webdeh - Amman . 
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Oman 
steps up 
reforms 
to boost 
economy 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Gulf state of Oman is stepping 
up reforms to activate its once 
closed economy and diversify 
sources of income after a de- 
cline in oil prices. Omani offi- 
cials have said. 

The reform programme, the 
biggest of its kind in the oil- 
rich Gulf, involves large-scale 
privatisation and regulations to 
attract local and foreign invest- 
ment and reverse a steady out- 
flow of funds. 

So far. two major companies 
have been sold to the public 
and the sale of another is sche- 
duled early next year. 

“We have completed the pri- 
vatisation of two companies 
and we will begin with a third 
one at the start of next year. 
The share issues of those two 
companies have been fully co- 
vered." Mahmoud A1 Jarwani, 
director of the Muscat stock 
market, told AFP by telephone 
from the Omani capital. 

“The privatisation process is 
going smoothly. Four hotels 
will be sold soon and we hope 
more institutions will follow. 
As you see. the reform drive is 
gaining momentum and this 
will greatly stimulate the eco- 
nomy." 

Other Gulf states started to 
encourage the private sector 
after the oil price fall but their 
drive has remained limited. 
Lack of investment channels 
for the Gulf private sector has 
prompted it to turn abroad and 
this led to accumulation of its 
funds to more than SI60 bil- 
lion. 

“There is a great interest by 
foreign investors in the priva- 
tisation operation in Oman." 
Mr. Jarwani said. “There are 
applications from international 
funds enquiring about invest- 
ment opportunities in the 
privatised projects.” 

Finance and economy minis- 
try undersecretary Hamoud 
Ibn Hilal Al.Habsi said the' 
privatised institutions were 
yielding high returns and this 
would allow the government to 
offer new projects for priva- 
tisation. 

“The revenues from those 
privatised institutions will en- 
able the government to set up 
new projects, which could be 
sold to the private sector when 
it is proved they are success- 
ful.” he said. 

Privatisation has pushed up 
activity on the Muscat ex- 
change. where banks and com- 
panies have increased to 92. 
with a market capitalisation of 
582 million riyals ($1.5 billion). 
The share index, which had 
fallen to 1 13 points in late 1992 
from 119 points six months 
earlier, reached 118 points last 
week. 


South Korean automakers warned of over-investment 


SEOUL (AFP) — South Ko- 
rean automakers are seeking to 
expand production capacity 
over the coming years, but 
analysts warn against possible 
over investment amid mount- 
ing overseas competition and a 
saturated domestic market. 

South Korea's five automak- 
ers plan to invest a total of $9.8 
billion by 2000 to double their 
total annual production capac- 
ity to more than five million 
automobiles, most of them 
passenger cars. 

If all the planned investment 
goes ahead. South Korea, now 
the seventh largest automaker 
in the world, would emerge as 
the fifth largest following 
Japan, the United States, Ger- 
many and France. 

But some industry analysts 
said the five — Hyundai, K1A, 
Daewoo. Asia and Ssangyong 
— would only manage to ex- 
pand their total capacity to 
somewhere between 2.6 mil- 
lion and 4.14 million units by 
2001 due to market conditions. 

“All the five seemed to think 
when they made their invest- 
ment plans that only they, not 
rhe others, would succeed in 
increasing their market share.' 
said an official of the Korea 
Automobile Manufacturers 


Association. 

“They will have to adjust 
their investment plans in a 
reasonable way.” the analyst 
said. 

Hyundai Motors Co., South 
Korea's largest automaker, 
plans to invest a maximum $3.7 
billion alone to build a new 
plant to increase its annual 
capacity from its current 1.15 
million units to two million 
units by 2000. 

Daewoo Motors Co. seeks 
to invest $2.1 billion to boost 
its capacity from the current 

740.000 to 1.2 million units. 

KJA Motors Co. has a plan 

to expand its capacity from the 
current 650,000 to a million 
units by 1996 and to 1 .5 million 
units by the year 2000 with a 
total investment of $1.9 billion. 

Ssangyong Motors wants to 
put in SI .86 billion by 1995 to 
have an annual capacity of 

250.000 automobiles including 

100.000 commercial vehicles 
and 70,000 jeeps. 

Asia Motors, producer of 
commercial vehicles, will in- 
vest some $240 million to ex- 
pand its facilities from the cur- 
rent 200,000 to 350.000 unit 
capacity. 

The ambitious investment 
plans by the five automakers 


ostensibly seem justifiable, 
considering the currently in- 
creasing domestic demand and 
exports, industry analysts say. 

Domestic and overseas sales 
by Hyundai. KIA, Ssangyong 
and Asia increased by 14.4 per 
cent to a total of $7.3 billion 
during the first six months 
through June. 

Thanks to the strong yen and 
rising demand on overseas 
markets, including South East 
Asia, exports also surged 37.1 
per cent to 358,011 auto- 
mobiles during the first eight 
months through August. 

Analysts said South Korean 
automobile exports would con- 
tinue riding on the strong yen 
until 1995. But on the other 
hand, they said, the stronger 
yen would speed up production 
by Japanese competitors in 
low-wage countries. 

“Cheap price is the appeal of 
South Korean-made cars in 
overseas markets, but 
Japanese cars assembled in de- 
veloping countries may drive 
South Korean cars out of the 
market." siad Han Jae-Yun, 
an analyst with the state- 
financed Korea Institute for 
Industrial Economics and 
Trade (KIET). 

He also said in a paper last week. 


that domestic demand was ex- 
pected to slow down rapidly 
starting in the mid-1990s, and 
warned against rushing to in- 
vest. 


In addition, the South Ko- 
rean auto industry faces a 
widening technology gap .with 
its competitors in advanced 
countries, while its small-scale 
suppliers remain backward. 

‘To maintain its market 
niche in the, world,” another 
KIET researcher, O Kyu- 
Chang, said, “the South Ko- 
rean auto industry should carry 
out two daunting tasks — de- 
veloping technology and up- 
grading supplieis.” 

Meanwhile, leaders of South 
Korea's powerful business con- 
glomerates gathered at their 
Federation of Korea Industries 
(FKI) headquarters here and 
resolved to make an all-out 
effort to boost exports to 
achieve a $10 billion annual 
trade surplus as early as possi- 
ble. 

Their decision came after 
President Kim Young-Sam in- 
dividually invited more than a 
dozen leaders of the business 
conglomerates — or chaebols — 
for dinner, and pleaded with 
them to take positive action to 


boost the stagnant economy. 

The chaebol leaders will 
shortly form a national com- 
mittee to study ways to raise 
the international competitive- 
ness of South Korean export 
products, according to FKI 
.Vice-Chairman Cho Kyu-Ha. 

The newly formed obmmit- 
tee is to study each chaebol's 
plan for facility investment and 
technological development, 
Mr. Cho told a news confer- 
ence. 


Mr. Qh>, however, refused 
to predict how soon the ambi- 
tious $10 billion annual trade 
surplus target could be 
achieved, indicating it was still 
to early to even set the target 
year. 

One FKI official recalled 
that South Korea had set a 
record $11.4 billion trade sur- 
plus in 1988, although the fi- 
gure tumbled to a $6.9 billion 
deficit three years later amid 
the economic slowdown. 

So far this year, the trade 
deficit amounted to $2.89 bil- 
lion at the end of August, as 
exports increased by 5.9 per 
cent to $52.16 billion, against 
imports of $55.06 billion, a 0.1 
per cent decrease over die 
same period last year. 


Almost half of major companies 


in U.S. cut staff in year to July 


NEW YORK (AP) — Despite 
the slowly growing economy, 
nearly half of major U.S. com- 
panies cut staff between July 
1992 and June 1993. slashing at 
the sharpest rate since the last 
recession, according to a sur- 
vey. 

The seventh annual survey 
of “corporate downsizing” by 
the American Management 
Association (AMA) also sug- 
gests that work force reduc- 
tions are likely to persist at a 
similar pace over the coming 
year. 

Forty-seven per cent of re- 
spondents shrank their staffs 
over the period covered in the 
survey, up from 46 per cent the 
year earlier. In the 1990-91 
recession, 56 per cent of survey 
respondents pared jobs.. 

The level of staff-cutting 
averaged 10.4 per cent per 
company in the latest survey. 


compared with 9.3 per cent the 
year earlier and 9.6 per cent in 
the 1990-91 recession. 

“This year, companies deli- 
vered a one-two punch: More 
companies cut jobs, and their 
reductions averaged more than 
10 per cent of the work force,” 
said Eric Greenberg, the 
AMA's survey director. 

“In past years, we've seen 
either more companies down- 
sizing. but not as deeply, or 
fewer companies making deep- 
er cuts," he said. “We’ve never 
seen this combination of 
breadth and depth occurring at 
the same time.” 

The survey comes as anxiety 
is growing about job security in 
the American economy, which 
has been growing slowly but 
hasn't been producing the 
large numbers of jobs seen in 
previous recoveries. 

The August unemployment 

-t 


rate was 6.7 per cent, substan- 
tially above the 5.3 per cent 
level when the last recession 
began. 

Other studies have shown 
that more workers than ever 
are losing their jobs per- 
manently, instead of tempor- 
arily! and the number of peo- 
ple exhausting unemployment 
coverage is growing. 

Moreover, even financially 
healthy companies are starting 
to cut their staffs, not just 
ailing giants like General 
Motors Corp. and Internation- 
al Business Machines Corp.. 
which are shedding tens of 
thousands of positions . 

In July, for example, Procter 
and Gamble, a highly profit- 
able maker of supermarket sta- 
ples ranging from Tide soap to 
Crisco oil, said it was cutting 
13,000 jobs and closing 30 fac- 
tories over the .next few years. 


Canada’s Campbell 
vows to freeze 


defence spending 


VANCOUVER, British Col- 
umbia (R) — Prime Minister 
Kim Campbell vowed Monday 
to freeze Canadian defence 
spending in a drive to eliminate 
the country’s massive budget 
deficit in five years. 

Just nearly three weeks be- 
fore an Oct. 25 general elec- 
tion, Ms. Campbell spelled out 
for die first time how a con- 
servative government would 
make good on promises to 
wipe out the deficit. 

She told a group of secon- 
dary school students that freez- 
ing defence spending alone 
would save 3.3 billion Cana- 
dian dollars ($2.6 billion) over 
five years. 

International development 
aid would also be frozen. 

Along with cuts to business 
subsidies and government op- 
erations- and step^>to~SfitSm=. 


line bureaucracy, the measures 
would create total savings of 
6.95 billion Canadian dollars 
($5.56 billion) over five years, 
she said. 

“Deciding precisely how we 
implement these cuts will not 
be easy. Difficult choices must 
be made.” Ms. Campbell said. 

Repeating promises not to 
raise taxes, Ms. Campbell 
vowed to leave budgets for 
social pro gr a m mes like old-age 
pensions, health care and 
education intact. 

Like candidates in the U.S. 
presidential election last year. 
Ms. Campbell has sought to 
make the budget deficit the 
central issue of the campaign. 

Canada's total debt burden 
of 600 billion Canadian dollars 
($480 billion) is one of the 
biggest ^jn. the industrialised 


world: 


Car makers agree on project to improve fud economy 


v/ 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and the 
three major U.S. car manufac- 
turers have agreed on a 10-year 
effort to triple the fuel eco- 
nomy of one model each 
makes, administration officials 
said. 

The formal announcement 
makes good on Mr. Clinton's 
vow to help American industry 
develop coordinated research 
so it can better compete with 
foreign products. 

One Ford station wagon, for 
example, currently gets 17 
miles per gallon (7 kilometre 
per litre) in city driving and 24 
miles (10 kilometres per litre) 
on the highway. If it was 


chosen for the project, resear- 
chers would try to improve 
those figures to 51 miles per 
gallon (21 kilometres per litre) 
in the city and 72 miles per 
gallon (30 kilometres per litre) 
on the highway. 

The project, which will in- 
clude funding by the federal 
government, commits each of 
die big three car makers to 
chose one car model each now 
produces and within a decade 
make a prototype that would 
triple its gasoline mileage. 

There is no obligation by the 
car manufacturers, however, 
to mass produce the auto- 
mobiles they develop. 

“This will be a groundbreak- 


ing event,” said an administra- 
tion official, stressing the “un- 
precedented” level of coopera- 
tion involving the federal gov- 
ernment and the car manufac- 
turers. 

Administration sources said 
millions of dollars in federal 
funds currently being spent by 
the Department of Defence. 
Department of Energy and the 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration for re- 
search carried out by automak- 
ers will be coordinated under 


portant thing is not the 
amount, but the fact the sides 
have agreed,” one administra- 
tion official said. 


Industry sources said the so- 
called “dean car” project 
would not be as ambitious as 
earlier invisioned. The original 
goal had been to achieve a 90 
mile per gallon (36 kilometres 
per litre) fuel economy by 
1998. 


one programme, 
he official 


The officials said the agree- 
ment is vague on whether or 
not new federal spending 
would be committed. "Die im- 


Daniel Becker, an offidal 
with the Sierra Club, said that 
“this is a very dramatic change 
in tone if not in substance" by 
the automakers “because they 
basically have admitted that 
the technology is there” to 


improve gasoline mileage. 

The industry sources they 
said the project was an impor- 
tant first step toward impro- 
ving the relationship between 
the nation's major automakers 
and the federal government. 

“I think the significance of 
this is more political than any- 
thing,” one industry source 
said. “It's finally putting the 
distrust aside and working 
together. This is what the other 
countries do and this is the first 
time for us to do it.” 


Bickering and distrust 
among the big three has been a 
major roadblock to joint ven- 
tures in the past. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“In case I lose the remote, Pm 
learning how to change channels 
using only the powers of my mind!” 


fVE ALWAYS WON PE REP 
WHY 0IRP5 FLY IN A 
^V" FORMATION ... 

■s 




Andy Capp 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
# by Henri Arnold 
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HOW THE TENITEEJ- 
FOOT FELT AFTER 
HIS FIRST PA/ OM 
H0RSE9ACK. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by t be above cartoon. 


Print answer here: [ I I 11 UllIJ 


Yesterda/s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ODIUM HOUSE FORGET TOUCHY 
Answer What the shoe merchant did about his wts— 


HE FOOTED THEM 



(Auwt^Ai^ouenrwH^N 
HE SHADES IS IT 
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So CANT A LOT 
OP OTHER GUVS 
BUTTHEy DO/ 
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SHE LlPTED-rHOSel 


DARK EVES lb ME. ! 
THERE WAS NAUGHT] 
BETWEEN US NQW, 

fori was ot*y- 



China’s coal industry lays 
off 187,000 workers 


BEIJING (AFP) — China’s 
coal mines laid off 187,000 
workers in the first six months 
of 1993, as part of a program- 
me to improve efficiency and 
reduce losses, the People's 
Daily reported Sunday. 

Of those laid off, 86,900 
workers were moved into ser- 
vice industry or processing 
jobs, areas into which China's 
coal Industry has been diver- 
sifying to absorb its surplus 
labour, the report said. 

He job cuts enabled the 
mining industry to reduce its 
losses by 27.8 per cent or 919 
million yuan ($158 million) and 
increase output per worker by 
8.34 per cent to 1.377 tonnes of 
coal over the first six months of 
last year, it said. 

Tertiary sector businesses 
linked to the industry in- 
creased their profits by 44 mil- 
lion yuan to 430 million yuan 
between January and June 
compared with the same 
period last year, the report 


^China’s National Coal fil- 
ing conglomerate in February 
announced plans to find new 
jobs for some 400.000 waters 
over the next three yean, 
saying two billion yuan-'fcad 
been set aside for the' redun- 
dancy programme. 

The industry, which ufias 
been losing money for*de- 
cades, employs some seven 
million people and produces 
about’ one billion tonnes.; of 
coal annually. The huge tttiik 
force and artificially low coai 
prices set by the governjnent 
have made it impossible to.,cut 
costs. 

Despite some progress, . coal 
is still sold at prices well Wow 
its market value. The govern- 
ment has said priced wiIL.be 
brought in line with the market, 
after 1995. LV. 

China is the world’s largest 
producer and consumer; of 
coal, accounting for 70 per cent 
of energy used in the country. 




■(*.A - ^ 




^ii 


Abu Dhabi, Japan sign 
gas export agreement 
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DUBAI (R) — Abu Dhabi, 
the biggest oil producer in the 
United Arab Emirates, Sunday 
agreed to double its gas ex~ r 
ports to Japan. 

Hie Abn Dhabi Gas Li- 
quef action- Company-. 
(Adgas) signed an agree- 
ment with the Tokyo Electric 
Power Co. (TEPCO) to export 
five million tonnes of liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) a year over 
the next 25 years. ' 

Adgas Genera] Manager Pe- 
ter Carr said the signing in’ Abu 
Dhabi -formalised a 1990 
accord between Adgas "arid 
TEPCO. 

The exports will begin in 
1994, when expansion .of Abu 


Dhabi's liquefied gas plant on 
Das Island is completed. The 
project, started in 1990. to meet 
the accord, will double produc- 
tion at two gas trains and build 
a third. 

Adgas had awarded tiw$600 
million expansion project A to a 
consortium including Japan’s 
Chiyoda. , • ../ » 

It said in May that it . had ^ 

J _i r - 'Af 1 tU -1 


completed ‘ one-fourth. ' df ‘.the^ 
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Das bland project, which Will 
raise its utilisation of hatuiaL, 
gas’ production from" its 
offshore fields to about 1,2 
billion cubic feet (34 minion * : 
cubic metres) per day ffaim'600, 
million cubic feet' (17 million . 
cubic metres) in 1990: . * ' 
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FORECAST’ IFOR MONDAY OCTOBER 4, 1993 , . ... 

By Thomas S.. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll. Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Good day for getting surround- 
ings in perfect condition, analys- 


ing the coming Week so you can 
utilise it it 


— - .. toteUigently and to ex- ^ ^ ^ desire ^ ^ 
amine old conditions that require 5 ^ ^, .y^ ^IL :a Ue 
^ To znvmUe 

day.^nd evening txUcety tjfcpti^<i5§JP®a- *jJ .«*»:' 1 .;.- .-. T • 

the expectations of throne geospio: of October ? 23 to: 

k closest "to you and to grange Nowmber: . 21 ) tfnprove .yw 
evems so you will be able to jmnearanoe earlv thenyi 


ports and communication; .^that 
are awaiting your attention*. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to. Octo- 
ber 22)- Fix. up your surroundings 
'as you most desire them early 


carry through with promises 
made. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to-May 20) 
Consider well the various agree- 
ments you have made with out- 
side contacts and eliminate what- 
ever doubt is -in anyones mind 
about how best to perform. 
GEMINI: (May 21- to June 21) A 
good day to plunge into whatever 
activities require you to concen- 
trate upon and work diem out-in 
a more efficient and sensible 
fariiion. • 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Early you can plan an 
entertainment you are- anticipat- 
ing whik later there are details of 
other recreations that can wisely 
take your time. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Think about what you can do to 
upgrade conditions where you 
live and you find some situation 
which you can make operate' 
much more as you desire. ' 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Make any important calls 
early in the day, then you can get 
into the various statements, re- 


appearance early tbenyonran 
go out and get things more asyou 
wish since others will respond to 
your charm, be more coopera- 
tive. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November. 22 
to December 21) Look for some 
additional information you can 

K "n by careful study so youaje 
:r equipped for an important 
and pending project. ’ - ,r " 

CAPRICORN: (December 22)0 
January 20) Consider now' flu; 
various personal goals- which 'are 
yours and see an experienced 
friend who can help you attain 
them, carry through with sugges- 
tions given. ...... ; [ f -. 

.AQUARIUS: (January. - 2-1 -1 Jo 
February 19) Think now wfcat 
you can do to impress one w&Hs 
able to advance your worldly 
ambitions and let tfiat person 
subtly be more aware of your 
desires. ' -r 


PISCES: (February 2P to Maitti 
20) Contact a newcomer and 
arrange to see this perron after 
which you can get into the’ vi- 
nous aspects connected- vfitb 
making-your dreams come rrtij * 
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THE Daily Crossword by Fred Toole 




ACROSS 
1 DeneO. B.g. 

5 Soft drink 
9 Rio de la — 

14 River in Brazil 
.15 Emerald Isle 
16 Hideaways . 

'17 Cenozote and 
Eocene 

18 Limping 

19 Choreographer 
de Mills 

20 Jazz musician 
23 Knockout count 
2« Time past ■ 

2S Concorde 
27 Perry's Street 
30 Too bad! 

33 Oil cartel 

37 Actress Merkel 

38 Money earned 
'40 Hemingway 

epithet 

41 British political 
official 

«4 Like — of bricks 

45 Brags 

46 Oolong 

47 Seated 

48 Vases 

49 Lovers' meeting 
5i lubricate 

53 Pub drink 

54 Charter 
57 Stupid one 
6« Excuse 

56 Track part 
67 Kaban river 
66 Strain food 

69 Qualified 

70 Trudge through 
mud 

71 Arabian prince 
12 Cozy abode 
73 Egg layers 
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DOWN 

1 Exceptional: 

abbr. 

2 Scarlett's home 

3 Bedouin 

4 Stamp 

5 Stringed 
Instrument 

8 vocal 

7 Stretch car 

8 Repeated 


9 Dramas . 

10 Fan behind 

1 1 Slangy negative 

12 Hold at bay 

13 Org. 

21 Once more 

22 Agreement- 

26 Defeats 

27 Ticket 

28 Related 
maternally 

29 Work 

30 Theatrical' 
performer 

31 Arthur Miller's 
salesman 

32 Wrong 

34 Hamburger, e.g. 

35 Swords 

36 Gem weight 
39 Galactic 

phenomenon 

42 — uncertain 
terms 

43 Plant fiber 

50 Go over again 
52 More f 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


EiFinQS nnnn nnnn 
nnraoni nano rarinn 

np?nn B R!IH mQ ^0130 

ann Hr-tHEl 0 r. nnnnBn 

M „rx.^Fi 0 i 3 □rgrjrgnn 

nomaciB nnnnrnn 

□oirann nranno nnn 

BRRp anon 

0n nnraRHS Q BREED 
nmnnii Gninnun 
000000 annn 
unnsnkni nnn nnnn 
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53 (Metal tag of a 
lace 

54 Quip 

55 Astringent 
58 Telegram 
58 Cereal 


59 Innocegf doiti. 
80 Fees*# 

61 A Gardner 'r. 

62 Shortly ■ 

63 Canines , " 1 
65 Honey maker 
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M.T38 

2.163 



8.120 

3.035 

M.TM 

' 20,866 

1,100 


113.000 185.000 106.000 
C 2 U £.550 ' 6.150 
4.290 
2.030 
4. HO 
3.100 
2.900 . 

4-400 


■ 4-230 

2.030 ■ 
4.060 
3.130 

4 . 03 0 
4.410 


4,2*0 

2.030" 

4.050 

3.090 

.■'3; , wa 

-4.400 


■ 18.470 

1.870 

1 . 850 ' 

1.(80 


1.880 

2.880 

2.840 

. I«r 448 

3 .UO 

3 . 539 - 

3.530 

134,411 

2.490 

3.500 

3 . * 60 ' 

■i.m 

- 3 - 33 ® 

2 . 2*0 


8.(38 

7.000 

6.900 

8. 900 

28.720 

4.900 

4.850 

4.900 

8.302 

0.710 



14,834 

4.130 

4.050 

8 « 

1 . 7 DO 

1 . 4 BO 

1.700 

1 . 843 - 

> 3.540 



■ 1,870 

1.000 

- 0.930 
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780 

- 3-050 ■ 

3.000 
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1.150 
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1.180 

2.270 

2 .J 10 

2.270 

-L« 3 . 

■ 3-710 

3.700 

3.' £00 

- 871.749 

3.110 

3.060 

1.080 

1,780 

1.810 

3.520 

3.530 
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7,380 
4 ,* 4 > 
19,530 
1.320 
. 17.509 
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1,788 


780 
. *,175 
3.309 
i.ooo 
HI 
- 24,729 
8.1M 
' 10 , 880 * 
8,278 
11.491 


7-480 
3.980 
22:000 
2.840 
0.410 
18.780 
10.000 
3.780 
3 JJ0 
0.120 
8.870 
2.700 
8.200 
. 2.850 
0.380 
8.280 
3.300 
2.600 
3.470 


11.130 

0.710 

7.130 

■3-790 

23.000 
2.640 
0.410 

10.800 

10.000 
3.870 

1.730 
0.310 
3.300 
3.880 
0.000- 
2.330 
0.190 

- 8.230 
3.430 

2.730 
3.440 
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23.000 
2.840 
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10.000 
3.870 
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3.430 
7.730 
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Financial 
Markets • 


Jordan Timas 


. * ip co ^ p— d9n, with ... 
Cairo Anmuh Bank 


Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(September 27-Oct»ber 1, 1993) 


AMMAN — ' After declining early in the week, the dollar 
rebranded to end last week 0.47 per cent lower against the 
mask, bat little changed against the- yen and sterling. 

The dollar feU- against European currencies Monday, but 
moved slightly higher against the yen. Reports indicated that 
. the dollar retreated as traders took profits on their long.dollar 
■ ~ -P positions, bnflt up on safe-haven considerations the previous 
■ "■" * week, in respouse to growing signs that the Russian crisis was 
abatiag-aiut that -their would toe no immediate confron tatio n 
between Presiden t Boris Yeltsin and his opponents. Analysts 
indicated, however, that the dollar’s safe-haven status could 
prevail again if the pofitical situation deteriorated in Russia. 

Oirtbe other hand, die G-7 countries called for certain 
treasures to be taken to stimulate worid growth* at the end of 
their meetings, which were held m Washington over the 
weekend. U.S. Treasury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen was quoted 
as saying - that currency rates were not a -major issue at the 
meeting," implying that the U.S. ad mi nistration was not 
concerned with astroagayen. But some analysts indicated that 
market jtaiticipants were convinced that the G-7 countries had 
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endorsed a, stronger yen policy as one. way of reducing the 
tirade deficit with Japan. 


mounting 

The UJS. currency continued to decline against the mark. 
Tuesday. Indicatkms of an easing of political tensions in - 
Russia, and President Yeltsin ’$ contra uing grip on the political’ * 
situation in Moscow, led to a define In the dollar's safe-haven 
status. -Reports .also indicated that Yeltsin had given an 
ultimatum to his rivals in -.parliament, 'demanding that they 
surrender within 24 hours. In ihc meantime, a better-than- 
expectcd rise in the Consumer pmfidence index to 62.6 per 
cent ip September failed to affect exchange rates. Reports that 
: showed low inflation. in most of western parts of Germany .also 

7 failed to have any impact an the dollar. On the other hand, 
sales of marks for yen sup p or ted the yen aganist the dollar, as 
it ended at 105.01 yen, its highest against the dollar for the 
week. 

Dollar exchange rates fluctuated within a narrow. range 
against other major currencies Wednesday, as uncertainty 
over the implications of the political crisis in Russia continued 
to give ‘ support _to the dollar against European currencies. 
Analysts indicated however, thjtt continued dollar selling 
against marks fay European central banks to, replenish their 
■dermn '. currency ' reserves, limited the gams the dollar 
witnessed , during the .previous week. On the other hand, a 
• small upward reyiskm ofU-S- gross domestic product (GDP) 
figures failed -to support the dollar. GDP was reported to have 
grown, at an .annuanfed rate of_1.9 per cent in the second 
quarter, higher' IfiantBe 1.8 per oent growth rate reported 
previously. 

Off Thursday, the dollar moved sharply higher against 
European currencies, especially the mark. Analysts attributed 
much of the dollar's rise to the releasc ofbetter-th an- experted 
. U.S.: economic indicafors. The Chicago Purchasing Managers 

^ Index was reported to have. risen by to 54.5 per cent in. 
September from 50.2 per cent in August. At the same time 
U.S. Personal Income, rose by- 1.3 per cent in August against 
expectations of a one per cent -rise. The dollar was also 


jr-rr- 




-■ 



5 A WI0WIIH, r — 1 • 

figures,' which rose by 0.4 per cent against expectations of a 0.3 
per cent rise. The dollar also benefitted from continued, 
uncertainty over the political situation in Russia. In the 
m wniiime , mmaaeil speculation that the Bank of England 
would cut. interest rates soon, in addition to Conservative 
Party political in fi gh ting, caused sterling to move lower against 
the dollar- The dollar, thus ended at 1.6345 marks, 106.15 yen, 
and 1.4960 dollars for the pound, its highest for the week, 
The release of another batch of positive U.S. economic 

-- — r — *■""» New York 

; revealed 

. per cent in 

July. Factory order?, also showetfarise of 0.9 percent agamst 
a dectine'Of l&per cent over the same period. The dollar fell 
back later in the day; however, foflowing the rele ase of a 
weaker-tbaa-expeefed U.S. National AsKxaatira of Purchas- 
ing Management Index; which was reported to have nsen to 
49.7 percent in 'September against forecasts for anse to 50.4 
per cept The dofiar thus ended the'week at 1.6308 manes and 
106.00 ye«i while sterling ended it at 1 . 5 (^ dollars, as dealers 
awaited thetelease of wrman industrial production and U.S. 
emfdoyme^ i^irei due to be released week. . 




Philippine 
debt rises 


MANILA (AFP) — The Phi- 
lippine foreign debt rose by 
10.83 per cent on an annual 
basis to $34 J284' billion in May, 
partly- -due to the appreciation 
of the yen against the' dollar. 

f - Foreign currency adjust- 
ments' accounted for S378.5 
minion /of the increase, ■ 

Of the total debt, 39.23 per 
cent is owed to- bilateral credi- 
tors, while 22 per cent is owed 
to multilateral institutions. 

> President Fidel Ramos is 
seeking a more effective debt 
service reduction .scheme to 
’reduce' the fiscal 'deficit, the 
presidential palace has said. 

.. Mr. Ramos, who has ruled 
out cutting foreign debt ser- 
vice, has instructed his finan- 
cial advisers to “maximise the 
sourcing -of external and 
domestic funds .at lowest cost 
and with longer maturities to 
finance- the budget deficit," a 
palace statement said. 


Dubai reports surge 
? port activity 


m 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Trade 
and port activity in the Gulf 
emirate of Dubai surged by 
nearly 15 per cent this year, 
reflecting a general upswing in 
business in the oil-rich region, 
official statistics have showed. 

Non-oil trade rose by 17 per 
cent to 36'billion dirhams ($9.8 
billion) in. the first seven 
months of 1993 and cargo 
handled by Dubai’s two -main 
ports of Rashid and Jebel Ali 
grew by 12 per cent to 13.7 
tonnes. 


The statistics,' released by 
the Dubai Government 
Accounts Department, showed 
imports stood at a record 28.6 
billion dirhams ($7.8 billion) 
and re-exports at. 5.4 billion' 
dirhams ($1.47 trillion). 

Most of the re-expons went 
to neighbouring Iran and 
Kuwait, which are engaged in 


massive post-war reconstruc- 
tion projects. 

Iran, despite its worsening 
relations with the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) over an is- 
land dispute, has remained the 
top Gulf commercial partner of 
Dubai. Its imports from the 
emirate hit a record $800 mil- 
lion in 1992 and exports ex- 
ceeded. $100 million. 

‘The’ surge in. commercial 
and port operations'in Dubai 
reflects a general business up- 
turn in the region, especially in 
Iran, Kuwait and Saudi Ara- 
bia, the main reexport mar- 
kets," a Dubai official said, 

Dubai, the second biggest 
UAE emirate, handles more 
than 20 per cent of the Gulfs 
non-oil trade given its large 
port facilities and open eco- 
nomy. This made it the 
barometre of commercial 
activity in the region. 


PETRA ELECTRONICS 

T el:656206-613681 



WE’RE TRYING TO OFFER THE BEST 


Energy-saving lamps 
GLS lamps 25-200 W 
Candle lamps 

Low voltage halogen lamps 
Decorative lamps 
Special lamps 
Discharge lamps 
Spot lamps 
* Fluorescent lamps and starters. 
Also available in Safeway 

Mlnwer Electrical 
Tel.: 613746/613622 
Faxj 643746 



German 
unification 
boosts 
Arab oil 
exports 


MANAMA (R) — Arab oil 
exports to Germany have in- 
creased since the unification of 
the country in 1990, an econo- 
mic and financial study said. 

An Arab Banking Corpora- 
tion (ABC) bulletin said 10 
Arab oil exporters sold a total 
of 34.66 million tonnes of oil to 
Germany in 1992, up from 
32.86 million in 1991 and 29.4 
million in 1990. 

A strong industrial activity 
in Germany and the disruption 
of oil supply from former 
Soviet republics had helped 
increase Arab oil sales to the 
European country, the study 
said. 


“While west European and 
CIS suppliers will be seeking to 
increase their share of the Ger- 
man oil market, the competi- 
tion to Arab oil producers will 
be from, the increasing use of 
natural gas," it added. 

Libya was the main Arab oil 
supplier to Germany. It sold 
11.5 million tonnes to Ger- 
many in 1990, 12.3 million in 
1991 and 11.4 million in 1992. 
the study said. 

Saudi Arabia, the biggest 
world oil exporter, came 
second, selling six million ton- 
nes to Germany in 1990, 7.8 
million in 1991 and 8.7 million 
in 1992. 


Sudan’s capital 
hit by severe 


fuel shortage 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan 
has blamed foreign oil com- 
panies for a crippling fuel shor- 
tage in Khartoum, saying they 
have been withholding oil sup- 
plies. 

Government ministers 
quoted by the official news 
agency SUNA Sunday said the 
companies had stopped send- 
ing in oil in anticipation of a 
rise in the worid price of oil. 

But Energy and Mining 
Minister Salah A1 Din Karrar 
said new contracts had been 
concluded and a first shipment 
was expected to arrive later 
this week. 

Khartoum’s streets have 
been virtually traffic-free since 
Friday, when the most crip- 
pling fuel shortage to hit the 
capital in months drove most 
public and private vehicles 
from sight. 

Public transport in the city of 
3.5 million has been limping 
along with only a handful of 
buses and vans. Some passen- 
gers have been injured trying 
to board the overcrowded 
vehicles. 

Most of the city's gas sta- 
tions have hung up dry hoses in 
the last three days, when the 
black market price of a gallon 
(4.5 litres) of benzene shot, up 
from 600 Sudanese pounds 
($3.50) to 2,500 pounds ($15). 

In the past officials have 
blamed Sudan's chronic fuel 
problems on cash shortages. 
Brigadier Karrar last April 


blamed inadequate storage 
facilities, over-consumption by 
government departments and a 
breakdown at Sudan's main 
refinery. 

On Sunday Brigadier Karrar 
was quoted as saying pet- 
roleum companies had failed 
to honour their contracts to 
supply crude oil to Sudan in 
anticipation of a rise in oil 
prices. 

Finance Minister Abdul 
Rahim Hamdi said the 
government-owned Public Pet- 
roleum Company recently im- 
ported 150,000 tonnes of oil. 
But he accused private oil com- 
panies of not doing enough to 
import fuel. He singled out 
Shell and Mobil by name. 

Oil companies blamed the 
depreciation of the Sudanese 
pound against the dollar, 
saying h had made selling ben- 
zene at the official price unpro- 
fitable. 


The pound depreciated on 
the free market to more than 
310 pounds against the dollar 
from 240 pounds several 
months ago while the price of a 
gallon of benzene remains 400 
pounds. 

Sudan’s total export earn- 
ings of $300 million is insuffi- 
cient to cover its $450 million 
annual fuel import costs. 

In the past Gulf Arab coun- 
tries such as Saudi Arabia pro- 
vided Sudan with concession- 
ary terms to import fuel. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE .. 
' THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG.AW FREIGHT 
FORVUMtOWG, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND' 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS. 
AMD. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KA WAR A SONS 

TEL 60*676 BQ4696 



Only 
The Best 


Veritable Cuisine Frencaise 
Live Ertert^nmert 


Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 

Abdoun 
Real 
- Estate 



685746 


TeL No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 


EASTERN SERVICES 


OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop -your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


• JUMBO photo 

30 % imrpmr 

From mnjargo- 


20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


AlNcGiCaCoBaria 

SELECT HOTEL 
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One visit will make you 
a steady , we beflevelll 


The First Clan Hotel in 
Amman that hn a 
Kitchenette In every roonvJ 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” . 


IIAItOTEL 

lk* 2 «|l|!= 


Amman - Tel 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



PEKING 

RESTAURANT 


AUTHENPC CHWE58-OJSJNE 
Elegant 
Colorful 



' CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Ya'rmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia!! Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

w '6:30 - Midnight > 


st m * * ff 


k- 


I ' 120 

Authentic 
- » % Chinese dishes, 
: 'sT tram aflgreal re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China 
fep ni hr t* 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


Open da3y for 
lunch & (inner 

Trie mg icnias 

Jabal AJ Hussein 
MHstry of Trade 
& Industrial R± 


m 

SZECHWAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
TrpfcN 


Opa>IIJ6-£J0*tk00-/<&h&t 


Take away is available 


Shat MArab Strata 
Um Ltfunaft Commercial Cent m 


.Once lasted IViMyaovtd, 



The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

Isl Circle Jaba! Amman, near 
AhhyyahGirfs School 

Taka away Is mraUaMi 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 639968 


than great fast food 



.. AteaBlcsteurant 
A Grand Mission 
tbSom Kara* he Shopping Center, 
Qacca Alb fmi Tel 812955 


/V.v ; Ori.'iUti! i ,>!>.! /'«' 



7 REST A VfLANT &. GARDES 


Chinese, Thai, Philliplno, Indonesian & 

■ Malaysian specialities 
-Five branches, all over the world and now one 
In Amman. 

- Live Band H 6" nlghts a week 
World wide programmes VIA satellite 


’ HoufK T2 Noon 1Z WdrilgM 
Friday SRMMUnfgh! 


653482 


the. riches of Jordan, -2c 
a Citthe gem of a hotel i 



THE SUMMER TERRACE 
IS NOW OF® 



entitio 


TEL 654205 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheon s ^ 

Take away.servic$ . 
available 

Open Daily. 12.30-130 pm 

-- 7. 30 -Tt .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circfe , 


[ittkfli 

& promise of 
First Class Styk, 



Luxury and Comfort. El 

.Yassmin 

t e 6 

HOTEL 



■ ■ % ifatfia it's Business or pleasure, 

0r vse'ffjjo Beyond your expectations A 

to ma^e your stay a pleasant one. 

3rd Circle, Jabcd Amman TeL 643216 Fax 643219 


Tel 659519 659520 











World News 


Gamsakhurdi a’s forces advance 


on Shevardnadze territory 


TBILISI (R) — Rebels hostile 
to Georgian leader Eduard 
Shevardnadze have advanced 
out of their ethnic territory and 
threaten the capital Tbilisi. 
Georgian radio said Sunday. 

The rebels are loyal to 
ousted President Zviad Gam- 
sakhurdia who is mounting a 
comeback from his ethnically 
distinct western region of 
Mingrelia. 

The radio said gunmen using 
tanks and heavy artillery 
moved into the village of Kho- 
ni in neighbouring central 
Georgia late Saturday Earlier 
Saturday they had taken the 
port of Poti. Six people died in 
the fighting there. 

Khoni is about 25 kilometres 
north west of the central Geor- 
gian administrative centre, 
Kutaisi, which remains loyal to 
Mr. Shevardnadze. It is a little 
less than that distance north of 
Samtredia, a railway junction 
where the lines from Poti and 
Georgia's southernmost port 
Batumi meet. 

A single line carries on to 
Tbilisi in the east. If the pro- 


Gamsakhurdia rebels now 
move on Samtredia they will 
cut off Tbilisi's access to ail 
supplies from Black Sea ports. 

The radio broadcast the in- 
formation in a statement from 
Temur Shashiashvili, mayor of 
Kutaisi, where Mr. Shevard- 
nadze gathered district leaders 
loyal to him Friday to work out 
ways of strengthening areas 
bordering Mingrelia from 
attack. 


ITAR-TASS News Agency 
quoted a Samtredia official as 
saying that Mr. Gamsakhur- 
dia's forces might also take 
that town, as there were in- 
sufficient government troops 
to defend it. 

The rebels now control a 
total of nine towns and districts 
in western Georgia, TASS 
said. 


Abkhazia. 

Abkhazia fell to separatist 
forces last week and Mr. She- 
vardnadze has since accused 
Georgia's mighty northern 
neighbour Russia of master- 
minding the rebellion. 

The defeat sent thousands of 
soldiers and tens of thousands 
of refugees flooding back into 
Georgia. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia's forces 
have seized the artillery Geor- 
gian troops used in Abkhazia. 

Mr. Shevardnadze has 
appealed to Gamsakhurdia 
supporters to cease all activity 
while refugees are being evacu- 
ated from Abkhazia. 


Mr. Gamsakhurdia returned 
from nearly two years in exile a 
fortnight ago when Mr. She- 
vardnadze’s attention was di- 
verted to defending his country 
against a separate ethnic upris- 
ing in the rebel region of 


“It is possible to save these 
people only if we cease military 
activity and work together," 
said a statement released by 
Mr.. Shevardnadze's office. 
"We have to open all roads to 
the disaster area, including the 
road to Zugdidi." 

Zugdidi, in western Geor- 
gia, is Mr. Gamsakhurdia's 
stronghold. 

On Saturday, Russia's Fore- 


ign Ministry warned that Geor- 
gia was on the brink of civil 
war. It offered to send 
peacekeeping troops to the 
tiny Transcaucasian state to 
monitor any peace agreement. 

Tbilisi residents said they 
were strongly against accepting 
help from Russia. "It was Rus- 
sia fighting against us in 
Abkhazia- They are our worst 
enemies. I support Shevard- 
nadze, but he let the Russians 
in. I’ve had it with him." said 
Gia Shegalshvili, a young trad- 
er. 

The mediator in earlier con- 
flicts between Tbilisi and 
Mingrelia, the powerful mayor 
of Batumi, Aslan Abashidze, 
has kept a low profile since the 
latest fighting broke our. 

Mr. Abashidze, a former 
Communist official who runs 
his own wealthy ethnic area, 
Adzhars, virtually as an inde- 
pendent state is more pro- 
Russian than either Mr. She-» 
vardnadze or Mr. Gamsakhur- 
dia. Many diplomats see him as 
the heir apparent to the trou- 
bled state. 


Bosnia Serbs, Muslims strike new blows to peace 


SARAJEVO (R) — Serbs and 
Muslims both struck blows to 
fading hopes for peace in Bos- 
nia at the weekend with the 
withdrawal by the Bosnian 
Serb parliament of territorial 
concessions and violence be- 
tween Muslims. 

The rebel Bosnian Serb par- 
liament voted late Saturday to 
renege on concessions made to 
the Muslims as part of the 
latest Geneva peace plan. 

The Muslim-led Bosnian 
parliament had effectively re- 
jected the peace plan Wednes- 
day by making acceptance of 
-the pact conditional on the 
return of all territory "seized 
by force*’. 

This angered the Serbs, who 
voted to withdraw an earlier 
promise of access for Muslims 
to the Sava River at the 
strategic town of Bicko. The 
town, which sits on a vital 
supply corridor for the Serbs, 
has seen heavy fighting. 

"Brcko will be a Serb town 
now and the people will be 


Prospect 
ofearly 
polls splits 
Italian 


parties 


ROME (R) — President Oscar 


Luigi Scalfaro's signal that he 
might call early general elec- 


might call early general elec- 
tions in 1994 has enraged Ita- 
ly's ruling coalition while 
opposition parties are gleeful 
at the prospect of big gains at 
the polls. 

Mr. Scalfaro, who has ulti- 
mate responsibility for the 
timing of elections, said he 
had wanted to dissolve the 
scandal-tainted parliament last 
month when it blocked the 
arrest of Ex-Health Minister 
Francesco De Lorenzo on cor- 
ruption charges. 

Mr. Scalfaro called the deci- 
sion a disgrace and indicated 
he would call elections once 
the final details of the coun- 
try's new majority-voting laws 
are approved. 

Political commentators said 
Mr. Scalfaro would most likely 
opt for elections in April or 
May, a view echoed by Foreign 
Minister Beniamino Andreatta 
in a speech in New York Satur- 
day. 

“It is hard to work in a 
parliament in which a third of 
the members are under inves- 
tigation. I believe there will be 
early elections in the first few 
months of next year." Mr. 
Andreatta said. 

The prospect of early elec- 
tions has appalled the Christ- 
ian Democrats (DC) and the 
Socialists, the parties whose 
alliance has formed the back- 
bone of governments over the 
past 30 years. 

Both parties are reeling 
under the effects of Italy's 
huge 20-month political cor- 
ruption scandal and want time 
to regroup before they go to 
the polls. 

"Of course Mr. Scalfaro has 
the right to dissolve parlia- 
ment. But it must be within a 
constitutional framework and 
not because he doesn’t like a 
vote by parliament," said 
Gerardo Bianco, the DC chief 
whip in the lower house. 

"If it were up to me then we 
would vote in 1997, when the 
next elections are scheduled.” 
he added. 

The corruption scandal has 
led to a clamour for fresh 
elections, heightened by the 
passing of a referendum to 
scrap Italy's much derided 
proportional representation 
system. 


able to sleep soundly." Bos- 
nian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic said during the par- 
liament’s session in the town of 
Banja Luka. 

He added: “I will try to 
(withdraw concessions) in a 
way tiiat will not close the door 
to further negotiations... the 
peace package is still worth- 
while for us." 

Bosnia's Muslim president, 
Alija Izetbegovic, has also said 
he wants to keep talks open 
but international negotiators 
say they are worried by de- 
velopments. 

Former British Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher Sunday 
accused world leaders of failing 
to stop the war. 

“It’s terrible what has hap- 
pened in Bosnia," Baroness 
Thatcher told the Sunday 
limes newspaper in London. 

“It's a disgrace to human- 
ity... let no one in Europe 
lecture anyone about human 
rights." Mrs. Thatcher has in 
the past called for strong milit- 


ary intervention in Bosnia. 

European Community fore- 
ign ministers are scheduled to 
meet Monday to talk about the 
situation. 

Mediators Lord Owen and 
Thorvald Stoltenberg will brief 
them and the ministers could 
ask the Western European Un- 
ion to examine whether it 
could provide a police force for 
the hotly contested southwest- 
ern town of Mostar. 

Sarajevo Radio carried re- 
ports of a ceasefire in Mostar 
on Sunday. Croatian radio had 
earlier reported on the cease- 
fire, saying Muslim and Croat 
officers signed it in the pre- 
sence of U.N. officials in the 
town of Medjugoije, south of 
Mostar. 

It was intended to serve as a 
guide for a broader ceasefire in 
central Bosnia. Fighting has 
continued in the area despite a 
unilateral ceasefire declared by 
the Bosnian army 

In the breakaway Muslim 
enclave around Bihac in north- 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Canada’s liberals ‘head for a majority’ 


OTTAWA (R) — Canada is headed for a majority govern- 
ment under Liberal leader Jean Chretien after the Oct. 25 
general election, according to a new opinion poll. Hie poll, 
commissioned by the Financial Post newspaper, gives the 
Liberals the support of 38 per cent of decided voters against 26 
per cent for the ruling Conservatives of Prime Minister Kim 
Campbell. “In a multi-party election, the sky is the limit. If 
there is no change in how people feel, it could be a Liberal 
landslide,” Conrad Winn, president of polling company 
Compas Inc. told the Financial Post. The poll was conducted 
between Sept. 16 and 26 of 2,638 voting age Canadians and has 
a margin of error of 1.9 percentage points. The poll also 
showed that the Bloc Quebecois party, which favours gradual- 
ly separating the French-speaking province of Quebec from 
the rest of Canada, has the support of 51 per cent of decided 
voters in that province. The newspaper said the Bloc Quebe- 
cois is poised to win the overwhelming majority of Quebec's 
seats. It said that based on the opinion poll the bloc could form 
the official opposition in the federal parliament after the 
election. 


Indonesia ‘is cracking down’ on students 


JAKARTA (R) — Despite promises of greater openness 
Indonesia continues to crack down on dissent in universities, 
the human rights group Asia Watch said Sunday. In a report 
released here, the U.S.-based group said court cases against 
students in recent months has become a test of President 
Suharto's promises to allow more dissent. “There is no 
question that in Indonesia today there is greater freedom than 
there was five years ago to call publicly for more political 
openness. There are few signs, however, that that call is being 
heeded," the report said. In interviews diplomats, human 
rights activists and the author of the report said the govern- 
ment had given conflicting signals by allowing greater freedom 
to newspapers but remaining as tough as ever on student 
dissent. 


Hosokawa faces first test of reforms 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's new Prime Minister Morihiro 
Hosokawa and coalition team face their first test of a pledge to 
cut bureaucracy and reform government in Parliamentary 
Budget Committee debates Monday. Cabinet ministers for the 
first time will be expected to answer for their ministries instead 
of relying on civil servants to field all the questions. The move 
threatens Japan’s rigid system of bureaucracy that is reputed 
to run the country. His seven-week-old government also must 
prove that it will allocate the state budget for 1994/95 
according to public needs instead of at the convenience of 
powerful ministries. Mr. Hosokawa, leader of a small anti- 
graft party, came to power in August as the head of an 
eight-party coalition formed to stamp out rampant corruption. 
His coalition toppled the long-ruling Libera! Democratic Party 
(LDP) from power fiqr the first time in 38 years. Political 
reform is an issue that has brought down two previous 
Japanese governments. 


Papandreou set to make a comeback 


ATHENS (AFP) — Veteran Greek socialist Andreas Papan- 
dreou is set to make a comeback as premier next Sunday in 
Greece’s general elections, according to opinion polls in the 
run-up. All of them point to a victory for the man who helped 
found the Pasok Party. He has a healthy lead over his old rival 
Constantin Mitsotakis of the conservative New Democracy 
Party. Right-wing nationalist Antonis Samarais. regarded in 
some circles as a young upstart, is trailing in third place, 
without enough support to hold the balance of power. In ail, 
29 parties are vying for the votes of 8.4 million electors. Only 
two other parties, the Communist Party and the Coalition of 
the Left For Progress, are likely to reach the three per cent 
threshold they will need to get into the Vuli. Greece’s 300-seat 
parliament. 


western Bosnia, rebel Muslim 
gunmen ambushed supporters 
of Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic Saturday, wound- 
ing four people. U.N. 
peacekeeping officials said. 

It was the first recorded 
bloodshed in the remote Bihac 
pocket since dissident Muslims 
declared independence from 
the central government in 
Sarajevo last Monday. 

The victims were in the lead 
vehicles in a convoy of more 
than 30 buses, trucks and cars 
that had set out from the town 
of Cazin to demonstrate on the 
edge of territory controlled by 
Fikret Abdic, leader of the 
breakaway movement. 

“When they arrived at the 
(edge of) Skokovi (village), 
they met strong resistance. 
Supporters of Mr. Abdic 
opened fire on the vehicle at 
the front of the convoy and hit 
it," Captain Eric Hautecloque 
of a French U.N. peacekeep- 
ing unit told Reuters. 


Party 
struggles 
for unity 
behind 
Major 


LONDON (R) — Britain's rul- 
ing Conservative Party was 
urged Sunday to fall in line 
behind John Major in a week 
that could make or break the 
prime minister. 

The towering figure of for- 
mer Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher offered her successor 
only modest comfort, declining 
to use a much-publicised inter- 
view to endorse him. 


She did not refer to him 
directly at all in the Sunday 
Times, saying only that any 
leader of the Conservatives 
should not be pushed out of 
power the way she was in 1990. 

“Being prime minister is 
something much bigger than 
being the leader of a party," 
she was quoted as saying. “It's 
being prime minister of a na- 
tion.” 


With Mr. Major facing con- 
stant sniping from Conserva- 
tive critics and the distant 
rumblings of a leadership chal- 
lenge, the fact Mrs. Thatcher 
had to warn against a challenge 
spoke volumes. 
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Indian soldiers carry a pen 
debris Saturday three days 


(AFP photo) 


Epidemic feared in Indian quake zone 


LATUR, India (AFP) — 
Epidemics were feared Sunday 
over the quake-ravaged vil- 
lages of western India where 
thousands of bodies remained 
buried under tonnes of nibble 
three days after an earthquake 
struck the region. 

Rescue workers picked their 
way through the wreckage of 
flattened homes around this 
small town in Maharashtra 
state, covering their noses with 
doth to ward off the stench of 
decaying human remains. 

Heavy rains lashed parts of 
the region on the two days 
following the disaster esti- 
mated to have taken 30,000 
lives and added to the misery 
of survivors. 

The rains reinforced fears of 
a serious oubreak of disease 
and slowed efforts to clear the 
wreckage of flattened homes 
and dispose of decomposing 
corpses. 

“We are trying to dispose of 
bodies as and when they are 
recovered," said Ajit Vardi, an 


offidal coordinating relief me- 
asures from Bombay, the state 
capital. “But the bad weather 
has slowed things down con- 
siderably." 

“Mass cremations obvious- 
ly are not possible in these 
kind of conditions," Mr. Vardi 
said, “but we are doing our. 
best to dear the debris by this 
evening and expand relief mea- 
sures further." 

Survivors were drinking un- 
treated water and there was 
no effort to innoculate them 
against disease, posing the pos- 
sibility of an epidemic of 
cholera, typhoid or gastro- 
enteritis. 

“If this continues, there is a 
100 per cent chance of an 
epidemic," said a Latur shop- 
keeper, Ajay Kumar. 

More than 9,900 victims 
have been cremated at mass- 
funerals but thousands of corp- 
ses were still either piled up in 
hastily-dug pits awaiting dis- 
posal or buried in the wreck- 
age. 


It was the deadliest earth- 
quake, to strike the subconti- 
nent in 60 years. An estimated 
130,000 people were left home- 
less. 

Thousands of consignments 
of relief supplies, including 
medicines; food, cooking oil,, 
drinking water and kitchen pa- 
raffin, tin sheetings and bam- 
boo for shelters have arrived in 


the quake zone but were yet to 
reach many villages. 


reach many villages. 

Electricity supplies were yet 
to be restored and telecom- 
munication facilities remained 
poor. 

Volunteers levelled earth, 
erected wooden poles and tried 
to set up community kitchens 
to feed survivors. Relief mea- 
sures have, been chaotic as a 
result of poor coordination be- 
tween government, army and 
non-official- agencies. 

“There is a lot of confu- 
sion," said Gopinath Munde, 
an opposition leader, some vil- 
lages were getting more relief 
material ‘ than they needed 


Pakistan election focuses on corruption 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Mud- 
slinging is the name of the 
game in the run-up to Pakis- 
tan's general election Wednes- 
day, straining the voters' toler- 
ance to the limit. 

The two main contending 
parties, Benazir Bhutto's 
Pakistan People's Party (PPP) 
and the ' Pakistan Muslim 
League (PML) led by Nawaz 
Sharif have reduced the level 
of debate ’largely to character 
attacks on each other’s lead- 
ership. w ... . ...... 


raised questions. 
“Fundamentally 


“Fundamentally, this is a 
man without principle or credi- 
bility,” said Hussain Haqqani 
of the PPP. “Sharif is a local 
version of Robin Hood. He 
robs the poor to give to the 
rich. This is another Ferdinand 
Maieos." 


Nawaz Scarify one, of PaJds- 
ariV richest individuals from a 


tan s nehest individuals from a 
family which heads the indust- 
rial conglomerate Ittefaq, is 
probably more vulnerable than 
Ms. Bhutto — he has the more 
recent political record with his 
three years as prime minister 
from November 1990 to July 
this year. 

Scandals, among them the 
“cooperatives affair" which 
coloured his government's 
term, are still fresh in the 
public mind. 

Hundreds of small investors 
lost their money in a wave of 
bankruptcies, while privatisa- 
tion of the Muslim Commercial 
Bank, with which Mr. Sharif 
was said to have close links. 


The PPP does not pull its 
punches. It accuses Mr. Sharif 
of influence peddling, fraud, 
nepotism, tax avoidance and 
involvement with drug barons. 
Mr. Sharif denies all the 
charges. • 

The PML has not taken it 
lying down and if Ms. Bhutto 
has until now escaped the shar- 
pest of verbal assaults, her 
husband Asif Zardari has been 
squarely in the firing line. 

After the dismissal of the 
Bhutto' government in August 
1990 amid allegations of cor- 
ruption, he spent two years in 


Ms. Bhutto, the PML 
charged, “cannot otter a word 
without Asif Zardari." 

Against this slanging match, 
the Pakistan Islamic Front 
(PIF) has tried to present itself 
as a “third way” for “the hon- 
est citizen” with itsanti-U.S. 
leader, Qazi -Ahmad claiming 
his two rivals are “the candi- 
dates of die Americans.” 


To this, Mr. Sharif has re- 
plied: “What's Qazf Hussain 
got against the Americans? He 
sent his own son to study 
tbere.” ... 

In a country where respect 
for law is fickle and distrust of 
institutions widespread, the 
debased level of election de- 
bate could backfire against the 
politicians and the democratic 
system itself by nourishing the 
biggest party of all, abstainers 
from tbeballot box. 


jail awaiting trial on charges of 
extortion, fraud and then. 


extortion, fraud and theft 
• -When courts dismissed 10 of 
12 charges against him, the 
PML caricatured him in a post- 
er showing a convict with ball 
and chain and the text: 
“Would you want to see him in 
power again?” 


In the 1990 elections, only 
45 per cent of eligible voters 
went to the polls. 

The elections will cost the 
country about 30 billion rupees 
(SI billion), possibly raising 
annualised inflation from 15 to 
20 per cent by the end of the 
year, according to financial 
analysts. 


IFF to prepare for S. African elections 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
The Zulu-based Inkatha Free- 
dom Party (IFP) has resolved 
to prepare to contest South 
Africa's first non-rad ai elec- 
tion, scheduled for April 27, a 
statement said Sunday. 

But the party’s position was 
still that the poll should be for 
a new government and not a 
constitution making body, 
according to the resolution 
taken Saturday by the IFP's 
ded si on-making Central Com- 
mittee in its Kwazulu black 
homeland headquarters of 
Ulundi. 


IFP President Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi. has previously ex- 
pressed doubts as to whether 
his party would fight the elec- 


tion unless the IFP's demands 
for federalism were entrenched 
in constitution before the poll. 

The IFP has boycotted 
multi-party democracy talks 
since July 2, when negotiators 
set April 27 as the date for the 
historic poll. 

The Central Committee re- 
solved to “continue to prepare 
for elections in the expectation 
that these elections will be for 
a new democratic government 
and not for a transitional 
body." 

Mr. Buthelezi also sounded 
a softening in the IFP's attitude 
to the election when he made a 
speech promoting the IFP's 
policies Friday in the northern 
Natal province town of Paul- 
pietersburg. 


“We want your support to 
help us fight for what we be- 
lieve in. We say to those of you 
who believe in political decen- 
cy, who believe in federalism, 
who believe in free enterprise, 
who believe in true democracy 
and true freedom, that you can 
find a home in the IFP,” Mr. 
Buthelezi said. 


He also attacked the govern- 
ment over tax policies and 
security and accused the ANC 
of wanting to secure absolute 
power for itself. 


The government and the 
ANC have been holding a 
series of bilateral talks with the 
IFP in attempts to draw Mr. 
Buthelezi back into the pro- 
cess. 


Fall of Kilali gives major boost to Sri Lankan military 


COLOMBO (AFP) — The Sri 
Lankan army's capture of a 
key Tamil guerrilla-held area 
in the north is a crippling blow 
to the rebels and a timely boost 
for a military recovering from a 
series of setbacks, military 
analysts said Sunday. 

The armed forces captured 
Kilali Friday, destroying more 
than 120 boats and a pier used 
by the Sea Tigers, the naval 
arm of the rebel Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE). 

“The capture of Kilali is a 
major setback for the Tigers," 
one defence analyst said. 
“Now they are hemmed in 
from all sides." 

Government force s have laid 
siege to the LTTE-controlled 
Jaffna peninsula. 

With Kilali in their hands, 
the military now controlled all 
access routes to Jaffna from 
the mainland, including the 
Sanguipiddy-Pooneryn ferry 
point and a land route through 
Elephant Pass at the neck of 
the peninsula. 

The seizure of Kilali. howev- 


er, has once more presented 
military commanders with the 


mestion of whether to stay or 
lepart from Tiger territory. 
“It is natural for any army to 


build on their gains, especially 
after so many setbacks," the 
analyst said. “But for both 
logistical and manpower 
reasons, the military will prefer 
to withdraw." 


Government for ces have 
seized pockets of LTTE-held 
territory before only to pull out 
months later because they 
were unable to support a large 
number of troops in isolated 
areas. 

“Capturing places is not our 
target." Brigadier Nalin 
Angammana said during the 
Kilali offensive. "The aim is to 
kill as many Tigers as possi- 
ble." 


may have to wait for three 
more months before the rams 
stop to re-group in Kilali." 

The English-language news- 
paper The Island said Sunday 
troops should hold on to Kilali 
if only to keep up morale. 

“All the sacrifices made and the 
bravery demonstrated by the 
men would be negated if the 
territory has to be surrendered 
again,” the newspaper said in 
an editorial. 


both the ferry service for 

Tamils via the Jaffna Lagoon 
and to move men and material 
between the peninsula and 
mainland. 

The regular presence of 
thousands of civilians wanting 
to use the femes transformed a 
virtually d esert ed area into a 
bustling LTTE-run township, 
despite a government ban on 
boat traffic on the lagoon a 
year ago. 


Other observers said the 
military would try to hold on to 
Kilali until the arrival of the 
northeast monsoon at the end 
of the month. 

“After that the army can 
vacate," one said. “The LTTE 


“The cost of a retreat in 
terms of morale cannot even 
be imagined,” it said. 

Some 115 troops and more 
than 200 rebels died in the 
operation, which followed a 
series of reversals since July 
which included the loss of an 
army camp and a navy attack 
craft to the Tigers. 

The LTTE seeks the crea- 
tion of a separate state in the 
northeast for Sri Lanka's 
Tamils, who are concentrated 
in the r egion . 

The LTTE used Kilali, some 
15 kilometres northwest of the 
Elephant Pass Camp, to run 


Tam il groups opposed to the 
LTTE voiced concern for some 
600,000 civilians in the penin- 
sula. 

“This is a big loss for the 
LTTE but we are very con- 
cerned about how civilians will 
be able to move out of the 
peninsula,” said Dharmaling- 
am Sithadthan. leader of the 
Peoples Liberation Organisa- 
tion of Tamil Eelam. 


The Eelam Peoples Revolu- 
tionary Liberation Front said 
the operation had ' “made a 
mockery" of Colombo's daims 
it was committed to a political 
solution to the conflict. 




French teacher 
decries Tat’ *3 
discrimination 


LILLE, France 
year-old woman weiglni 
120 kilogrammes ..aj 
French education offka 
discriminating against- M 
pie for temporarily 
her from teaching Lugg 
health grounds. School 
dais insisted it was a. tfc 
ary measure pending 
up by a medical specials 
Isabelle Lemaire told i 
ters she was in perfect h 
demanded a second m 
opinion and said: “At j 
when people are calln? 
racial integration, ! car) 
call this physical segregal 





w 


Protesters on J 
funny bikes wantf 
more lanes 


PARIS (R) — Cydistson fa 
ny bikes snarled Paris traffic .a| 
a protest to demand extra lanp' 
for two-wbeelers, more pedt 
than streets and fewer cai . 
Some 200 to 300 people ridi . 
tandem cydes, tall bicycles, ). 
cycles and a variety of oth 
two-wheelers massed on t - 
Place De La Bastille to prou 
what they said was neglect, 
their needs by Mayor Jacqu 
Chirac. The Bicyde Defen 
Movement said the rally’s ma 
aim was to get a “green zonj 
in the rity. a network of stra 
for cyclists and pedestrians fir 
of cars and their noise a; 
fumes. 


Laser treatment 
can stop snoring 


MINNEAPOLIS, Mirmesqt ' 
(R) — A new laser treatme . 
can eliminate snoring in rac’ v 
patients, doetprs reported. T? ' 
technique burns away tissue 
the passages at the back of j«- 
mouth and nose, reshaping at 
reforming the openings ai 
allowing a greater airflow, (1 
report said. People who snp- - 
usually do so because there-: • 
an obstruction to the free fit rr 
of air, often caused by ex<£ 
sive tissue in the uvula and s < - 
palate, it said. After three 
five 10-minute office viy " 
under local anaesthetic 85 top- 
per cent of patients given i- 
laser treatment stop snoria.. 
said the report from Vandc 
bilt University in NashvilL- ■ 
Tennessee and St. Luke 
Roosevelt Hospital in Nt- , 
York. Patients experience, 
mild sore throat for sever- ■ 
days but bleeding and oti 
complications are rare, t 
study said. 


Nude day gimmlci 
outstrips store’s 
expectations 


MELBOURNE (R) — J 

Australian music store wl|i 

specialises in bizarre prom 

tions found itself with 

much exposure Sunday “ 

its annual nude day attracts — — . 

more customers than the sto ? — ~ 

could safely hold. Gaslig J^^ ~ * — •’~i 

Music in Melbourne w i; . r . 

forced to dose early after 

overwhelming response to 1 • 

offer of free compact discs «... 

all customers who shoppi ' :r -' ■ ’ • - 1 - 

naked, owner Jeff Harris*. 

said. “There’s no way you d ' 

top today. It’s the pinnade . .... 

our calendar year," he sa ... 

after a record 150 people h;~-' 

left their clothes at the do£‘ 

At other times of the y 6z * 

Gaslight offers prizes to cu 

tomers who shave an eyebre 

or bring an ugly friend . » 

fake an orgasm, but Mr. Ha/;.- 

son said the nude day, fii 

held in 1989, attracted the bi 

gest crowds. He said the std 

had been publishing a ca lend 

for about four years wfij5 ; 

listed off-beat themes fo s . 

most days of the year in a4> ' ■ ‘ 

to inject some fun into reta • . 

ing. His only disappointing . . 

with the promotion, which f 6 - « 

hired a nude band, was tfi ■ 

men outnumbered women J"' 

about four to one, a high. "■ - - 

ratio than in recent yea?- - 

“There were probably a ft 

too many men out .there & 

the girls bad a good time,” & * 

Mr. Harrison, who like j-;- 
staff did not disrobe. ■* ' : 


Chewing-gum 
won’t come off, 
Parisians say 


PARIS (R) — Hie Paris T 
Hall is upseL After spends 
millions on beautifying Jf 
Champs. Elysees, stai 
chewing-gum has stuck to-i 
new granite tiles and will n* 
come off. “We've tried a dqzj 
techniques," the city’s eavifp, 
mental director Philippe Ga| 
fold Le Figaro newspafijj 
"Why can't people wrap.™, 
old gum in paper and threw# 
in the bin?" The trouble SO 
raced after Paris Mayor Ja 
ques Chirac launched a IP 
year revamp of the prestigioj 
avenue in 1990, includg 
Sardinian granite pavinj 
stones instead of asphalt. ^ 
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Mark Hu ghes (centre right) of Manchester 'fied Wednesday 
United tries an acrobatic attack as an anidentf-' (AFP photo) 


tries 


block 


attempt 


United pull further ahead 


"#NDON (AFP) — Manches- 
ter - United striker Mark 
■- . Hughes was backed by mana- 
••• ger Alex Ferguson to embark 
- ^ a goal spree after firing the 
..champions to a 3-2 win in the 
: : English premiership at Shef- 

■ Seld Wednesday Saturday. 

_ The Welsh international 
. grabbed two goals and made 
. the ^ other for Ryan Giggs as 

■ v’ United forged five points 

ahead at the top of the table. 

“The got two goals last 
week, scored two again today 
rofirj and made another,'* said Fer-' 
jg.j..pison. "Hell go on a run now, 
“Pm sure of that. That’s what he 
> toes. He'll score a few and 
.. ien go on a run where he just 
. . . an’t stop.” 

'nited were tipped by 
Inesday boss Trevor Fran- 
ti* to retain the title, even 
hough they took a while to 
iiflT their form on Saturday. 

• ’‘Last season’s success has 
jiven them added confidence,” 
-rands reasoned. “They have 
» many outstanding players 
ind I think the present United 
■ide is the best -we’ve had in 

;'-wr domestic football for a 
'ong time.” 

• Leeds are also being put ' 
ofward as possible title con- 
-enders after a 4-0 home rout 
->f Wimbledon made h five 
•vins on the trot for Howard 
-Wilkinson’s team, but the 
- xeds boss scoffed at such talk. 

: “Titles are for books,” he 

• -aid. “It was a good result, 
.specially as Wimbledon had 
. lad an impressive run before 
.oday. 

*'We did most things very 
scored two early goals 
could have had more. It 
have been 7-2. We bc- 
“,...ame careless, but overall I 
: ouldn’t complain.” 
Wimbledon manager Joe 
Cinnear agreed; “It was a 
-lightmare start for us, oonced- 
• ng two excellent goals." 

• “We forgot the qualities that 


I- 


got us where we are — hard 
graft and hard work. Certain 
people didn't do their jobs and 
we got punished. 

“We’ve lost five players in 
the last two weeks, but I'm not 
making that an excuse. Leeds 
were worthy winners. We had 
about five chances away from 
home, but you can't stop 
dass.” 

Aston Villa manager Ron 
Atkinson was just as angry 
with his side as they folded 2-0 
at home to Newcastle. 

“We were a shamble,” be 
stormed. “It was a disgrace 
and an embarrassing perform- 
ance. " 

In contrast, Newcastle boss 
Kevin Keegan was bubbling 
following his side's first away 
league success of the cam- 
paign . 

He beamed; “I think this 
performance proves that we're 
now a top premiership side. 
We’re getting dose to becom- 
ing a very good tpam.” 

Norwich manager Mike 
Walker was equally delighted 
with bis side's display in their 
1-0 home triumph over Coven- 
try, which lifted the Canaries 
into fourth place, just behind 
Leeds. 

“They say that when you 
play in Europe during the 
week, ft can sometimes pro-, 
duce a low-par performances 
! on the following Saturday, Jmt. 
* we created enough chances to 
- have won it comfortably," he 
embused. “Some of our foot- 
■ ball was quite brilliant. 

“It’s also nice to be so near 
the top again. We definitely 
needed to win because Man- 
chester United seem to be 
steaming away at the top and 
we needed a victory to keep .in 
touch." 

Second-placed Arsenal 
found their midweek Euro- 
pean tie took its toll as they 
squeezed a goalless draw at 
Liverpool. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


0 , 1 — Both vulnerable, as Sooth 

- you hold: 

«te84* 9K9542 06 *0762 

‘ . fa bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

10 Pass IV Pass 

'-'2* Pass ? 

' What action do you take? 

- A.— This is not the tune to worry 
about whether you should have rt- 

, sponded in. the first place. Once you 
ventured one heart (our choice, 
too), partner's bid is unconditional - 
^ forcing. Bid four dubs. 

■ QJ5 — As South, vulnerable, you. 
- hold: 

*A98 ?A9 0KQ92 *Q1062 
■' Partner opens the bidding with one 
.1 no-trump. What do you respond? 

■ Au — Even if our no-trump range 
was 15-17. we would invite slam— 

- with all those primes and interme- 
diates, we think this hand is just too 
good for three no trump. Our choice 
voold be a' jump to 4 NT, which 
ides partner to bid a slam with a 

. lrnrim iim opening. 


spond by showing 
four-card suit. 


bis cheapest 


ft 


— As South, vulnerable, you 


9AJ10 0KQ87 4AKJ3 
[■he bidding has proceeded: 
loath West North East 
1 NT" Pass 4 NT Pass 


— 20-22 HOP 
That action do you take? 

L — First, partner's bid is quanta 
t stive, not ace-asking; Witt 21 
■oints, you are on the borderline of 
:1 " ecepting- Your byo four-card suits 
wing Um decision to acting, but the 
and could play better in a suit. In 
a attempt to find a 4-4 fit, accept 
y " bidding five dubs. Without a 
xir-card dub fit, partner wfil re- 


;S3!‘ 


Q- 4— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

4AQJ104 97632 0J64 *5 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 0 Pass 1 * Pass 

2* Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Disregard the advice of those 
who tell you that you must rebid the 
spades to show a five-card suit. It 
looks as if partner has at least nine 
cards in th» minors is, there- 
fore, likely to be abort in spades. 
Take a preference to two diamonds. 

Q. 5— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bokh 

#KQ5 9873 09643 *A72 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

A. — That depends on style. If you 
play four-card majors, bid one no 
trump to show a balanced hand 
without four-card heart support. If 
partner guarantees five hearts for 
tbe opening, you know there’s an 
eight-card fit and, with a near maxi- 
mum in terms of high cards, the 
more encouraging raise to two 
hearts should be your choice- 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AQJ986 9KQ10 0J8 *AJ 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 

A. We would jump shift to two 

spades to show our strength. The 
suit is perhaps not -quite self-sus- 
taining, hit the added high-card 
strength more than compensates. If 
you don’t jump now, you might nev- 
er be able to catch up. 


A 

V 


A 

T 


Onema 


Tel.; 634144 
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Robert Redford 
Demi Moore — In 

INDECENT . PROPOSAL 

A special show for children ^1 la. m. 
Thursdays, Friday® anc * Sundays 

PROBLEM CHILD 2 

Shows: 12-JO, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 1030 


Liverpool manager Graeme 
Souness excused rookie striker 
Robbie Fowler after he 
spurned the chances to bury 
Arsenal. 

Southampton and Sheffield 
United also finished all square 
at 3-3, but Saints manager Ian 
Branfoot was furious with his 
defenders. 

Branfoot said; “I would 
question all three goals be? 
cause they were bad defensive 
errors. ” 

Ipswich manager Mick 
McGiven had a similar com- 
plaint after his side had 
crashed 3-0 at Queens Park 
Rangers. 

Chelsea player-manager 
Glenn Hoddle preferred to 
direct his anger at skipper De- 
nnis Wise, sent off for a late 
tackle on David Burrows, fol- 
lowing bis side's 1-0 defeat at 
West Ham. 

"I’m very disappointed,” 
said the Chelsea boss. “We 
had a good run and now it's 
ended. Having a man sent off 
obviously puts you under extra 
pressure, but in the second half 
we could totally control the 
game. Why we didn’t do it with 
11 men in the first half is the 
question that hurts me.” 

Eintracht Frankfort pul away 

In Bonn, Eintracht Frank- 
furt, deprived of top scorer- 
Anthony Yeboah, extended 
their lead at the top of 'the 
German League to three 
points by beating 1991-92 
champions VFB Stuttgart 2-0 
Saturday. 

Defending champions Wer- 
der Bremen could only manage 
a 1-1 draw at Schalke 04 to 
concede a little more ground to 
Frankfurt. 

But the damage could have 
been greater for the northern 
port town. Schalke defender 
Jurgen Lugjnger seemed to 
have ensured a win when he 
opened the scoring with a 
quarter-hour to go. But Bre- 
men striker Bemd Hobscfa 
snatched a point with a goal 
three minutes from the final 
whistle. 


Urban 
Sea wins 
Arc 

PARIS (Agencies) — Outsider 
Urban Sea won the Prix De 
L’arc De Triomphe Sunday. 

British challengers White 
Muzzle and Opera House 
came second and third respec- 
tively, with Intrepidity fourth. 

Urban Sea was .ridden by 
Eric Saint-Martin son of ex-top 
rider Yves Saint-Martin, who 
wore the -colours of Hong 
Kong owner David Tsui. 

. Eric's father won the race, 
four times himself. 

Meanwhile champion stayer 
Assessor ploughed through the 
Longchamp mud to win the 
Group One Prix Du Cadran to 
the delight of the man who had 
just sola him. 

“I normally don’t back 
him,” said ex-owner Bjorn 
Nielsen, “but I bad to have 
something on today.” 

Nielsen, an American-based 
commodities broker who once 
played Davis Cup tennis for 
Denmark, sold Assessor ear- 
lier in the week' to Sultan 
Mohammad of Saudi Arabia. 

Nielsen was reluctant to part 
with by far the best boise he 
has ever owned. The colt was 
one time favourite for the 1992 
Epsom Derby and won the 
French St. Leger here' last 
year. 

“But it was a good deal and 
money talks,” said Nielsen, 
who would not discuss tbe ex- 
act price. 

Assessor, who revels in 
heavy ground, proved himself 
one of the top stayers in 
Europe with an impressive six 
lengths success over Sought 
Out v * 

Sought Out, ridden by 
Gerald Mosse, had a good lead 
turning into the straight with 
400 metres of the four 
kilometres haul remaining. 

But John Reid knew Asses- 
sor had plenty in reserve and 
the pair forged clear to provide 
another big race winner for 
English trainer Richard Han- 
non. 

Reid said: “The owner 
thought I had given him too 
much to do but I was always 
confident.” 

Assessor started at just over 
even money favourite and if his 
new owner keeps him in train- 
ing the^ Ascot Gold Cup and 
other top long distance events 
look well within the colt’s com- 
pass. 

The Prix Du Cadran was one 
of two Group One races pro- 
viding an impressive prelude to 
tbe main feature, tbe Prix de 
L’arc de Triomphe. 

Victory in the other, the 
grand criterium for two-year- 
olds, went to 9-1 chance Lost 
World.. 

Ridden by promising Olivier 
Pesher for trainer Hie Lel- 
loiiche. Lost World won by 
three-quarters of a length from 
Signe Divin, the mount of 
Thierry Jarnet. 

Psychobabble, partnered by 
Cadi Asmussen, stayed on in 
the mud to finish third a furth- 
er length and a half away. 


EUROPEAN HOUSE FURNITURE FOR SALE 
IN EXCELLENT CONDITION 

Dining room, salon, bedroom, sitting rooms, single bed 
(local), dishwasher (Hoover) and carpets. 

Tel. 670882 

between 9:00 a. m. - 1:00 p.m. for two days. 


furnished apartment for rent 

IN UM UTHA1NA 

Three bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, sitting and dining room, 
luxurious furniture, in a modem and new building, with 
telephone and independent central heating,- suitable 
for a diplomat. 

Call tel. 820259 


FOR RENT 

3 apartments, new building, located al best location in Sweifieh - 
Amman. Eachwe contains 4> bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living, dining, 
family room, central T.V.. separate heating and balcony. 

Note: The 1st floor apartment is fully-furnished. 

The 2nd and 3rd floor apartments are not furnished. 

Address: Abdullah Ben Tareq St Build. No. 24. 
Owner's telephone: (82277 IH® 1 6562) . 


FOR RENT 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS IN SHMEISANI 

• Three bedrooms. Iiving-reception-aming rooms, two baths, 
kitchen & balconies. 

• Two bedrooms, living-dining rooms kitchen and bath, 
large terraces. 

Annual rent, independent central heating & telephones. 
Location; Shmeisani near Birds Garden. 

Owner tel. 667862, 693443 


Short, Kasparov draw 12th game 


LONDON (R) — British challenger Nigel Short and cham- 
pion Garry Kasparov ended the first half of their 24-game 
chess match Saturday pleased to have shared honours in a 
hard-fought draw in the 12th game. 

Kasparov leads 8-te to 3-V6 after five wins and seven draws. 
He needs only a 12-12 tie to retain the crown and 12-Vft points 
will secure The % winner’s share of the 1.7 million pouna(S2.5 
million) prize sponsored by the Times of London newspaper. 

In Saturday's game, Kasparov continued his strategy of 
risky and ambitious play when defending with the black pieces 
and sacrificed a bishop early in tbe game to gain an armada of 
dangerous passed pawns. 

Experts found it difficult to assess the delicately balanced 
endgame that eventually arose, with Short having an extra 
bishop to battle against tbe champion's dangerous phalanx of 
three pawns. 

Kasparov seemed to have slightly more winning chances. but 
Short’s accurate play kept the game roughly in balance. 

Short managed to neutralise the champion's threats and was 
in no danger when tbe players agreed to split the point. 

Thd draw completes Short's best week of the event, having 
held the champion even with three, complex and hard-fought 
draws. 

But the challenger's biggest bardie remains as the match has 
now reached the halfway point with Kasparov still undefeated. 

At a post-game news conference tbe players agreed that 
Kasparov’s bold sacrifice neutralised Short’s advantage of the 
first move and hinted that Kasparov had even gained the 
upper hand. 

Kasparov said bis decision to play an endgame with a mass 
of powerful pawns against a bishop had been misjudged, and 


that he then had to steer for equality. 

“It was a good game. Both sides played well,” Short said. 

“So. have we reached prefection now?” Kasparov asked. 

Kasparov, who has seemed fatigued in recent games, 
appeared to have regained most of his energy. 

Andrew Page, Kasparov’s manager, told Reuters that the 
champion had been busy with non-chess matters recently but 
was now regaining his strength. 

“It’s a long, hard match ana there (are) always some down 
periods but he's back now. I think Garry is going to be very, 
very dangerous next week." Page said. 

The coming week's play is a “black week” for Short, who 
must defend against Kasparov’s often lethal assault with the 
white pieces in two of the three games. 

The official world championship match, between Russian 
Anatoly Karpov and Dutchman Jan Timman, sanctioned by 
the world chess body FIDE, has been suspended for a week, at 
tbe halfway point in that 24-game series. Karpov leads 
Timman 7-5. 

FIDE is still in emergency negotiations after the withdrawal 
of second-half sponsors Oman. 

Besides supplying a venue and operating costs, an emergen- 
cy sponsor must also provide the FIDE minimum of one 
million Swiss francs (5697,300) for a title match after the 
organisers in the Netherlands failed to raise any money 
towards the advertised prize fund of 1.8 million pounds (52.7 
m illion ). 

FIDE disqualified Kasparov and Short after a dispute over 
the conditions of their title match. Short and Kasparov 
responded by founding the Professional Chess Association, 
which is the organisation represented at the London match. 


Japan makes critics 
eat their words 


HAMILTON, Canada (AFP) 
— Tbe critics who predicted 
that Japan would prove to be a 
spent force in judo were made 
to eat their words at the world 
championships Saturday. 

Japanese competitors added 
another title and won medals 
in all four of the categories at 
stake. 

Yukhnasa Nakamura, whose 
brother Yosio won the gold 
medal in the under-86 
kilometres Friday, ignored the 
jeers and boos of the crowd to 
triumph controversially over 
Switzerland's Eric Boon in the 
under-6Skg category. 

The 21-year-old Yukimasa, 
world junior champion in 1990, 
was allowed to keep his Ippon 
advantage although tbe referee 
appeared to have stopped the 
contest when he produced his 
hold. 

-It was a bitter disappoint- 
ment for the 23-year-old Boon 
whose silver medal was the 
first ever won by Switzerland 
at a world championship. 

Defending world champion 
Udo Qellmaz had to be satis- 
fied with a bronze medal, while 
'die Olympic gold medal win- 


ner Rogerio Sampaio-Cardoso 
of Brazil also took a bronze ... 
but in the under-71kg division. 

Japan have now won two 
godl, three silver and two 
bronze medals since the cham- 
pionships began and although 
France had expected to be 
their major rivals at the cham- 
pionships, Sooth Korea con- 
tinned to astound — Chung 
Hoon dominating the under- 
71kg division to give the Ko- 
reans their third title of the 
championships. 

Chong Hoon, 24, a bronze 
medal winner at the last world 
championships and also at last 
year’s Olympics, defeated 
Hungarian Bertalan Hajtos by 
decision in an exciting final. 

In tbe women's under-56kg 
event, Britain’s Nicola Fair- 
brother notched np a mangjfi- 
cant triumph. 

The 23-year-old from Hen- 
ley on Thames, twice Euro- 
pean champion, runner-up at 
the Olympics and a bronze 
medal winner at the last world 
championships, used her con- 
siderable experience to beat 
Chiyoiri Tateno of Japan by 
Wazi Ari ra the final.' — 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Second floor, consists of 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, a 
spacious guest and dining hall. With central heating, lift, 
garage, telephone. Location: Umm Utheina, opposite Habiba 
Supermarket 

Rent to bo paid annually. Call teL 672993 


DAVID ROBERTS 

For sale 19th century original "David Roberts Litho- 
graphs." Limited quantity. 

Tel. 652310 Monday October 4th after 11:00 a.m. 


THE AMERICAN WOMEN OF AMMAN 

will hold their October monthly general meeting 
on October 4th at the Marriott Hotel 
from 4-6 p.m. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, L-shaped living, dining, salon, veran- 
da, two bathrooms, kitchen and balcony. Central 
heating and telephone. 2nd floor. 

Jabal Amman, near Aklah Hospital, 3rd Circle. 

Tel. 644965 



TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS 

VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF FLATS, WITH OR 
WITHOUT FURNITURE O 


JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 
Tel X *29882/829883 


MFVOUI# 


AL-ZAM1L 

AIR CONDITIONERS 




The on|y air conditioners that proved their high quality 
all over the Middle East area 

provided with: 

☆ Warranty for one year 
* After sale maintenance 
All types & sizes are available at; 

Mechanical Engineers - Abdul Rahim Taha 
Tel. 611996, fax 624689, Tlx. 21680 ARTCO 
ft MEC Trading Corp. Tel. 642722 


Graf crushes Novotna 
in Leipzig final 


LEIPZIG (R) — Steffi Graf 
swept aside Jana Novotna 6-2. 
6-0 to win the 5375,000 Leipzig 
Women's Indoor tennis 
tournament on Germany's 
national day Sunday. 

Graf, top seed and defend- 
ing champion, never let the 
Czech third-seed into the 
match, dominating the indoor 
court with powerful serves and 
precision volleys. 

It was the first time the pair 
had met since Graf beat the 
Czech m the Wimbledon final 
in July but any hopes Novotna 
had of gaining revenge quickly 
disappeared as the German 
broke her serve at will. 

Graf capitalised on her first 
match point on Novotna’s 
serve when the Czech, who 
turned 25 on Saturday, hit a 
backhand beyond the baseline. 
Tbe match was over in less 
than an hour. 

“We all know Jana can play 
much better,” Graf told tbe 
crowd afterwards. “But maybe 
she was up too late last night 
celebrating her birthday.” 

It was Grafs fourth victory 
irt'jnrw'j many years the east 
German tournament and coin- 
cided with- the third 
anniversary of German reuni- 
fication. 

Graf said.she was particular- 
ly proud of her victory because 
it took place on unity day. 

“Winning on this particular 
day was special," Graf said. “I 
am happy to have played such 
great tennis today." 

Mlchad Chang wins Malaysian 
Open: In Kuala Lumpur, 
American Michael Chang sub- 
dued Sweden’s Jonas Svensson 
6-0, 6-4 in one of his best finals 


of the year to win the 5300,000, 
Malaysian Open Sunday. 

Chang scored six services 
breaks and a solitary ace to 
take the match in 96 minutes 
and earn his fifth title of the 
year, after the Los Angeles, 
Cincinnati. Osaka and Jakarta 
tennis tours. 

“It was one of my best per- 
formance. I would definitely 
like to come back to defend 
it,” said the 21-year-old, rank- 
ed world No. 8. 

Svensson blamed the ground 
for the defeat — his fourth 
against Chang in five years. 

“This was the slowest sur- 
face we have ever played on, " 
said the Swede of the hard 
court. 

Chang, who became the 
world's youngest tennis prof* :s- 
sional to win a Grand Slam l>y 
taking the 1989 French Ofusa 
at the age of 17, started stro rig* 
ly against Svensson and brrjke 
him in the first game. 

The Swede made a baseline 
mistake in the ninth game :and 
Chang killed him with a break. 
Tbe American was forced to 
.deuce in the next game: but- 
kept bis composure* 


III 


' BETACAM 


|* CAMERA + CREW | 
EDITING 
|* SO UND STUD IO 

For details Pis. call 
Mustafa Abu IJi 


rub 


Tel. (962-6)63 46 88 
Fax.<962-6)69 86 67 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REQUIRED 

A local firm is urgently in need of a highly-qualified 
secretary who has good command of English and 
Arabic correspondence, computer operation and ex- 
tensive knowledge in administrative works related to 
office management. 

Please send your personal C.V. to fax 622490 - 
Managing Director - or phone: 

622444 after 4:00 p.m. 


LUXURIOUS BRAND-NEW 
FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

First floor of 220 sq.m, in a two-floor building located in the 
best residential area, between the 5th & 4th Circles, 147 
Zahran Street — Jabal Amman. 

Consists of: Large salon, dining room. 2 double bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, laundry room with fully automatic W.M., 3 
balconies, fully-equipped kitchen with refrigerator & deep- 
freezer. 

Central heating, telephone, colour T.V., video and stereo. Car 
park available. 

If interested please call tel. 671509 


ROMEO AND JULIET 

what was their secret? of course; their 
birth stones. 

All birth stones available in 18 or 21 kt. 
gold at: 




AJAN1 


Amra Hotel - Amman. 


TcL: C774U 


Concord Cinema “1” 

Faten Hamameh — in 

Land of Dreams 

Shows at 12*0. 330, *15. and Ilk30 p.m. 

Concord 

Jim Marshal — in . 

The Boxer Gladiator 

Shows at 12^0. 3:15, 6, 8:15 and 10:15 p.m. 


f fnnm i 


Td.: 699238 


Sharihan in: 

The greatest musical film 

‘‘Crystal” 

Shows at 1230, 3:00. 5:00, 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


t£: 675571 


Nafafl Al MRrtifid 


A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daouo Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Sheer, Fuad Shomali 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 


Nabfl & Hisham's Td.: 625155] 

AHftAN THEATRE 


. The political comedy 

OTICOME ARAB SUMMIT 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The iheaire closes Saturday and Sunday' 
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U.S. helicopter 
said downed in 
Somali capital 


Combined agency dispatches 

MOGADISHU — A Black 
Hawk helicopter is believed to 
have been downed Sunday 
here in a vast sweep launched 
in the early afternoon by the 
U.S. Quick Reaction Force 
which led to violent clashes 
with Somalis, according to 
European military sources and 
Somali witnesses. 

However, no official con- 
firmation was obtainable from 
U.N. military forces. 

Earlier in the day fighting 
broke out between U.S. and 
Somali forces near the head- 
quarters of rebel warlord 
General Mohammad Farah 
Aideed after three U.S. ser- 
vicemen were injured by a 
remote-controlled bomb. 

Somalis could be seen firing 
rocket-propelled grenades 
(RPGs) at U.S. helicopters 
which returned fire with rock- 
ets. Witnesses said there were 
wounded in the fighting near 
- 1 :he Bukhara market in the 
i lortheast of the city. 

The attack came after three 
l. f.S. soldiers were injured 
w hen a mine exploded as they 
di xi ve past it, U.N. spokesman 
O tplain Tim McDavitt said. 

Capt. McDavitt said a Soma- 
li worker travelling with the 
U..S. soldiers was killed in the 
car -bomb blast, but denied 
dai ms by a crowd of Somalis at 
the scene that any U.N. staff 
had been killed. 

H e said the three Amer- 
ican s, one of whom was 
serio usly injured, were evacu- 
ated ; 'rom the scene of the blast 
by helicopter. 

“Ni ) American soldiers were 
killed, ” the spokesman said, 
adding that the blast was 
caused by a device operated by 
remote control. 

On Sunday afternoon, U.S. 
Army i Rangers were reported 
Co be combing the Bakhara 
market area together with 
Pakistan i troops and other con- 
tingent s from the U.N. 
peacekeeping forces. 

The a.irrow streets of the 
Bakhara unarket are reputed to 
be amonji'; the most dangerous 
in Mogadishu. 

Arms are traded there and 
the area is thought to be one of 
the hiding places of Gen. 
Aideed. 

The U.N.’s 27.000-strong 
army, whose original mission 
was to restore order and over- 


see the rehabilitation of the 
ruined country, have been 
sucked into a war with militia- 
men loyal to Gen. Aideed. 

More than 50 peacekeepers 
and hundreds of Somalis have 
been killed since June. 

The U.N. wants to arrest 
Gen. Aideed for the killing of 
24 Pakistani peacekeepers in 
an ambush in June. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
last week called for a new 
Somali peace strategy in which 
the U.N. would make greater 
efforts to rebuild the shattered 
social structure. 

Mr. Clinton denied the 
Americans were moving away 
from the aim of capturing Gen. 
Aideed but said achieving 
national reconciliation should 
be the goal of the operation. 

The Italian ANSA news 
agency said there was no im- 
mediate wprd on the fate of the 
crew of the Black Hawk heli- 
copter. believed to consist of 
three men, following the 
shooting-down incident at 
around 1700 local time (1500 
GMT). 

It was one of five helicopters 
flying over the Bakhara market 
as United Nations troops sear- 
ched the area. 

The ANSA report, quoting 
what it called reliable sources, 
said 11 American soldiers were 
believed to have been wound- 
ed in clashes with Somali mili- 
tiamen in the market area. 

A Somali eyewitness spoke 
of seeing dozens of dead Soma- 
lis lying in a street. 

Puffs of black smoke could 
be seen in the sky as anti- 
aircraft missiles were fired at 
the U.N. helicopters. 

Unconfirmed reports said a 
fragment of a shell had hit a 
second American helicopter 
but its pilot had managed to 
land it safely and no one was 
believed hurt. 

A Belgian helicopter was hit 
in a separate incident in the 
Kismayo region in the north of 
Somalia, ANSA reported. 

The Belgian crew were alp" 
believed to have survived. 

The U.N. special envoy to 
Somalia, U.S. Admiral 
Jonathan Howe, held a meet- 
ing Sunday with Djibouti Pres- 
ident Hassan Go u led Aptidon 
in Djibouti following an earlier 
meeting in Addis Ababa with 
Ethiopian President Meles 
Zenawi. 


Trade centre bomb 
trial starts today 


NEW YORK (R) — Eight 
women and four men will 
gather in court Monday to hear 
testimony on the bombing of 
the World Trade centre, the 
most spectacular guerrilla 
attack on American soil. 

Opening statements arc ex- 
pected in Manhattan's federal 
court and prosecurors are ex- 
pected to begin introducing 
evidence. Lawyers say the trial 
will last at least three months. 

The selection of the 12 
jurors and six alternates has 
been complicated by intense 
publicity and the fact so many 
people throughout the metro- 
politan area were affected by 
the blast. 

The Feb. 26 explosion tore 
through the basement of the 
nation's largest office complex, 
killing six people and injuring 
more than 1.000. It knocked 
out electrical and ventilation 
systems in the 110-storey twin 
towers, causing hundreds of 
workers to escape through 
dark, smoky stairwells. 

Some of the defendants are 
alleged followers of the blind 
Egyptian cleric Sheikh Omar 
Aoaul Rahman, who has been 
charged in a separate federal 
case with having led the guer- 
rillas that bombed the World 
Trade Centre. 

He is expected to go on 
trial next year with 14 other* 
defendants on conspiracy 
charges that include planning 1 
to blow up the United Nations 
and other New York land- 
marks as well as plotting to kill 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

The current case involves 
four defendants: Mohammad 
Salameh. 25. an illegal immig- 
rant of Palestinian descent. 
Nidal Ayyad, 25, a naturalised 
U.S. citizen of Palestinian des- 
cent. Mahmoud Abu Halima. 
33, an Egyptian national and 
Ahmad Ajaj. 27. a Palestinian 
born in Jerusalem. 

They were accused of having 
carried out the bombing ana 
for the resulting deaths and 
injuries. It convicted, they face 
« possible maximum term of 
life in prison. 


Two other defendants, Ram- 
zi Yousef and Abdul Yasin. 
remain fugitives. 

U.S. District Judge Kevin 
Duffy and the team of prosecu- 
tors and defence lawyers went 
through some 250 individuals 
before they could find people 
willing to serve on the injury or 
who they thought would be 
fair. 

Many potential jurors asked 
to be excused because they had 
already decided the defendants 
were guilty. Some simply could 
not afford to be away from 
their jobs for so long. 

Legal experts say the de- 
fence will have a difficult time 
because of the large amount of 
scientific and circumstantial 
evidence, but the lawyers are 
expected to argue that any 
evidence linking their clients to 
the bomb is tenuous and that 
the prosecution is trying to 
establish guilt by association. 

Mr. Salameh was the first to 
be arrested — on March 4 — as 
he tried to get back his deposit 
on a rental van. 

Prosecutors allege that the 
van carried the bomb io the 
blast site. 

Mr. Salameh had reported 
the van stolen the day before 
the blast. Two hours after the 
explosion. He appeared at the 
rental office, saying the vehicle 
had been stolen from a grocery 
store parking lot the night be- 
fore. 

He was arrested on his third 
trip back to claim the S200 
refund. Police have not ex- 
plained why he was so persis- 
tent about the money when he 
was allegedly part of a con- 
spiracy and presumably 
•wanted to avoid detection. 

Mr. Ayyad. a chemical en- 
gineer, allegedly helped build 
the bomb, Mr. Abdu Halima, 
who was brought back from 
Egypt to stand trial, is the 
alleged ringleader, while Mr. 
Ajaj is linked to bomb manu- 
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Prosecutors also say that Mr, 
Ayyad wrote a letter sent to 
the New York Times claiming 
that the bomb was planted 
because of resentment over 
LLS. police in the Middle East. 



Libya decries plan 
for stiffer sanctions 


PRO-COMMUNIST REVOLT: A group of White House in Moscow Sunday (see page one), 
riot policemen tries to stop the crowd to break Violent dashes erupted between some 10,000 
through the security cordon surrounding the anti- Yeltsin demonstrators and security forces 

(AFP photo) 

Political parties gearing up 
to release lists of candidates 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Political party 
leaders are laboriously de- 
liberating over nominations 
for their candidates in the 
Nov. 8 legislative elections 
after setting a jolt by last 
week’s announcement that 
the polls would be held on 
time. It appeared that most 
parties have only begun to 
take the electioneering pro- 
cess seriously ahead of the 
Oct. 14 kick-off line. 

“Our central committee 
has decided to participate in 
the upcoming elections,” said 
Ali Sa'ad, head of the con- 
servative Party for Progress 
and Justice.” We are now 
analysing who the potential 
candidates could be. We have 
formed election committees 
to assess the strength and 
viability of every candidate,” 
»£id Mr. Sa’ad. whose party 
is one of five right-of-centre 
political parties in the King- 
dom. 

Founded by a former advi- 
sor to His Majesty the King, 
Adnan Abu Odeh, the party 
expects that the elections 
would focus on individualities 
of candidates rather than on 
political party loyalties or 
platforms. “Individual appeal 
will play an important role in 
these elections,” said Mr. 
Sa'ad, adding that be ex- 
pected his party to announce 
its election list before Oct. 14. 

Other more centrist par- 
ties, like Abdul Raouf Al 
Rawabdeh's Yaktba Party, 
have already announced that 
they have "no party list” but 
that their members are run- 
ning as individual candidates. 

Mr. Rawabdeh himself has 
been campaigning in his 
home district of Irbid, where 


he hopes to win enough votes 
to assure him of a second 
consecutive term in the Low- 
er House. A native of Sarieh, 
Mr. Rawabdeh told the Jor- 
dan Times: “At this stage 
political parties are still at an 
embryonic stage and indi- 
viduals are more likely to get 
mass appeal than parties will. 
That's why we are running as 
individuals rather than par- 
ties.” 

Some leftist parties, espe- 
cially membeis of the Jordan 
Arab National Democratic 
Alliance (JANDA), a broad 
coalition of leftist and liberal 
parties as well as individuals, 
are considering joint tickets. 

ELECTIONS 1993 

But, according to the head of 
the Jordanian Baath Arab 
Socialist Party (JBASP), 
Ahmad Najdawi, one of 
almost a dozen parties which 
are part of JANDA, “things 
won’t be derided before 
Tuesday.” 

"We are still meeting and 
JANDA is also having con- 
tinuous meetings to deride on 
a strategy and on some 'joint 
candidates’,” Mr. Najdawi 
said. 

"Joint candidates” such as 
liberal independents who are 
JANDA members, including 
former Amman deputies 
Taher AJ Masri and Fans 
Nabulsi as well as Moham- 
mad Faris Tarawneh of 
Karak and former Minister of 
Youth Saleh Irsheidar who is 
running in Irbid, have all 
been floated by the JANDA 
coalition. 

The Jordan People’s 


Democratic Party (JPDP), 
also a member of JANDA, is 
now reconsidering its election 
list announced two months 
ago. 

“We have to take the one- 
person, one-vote factor into 
account It had not been de- 
cided when we announced 
our candidates in August. We 
must take into account recent 
political events in the region. 
We may change some of our 
candidates or run on a joint 
ticket; this will be decided 
this week,” said party 
spokesman Isam Khalifeh. 

However, some other 
members of JANDA, such as 
the Democratic Party for 
Progress in Jordan (DPPJ) 
and the Jordanian Commun- 
ist Party have announced 
their election lists. 

Ali Amer, the secretary- 
general of DPPJ, said the 
party had derided to field six 
candidates. They are: Nizar 
Al Kayed in Amman's 
second district, Ali Rawajda 
in Jerash, Ahmad Makahiehin 
Irbid, Dr. Mohammad Ham- 
dan in Zarka, Faris Jamali in 
Madaba, and Samir Al Kha- 
tib in Karak. 

Dr. Yacoub Zayyadin, the 
veteran head of Jordan's 
once-outlawed Communist 
Party, said he was running for 
the Christian seat m Am- 
man’s Third District, a seat 
which he failed to secure in 
the 1989 elections. Writer 
Fakhri Kawar won the seat 
with a small margin over Mr. 
Zayyadin. 

The Jordanian Communist 
Party was fielding two other 
candidates. Dr. Zayyadin 
told the Jordan Times. They 
are Ahmad Jaradat in Irbid 
and Mohammed Mush ref of 
the Beni Hamida tribe in 
Madaba. 


Russian hardliners launch rebellion 


(Continued from page 1) 
scene said four armoured troop 
transports arrived at the build- 
ing and then opened fire with 
their machineguns at the 
crowd, from which gunmen 
were exchanging fire with de- 
fenders of the building. 

A tank then fired its cannon 
into the crowd. At least two 
persons were seriously hurt. 

Anti-Yeltsin crowds had ear- 
lier surrounded the T.V, head- 
quarters, home of the two 
main news channels in Russia 
and the Commonwealth of In- 
dependent States, which are 
accused by the opposition of 
being biased in Mr. Yeltsin's 
favour. 

Reuters Television filmed 
armoured personnel carriers 
and trucks of soldiers on Mos- 
cow's southeast ring road early 
on Sunday evening, on the 
opposite side of the city centre 
to the White House parliament 
building. 

There was no indication 
whose orders they were follow- 
ing. 

The cunem political crisis 
began last month when Mr. 
Yeltsin dissolved the conserva- 
tive parliament after months of 
confrontation and called elec- 
tions for a new legislature. 

Spokesmen for Russia's In- 
terior Ministry and security 
ministry, the former KGB, 
said they remained loyal to Mr. 
Yeltsin. 

"We remain loyal to Presi- 
dent Yeltsin,” a security minis- 
try spokesman said by tele- 
phone. “The Ministry or 
Security is in control of the 
situation.” 

Mr. Rutskoi, named acting 
president by the ousted legisla- 
ture. addressed a crowd of 


oldstyle communists who 
broke through police cordons. 
From the White House bal- 
cony, the Afghan war hero, 
once a Yeltsin ally, urged tanks 
to storm the Kremlin, the tele- 
vision and the mayor's office. 

Demonstrators smashed a 
truck into the glass front of the 
Moscow mayor’s office, beat 
several men found in their 
offices and seized two aides, 
meeting little resistance, cor- 
respondents reported. 

Armed with sub- 
machineguns and clubs, they 
worked their way floor by floor 
up the glass and concrete 
building after using a truck to 
smash its frontage. 

A witness said Vladimir 
Bokser and Vasily Shakhnovs- 
ky, top aides of Mayor Luzh- 
kov. were led out by protes- 
ters. Other employees of the 
office appeared bruised and 
beaten. 

Mr. Yeltsin returned to the 
Kremlin from his residence 
west of the city. Reports said 
he had flown in by helicopter. 

Outside the white House 
parliament building, near the 
U.S. embassy, crowds cheered 
Mr. Rutskoi and Parliament 
Chairman Ruslan Khasbulatov 
and chanted “Soviet Union, 
Soviet Union” as their leaders 
called for volunteers to form 
armed detachments. 

It was shortly after 3 p.m. 
(1200 GMT) when the first 
shots rang out as the demon- 
strators reached the parliament 
building. 

A Reuter photographer saw 
a dead policeman and said it 
looked as if he was shot in the 
temple by a sniper from the 
building. 

Other witnesses saw police- 


TRIPOLI (Agencies) — Libya 
Sunday denounced Western 
plans to step up U.N* sanctions 
unless Tripoli agrees to hand 
over two suspects in the Lock- 
erbie bombing. 

The draft U.N. resolution 
tabled by Washington, London 
and Paris lt sbows the hatred 
held by these countries ... and 
their will to combat (other 
peoples') aspirations for a bet- 
ter future,” charged the official 
news agency JANA. • 

The Libyan envoy to the 
United Nations on Saturday 
dismissed what he called 
threats from the West. 

Ambassador Ali Ahmad Al 
Khodari, quoted on Libyan 
Television, said: “Libya 
attaches no importance what- 
soever to the threats of the 
three Western countries.” 

On Friday, they tabled the 
resolution at the U.N. Security 
Council calling for tighter sanc- 
tions against Tripoli because of 
its refusal to hand two Libyans 
accused of blowing up a U.S. 
airliner over Lockerbie, Soot- 
land. 

The December 1988 attack 
killed 270 people. 

France also wants to ques- 
tion at least two Ubyans in 
•connection with the destruc- 
tion of a French UTA airliner 
over Niger in 1989 that claimed 
170 lives. 

The ambassador said Libya 
was trying to resolve an "artifi- 
cial crisis” with “wisdom and 
patience (and) without taking 
into consideration” the actions 
of three countries. 

Foreign Minister Ali Mun- 
tasser has sent a letter to U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali to stress Tripoli's 
“earnestness and ... firm deter- 
mination” to implement Secur- 
ity Council resolutions on 
Lockerbie. 

Representatives of the three" 
Western states are to meet Dr. 
Ghaii m New York on Monday 
to discuss Lockerbie, a U.N. 
spokesman said. 

All three have demanded 


action rather than words, stres- 
sing nodring less than a written . 
guarantee to hand over . the. 
Lockerbie and UTA suspects 
would be acceptable. . 

Last week, Libya agreed to a 
trial in Scotland of the Locker- 
bie suspects but said it was up 
to the accused to decide 
whether to surrender. 

. PLO lobbies Libya 

Libra Is the only Arab coun- 
try officially to have. opposed 
the Palestinian -Israeli peace 
deal, a Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) official 
said in an interview published 
Sunday. 

“Officially, there is no Arab 
country against the agreement, 
except Libya,” said Mahmoud 
Abbas, who signed the auton- 
omy accord between Israel and 
the PLO at the White House 
on Sept. 13. 

“The PLO will exert di- 
plomatic efforts to explain the 
reasons and motives of die 
Paiestinian-Israeli agreement 
so Libya will understand our 
position and change its stand,” 
he told Al Ittihad newspaper in 
the United Arab Emirates. 

Mr. Abbas made no refer- 
ence to Syrian or Iraqi criticism 
of the accord on Palestinian 
autonomy starting Oct. 13 in 
the Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

In a U.S. Television inter- 
view broadcast on Friday, Sy- 
rian President Hafez AJ Assad 
said he felt betrayed by the 
agreement but stressed he 
would not scuttle it. 

But Mr. Abbas, a member 
of the PLO Executive Commit- 
tee, said the accord would pave 
the way for other peace deals 
in the region. 

“The Palestinian problem is 
the most difficult in the Middle 
Ehst. If its settlement is defer- 
red, then it could be ignored,” 
he said. 

“But when you find a solu- 
tion, then this will pave die 
way for a comprehensive set- 
tlement of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict.” 



Israelis hunt activists 


men being beaten up. 

Mr. Rutskoi called on secur- 
ity forces to join the rebels. 

“You have only seconds to 
change sides and defect to the 
people,” he said. 

Parliamentary officials said 
police units were already de- 
fecting to their side. Reporters 
saw a group of 200 policemen 
in bullet-proof vests marching 
towards the White House amid 
cheers from the demonstra- 
tors, apparently after switching 
sides'. 

The Russian Orthodox 
Church, which held nationwide 
prayers for reconciliation on 
Sunday, had organised talks on 
Friday and Saturday between 
the two sides, during which the 
parliament appeared in- 
creasingly to be bent on con- 
frontation. 

The demonstrations started 
early on a sunny Sunday after- 
noon in Moscow’s central 
October Square around a giant 
statue of Vladimir Lenin, who 
seized power in a similar 
armed coup in Petrograd — 
now St. Petersburg — in Octo- 
ber 1917. 

The mood fast turned ugly as 
demonstrators wrested metal 
riot shields from demoralised 
police and Interior Ministry. 

Police responded with a few 
half-hearted salvos of tear-gas 
and a few baton charges, but 
the demonstrators dearly had 
the upper hand. Police have 
been on duty for nearly two 
weeks in the sheets of the 
capital. 

The officials quickly pulled 
back their water cannon from 
the front lines and the demon- 
strators forged ahead towards 
the White House. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Israelis, an apparent reference 
to militaiit PLO factions that 
have said they will honour Mr. 
Arafat’s appeal to halt vio- 
lence. 

Hamas and smaller Islamic 
groups had kept up attacks on 
Israelis since the agreement 
including use of suicide bom- 
bers, be said. But there was a 
substantial drop in attacks by 
other groups. 

* Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said Israel had not 
agreed to stop its pursuit of 
militants. 

“On the contrary, there was 
an understanding that the PLO 
would also operate against the 
terrorists. There are no secret 
agreements.” Mr. Peres told 
army radio in a telephone in- 
terview from New York Sun- 
day. 

Under the agreement Israel 
will begin withdrawing its army 
from the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank town of Jericho 
starting on Dec. 13 and give 
Palestinians limited self-rule. 

Palestinian adviser Ziad 
Abu Ziyad said Mr. Arafat 
wrote to Mr. Rabin protesting 
at the army operations and 
calling for a halt to all arrests. 

“Chairman Arafat considers 
the Israeli campaign in the 
occupied territories and espe- 
cially in Gaza a violation of the 
spirit of the Israeli-Palestinian 
accord,” Mr. Ziyad, an adviser 
to Palestinian peace nego- 
tiators, told Reuters Sunday. 

A wanted PLO guerrilla has 
issued a personal plea to the 
Israeli army not to bunt down 
and kill him and his comrades 
now that the autonomy agree- 
ment has been reached. 

“We . ask Israel to respect 
peace and cancel the orders to 
kill us and to stop hunting us,” 
said Anwar Ekdeih, ‘head of 
the PLO’s armed wing, the 
Fateh Hawks, in eastern Gaza. 

Six guerrillas, including the 
leader of tbe Black Panthers, 
the armed wing on the West 
Bank of Fateh, were arrested 
last Wednesday. 

“I urge peace-loving Israelis 


to stand up for a just peace and 
to pressure their government 
to caned the execution orders 
against wanted people,” Mr. 
Ekdeih wrote in a statement 
sent to the media. 

“The time for peace and 
security has come, the time to 
end tenor,” he said. “We ask 
members of parliament to vote 
in favour of peace and to ask 
Rabin to cancel tbe orders to 
hunt and kill wanted people.” 

The Hawks have obtained a 
secret army list of 81 wanted 
Palestinians on the Gaza Strip, 
with crosses by certain names 
which they say mean kill on 
sight, armed or unarmed. 

One of the men on the list 
was killed on Sept. 7. 

Forty-one of the names are 
from Fateb, 15 from Hamas, 
12 for the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, 11 
from Islamic Jihad and two 
from unnamed factions. 

A military spokesman said 
the cross refers only to “mod- 
ality of arrest” but refused to 
specify. Mr. Ekdeib’s name 
also bears an “A” code mean- 
ing he has killed Palestinians 
and taken part in operations 
against Israelis. 

“The writer of this statement 
is one of those wanted men 
with a cross beside his name on 
the list,’” said Mr. Ekdeih. 

After PLO training in Alger- 
ia, Mr. Ekdeih served five 
years in jail as a Fateh militant 
from tbe start of the intifada 
and was released only in De- 
cember 1992, Palestinian 
sources said. 

He was commanded numer- 
ous deadly operations against | 
Israelis and suspected Palesti- i 
man collaborators, tbe sources i 
said, and has been wanted for i 
the last eight months. 

Mr. Ekdeih alleged soldiers 
have been instructed not to 
give first aid to wounded, 
wanted Palestinians, but to let 
them die. 

“This is below the minimum 
level of humanity,” he wrote. 
“We are human beings, not' 
Naziz who enjoy killing peo- 
ple." 


Jordan-Palestinian ties under study 


Sun goddess 
moves house in 
ancient ritual 

ISE, Japan (R) — The sun 


ancient Shinto religion. The 
ceremony at Ise, about 300 
kilometres southwest of 
Tokyo, takes place once every 
20 years, almost without ex- 
ception since AD 690, a living , 
relic of the earliest days of; 
Japanese history. It marks the 
moving of the spirit of the sun 
goddess,. Amatersau, from her- 
old homb, a wooden shrine 
with its thatch now tattered 
and patched with moss, to a 
new one nearby. As tradition . 
demands, it was built in the 
same Yayoi-period style, un- 
painted and without a single 
nail “I am glad we are able to 
pass along to the next genera- 
tion this unchanging (element 
of the) heart of Japan, which 
has continued since the distant 
past,” said superintendent of 
the sanctuaries Kuni Kuniaki 
in a statement after the rite„ 
Amatera.su is revered as the 
ancestor of the imperial family, 
and Ise is tbe family shrine. 
.Emperor Akihito’s sister, 
Atsuko Ikeda, is the high 
priestess, and his younger son 
Prince Akishino presided over 
Saturday’s ceremony. 

Belgian police 
station robbed 




BRUSSELS (R) — Belgian 
police are looking for thieves . . . 
who broke into a. police station^- 
during the night and made off . 
with money, passports and 
other valuables. The station in 
the southeastern town of Liege 
is closed at weekends, the Bek : 
ga News Agency said. 

Singapore 
premier leads 
mass workout 

SINGAPORE (R) — About ' 
65,000 people jumped, leapt - - 
and lunged Sunday in a mass. 
aerobics workout aimed at en- . 
suring Singaporean waistlines 
do not expand as fast as the 




prosperous island's standard of ' < 
living. Thousands of men, . 
women and children, ted by 
Prime Minister Goh Chok 
Tong, an avid tennis player 
and golfer, gathered in a grassy 
downtown area to participate ; 
in the 15-minute “great Singa- 
pore workout.” State televi-* 
sion said tens of thousands also - 
sweated it out at four stadiums 

elsewhere on the island while 
television viewers were en- 
couraged to participate at 
home. 

Paris promotes 
electric cars 
to cut noise 


PARIS (R) — Parisians flock- 
ed to the foot of the Eiffel 
Tower to test electric cars at ~ ' 
the invitation of city Mayor 
Jacques Chirac, eager to cut 
noise and pollution. A range of 
prototype vehicles, due to be . - 
mass manufactured and sold to . 
the public in 1995, are beingd - • 
offered for test drives to Pari- 
sians following Chirac’s ded- ; 
sion this week to promote the ^ 
“electromobile” to enhance ' ? Casg 
life in the capital. “It’s non- . 
polluting and silent,” Mr. , :l - - 
Chirac said. "It’s the car of the - 


future,” the mayor is to in- *\* 
crease the town nail’s park of '• '■ 
40 electric cars to 300 ny late 
1995, ranging from cl eaning 
vehicles to hearses, for a last 
quiet ride to eternity. Mr. ' ' . 
Chirac has also pledged to in- 
crease the city^ number of - 
battery recharge centres from’ 
the current 12 and to continue to 
give free parking facilities to . 
owners or electric cars, of • **"' 
which there are only about ■. 
1,000 in France. The 'cars must • \ ' 
cuurrently be recharged about 
every 70 to 120 kilometres. A-; v 
process that takes about eight V : . 


Briton wins 

flower-arranging 

title 


y m 


(Continued from page 1) 

tinued use of the Jordanian 
currency and trade agree- 
ments around $300 million a 
year for a start. 

Ahmad Quriah, a senior 
PLO economic planner, was 
in Jordan last week discussing 
economic integration be- 
tween the Kingdom and the 
autonomous Palestinian terri- 
tories. 

Declining to reveal details 
of the proposals. Dr. Majali 
said: "We have to wait till ... 
it is crystallised. It is still a 
baby. It is still thoughts. And 
if you just put it in the mar- 
ket. the likelihood is that you 


are going to shoot it down.” 

Mr. Quriah, a key figure m 
secret PLO-Israeli negotia- 
tions in Norway that led up to 
the peace accord, is expected. 
to present the Jordanian- 
Palestiman ideas on econo- 
mic cooperation at meetings 
with the Israelis, said 
Amman-based Palestinian 
officials who insisted on 
anonymity. 

In occupied Jerusalem, 
Israeli and Palestinian 
sources said Mr. Quriah, who 
heads the PLO’s financial 
arm. Sained, was expected to 
attend a businessmen’s con- 
ference later this month. ' 


STOCKHOLM (R) — A .’., * 

world cup in flower arranging : : .... * ■ ? 
was won by_Sue Artus, front'. ■ " ' .■ . 
Gloucester, England, organist - 
ers of the event said, One of - - ... 
this year's surprise tasks was to . ' v' 
decorate live models with flow- " 

ers, as well as the more tradQ- s". 
tionaj tests such as table de->.J t 
coration, a bridal bouquet, a V s 
floral fireworks display, and a : / 
self-protrait in flowers. Second v : ":- m . 

C b in the contest, held every'- ■' . ■ 

years, was taken by Mikeo > ■ « 
Yohino, from Kyoto, Japan,* . -- - ■ 
and third was J.R. Nocon,\'\< ' 
from Escondido, California, -v 
Mark Knox, president of the • 

international organisation be* : 

hind the world cup, the Florists • ‘ • : * " 
Transworld Delivery Associa- ^.‘> . ~ l 
lion, said the winning arrange- . : '~ m ’■ 

ments wold set the pace for ‘ • 
future trends in floral design. : ’ 




